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Message From  

President Don Ralston 

Dear Members; 

We have started off the year 2005, 

in a very positive manner; 

Membership turn out has been very 

large. Members volunteering to work 

on the various projects of interest to 

the Society is also gratifying. Our 

programs have been well received. 

The second floor area has been cleared 

and made ready for filing, cataloguing 

and storing historical papers and 

artifacts. The refreshments prepared 

by our ladies have been delicious. 

The speaker, Joe Colanero, author 

of" Down Jersey Cooking", was very 

interesting. At the meeting twenty-two 

of his books were sold @ $ 20.00, 

with $5.00 refunded by Joe to the 

Wenonah Historical Society. Since 

then six more have been purchased at 

an additional $30.00, net $140.00, a 

very pleasant way to raise funds for 

the Society. We thank the members 

for their support. For those unable to 

attend the meeting and wanting to 

acquire a copy of the book, contact 

Corresponding Secretary Betty 

MacLeod and we will try our best to 

get one to you. 

I am pleased to announce that Eileen 

Caraker has agreed to return as 

Secretary of the Society. Rachel 

Knisell will continue to gather 

historical documents and artifacts for 

our collection. 

The Historical plaque program is 

underway. Should you be aware of any 

resident whose home is at least 90 

years old (built prior to 1915) and 

would like a plaque, notify the Plaque 

Committee Chairman, Frank Eggert. 

I refer you to the February 2005 

newsletter for the projects we are 

planning to pursue, except the Life 

Membership has been tabled for now. 

We have many fine members and 

volunteers but we need and encourage 

each to step forward to become future 

officers and trustees of the Wenonah 

Historical Society. 

March 11th 

Program 

Mayor Thomas J. Capaldi will be our 

speaker. Tom has been a member of 

Borough Council for many years, 

and has just been elected to his 

second term as mayor. I have asked 

him to speak on programs of 

Wenonah now in the planning 

stage, existing problems, such as 

Homeland Security, water 

shortage, traffic control, and the 

Tea-21 grant for restoration and 

repairs to the Community Center. 

Please plan to attend this meeting. 

WHS Trustee Lucy Schulz, is 

coming along well with the 

recovery from serious surgery. She 

is currently staying with her 

daughter in Delaware. 

Historical Tidbit 

Chuck Forsman, a member of the 

Planning Board and Environmental 

Commission as well as a member 

of our Society has published a 

booklet entitled "Historical 

Overview of Wenonah, Gloucester 

County. NJ”. 

It is an outstanding description of 

the origin and growth of Wenonah 

over these many years. At our 

March meeting I will present this 

booklet to be placed in our 

archives. I am going to recommend 

the Wenonah Historical Society 

underwrite the cost of printing this 

booklet in some quantity so it can 

be distributed to the school, public 

library, and the municipal building. 

.                                   Don Ralston 

WHS OFFICERS 2005 

President    Don Ralston 

Vice Pres.   Jack Sheppard Sr. 

Secretary    Eileen Caraker 

Treasurer    Carol Wiltsee 

Corr. Sec.    Betty MacLeod 

Trustee     Vicki McCall 

Trustee     Macy Pedersen 

Trustee     Lucy Schulz 

Meetings second Friday of the 

month at the Wenonah 

Community Center except  

June, July and August 
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The severe snowstorm of last week blocked the 

trains cutting off communication with the outside 

world, causing considerable anxiety to those of our 

townsman doing business in Philadelphia. 

Saturday morning a heavy run was made on the 

grocery stores, and by noon those who had not done 

their marketing had little hopes for Sunday dinner. 

Postmaster Eldridge reports no mails delivered from 

Friday of last week till Monday of this due to the 

storm. 

Miss Rena Moore accidentally shot herself while 

examining a revolver. 

A number of interesting young people formed 

themselves into an amateur choir Wednesday evening 

last in the Methodist Episcopal Church and in 

rendering the music for the service assisted the pastor 

very materially. 

The boys having cleaned the snow off the ice at 

Wenonah Lake are indulging themselves in the 

healthful pastime of skating. 

It is understood that “The Inn” will be opened very 

early in the spring.  There is no reason why this 

beautiful and home like house cannot be made a 

success. 

Thomas W. Synnott and wife and Clayton Synnott 

have gone to Lake Worth, Florida where they will 

remain several weeks. 

Clifford Farr, whose family are residing in 

Philadelphia for the winter visited us last week. 

(Quite a few people wintered in Philadelphia) 

Another one of our oldest inhabitants has passed 

away, Mrs. Christina Allen, widow of Josiah Allen, 

who was buried from the residence of her 

granddaughter, Mrs. James Carey on Friday.  Mrs. 

Allen was among the first settlers here, her family 

being among the oldest in the county. 

The Musical Society met last Tuesday at the 

residence of I.P. Eppiesheimer and decided to 

continue the class rehearsal for another quarter. 

The supper given by the W.C.T.U. in Noblitt’s Hall 

last week was a very successful one. 

Samuel Whitney was visiting friends here last 

week. (He and his brother Thomas founded the 

Whitney Glass Works, founded the Glassborough 

bank and were large stockholders of the West Jersey 

and Seashore Rail Road) 

The borough was treated with a sensation on Friday 

last.  Francis Williams and his wife while walking 

along one of our thoroughfares got into an altercation 

over some of their domestic affairs.  Francis became 

very much excited and forgetting his vows to be good 

and true struck his spouse with great violence; 

fearing that the blow was fatal he skipped for parts 

unknown while Rebecca went the magistrate and laid 

out a complaint of assault and battery with intent to 

kill.  The dusky pair reside in Jericho. 

Little Ed Benson feels a foot taller than any of his 

comrades - he caught a live muskrat. 

Richard Clark has a very spirited horse- he is a 

trotter, his proud spirit rebels at being hitched to a 

delivery wagon and at times gives an exhibition of 

his rebellious spirit by running away.  Last week 

while in charge of Will Price went into a mad gait 

and before his driver could bring him down to the 

delivery wagon trot he succeeded in making kindling 

wood of a portion of the vehicle. 

The West Jersey ferryboats experience great 

difficulty in crossing the river, on account of the ice. 

On Sunday many people walked across the Delaware 

from Camden to Philadelphia on the ice. 

Dr. Harry A. Stout is quite busy dispensing pills 

and plasters.  This cold weather has caused a great 

deal of sickness, the prevailing disease or complaint 

being cold or la grippe. 

The young people, with a good sprinkling of older 

folks, calling themselves the Wenonah Assembly, 

met last Saturday night at Noblitt Hall and indulged 

in the favorite pastime of a dance and progressive 

euchre. 

We regret to learn that the good-natured Blair Smith 

is compelled to sit by the heater and nurse a very bad 

cold (he had the first drivers license issued in 

Gloucester County) 

There are quite a few Episcopalians in our borough.  

If they would encourage the work in the little mission 

chapel of St. Barnabas, over at Mantua, by their 

presence it would materially help the lay reader in 

charge of that work. 

 

Gloucester County Constitution 

Woodbury, New Jersey February 1895 
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Last Thursday morning the trolley poles from a 

short distance south of Stille Chew's (CVS is there 

now on route 45) residence to the Mantua Creek, a 

distance of about 3000 feet, were discovered to 

have been despoiled of feed wire sometime during 

the previous night. Investigation showed the wire 

was removed with considerable skill. 

The season at the Inn is at its height and the 

enterprising management keep fully abreast of the 

social pleasures. Last Friday evening the guests 

gave a testimonial entertainment to the Inn's 

excellent orchestra, the audience filling the 

entertainment room of the Inn. The program was 

as follows:       l. Overture-Bonnie Scotland ...... 

Orchestra;       2.Selection-Mrs. George Weale;       

3.   Cornet Solo-Mr. Edward Belding;                    

4.  Dmetrius- Mrs. Nellie Keenan;  5. Character 

Impersonations-Mrs. C.A. Wahlstrom;   6. The 

Forge in the Forest-Night-Storm-Thunder and 

Lightning-Dawn-Song of the Birds-Daybreak-

Birds singing near the running brook- Sounds of 

Domestic Fowls-The Clock Strikes Five- The 

Smith at Work. 

The stables of John Verrick were destroyed by 

fire Monday afternoon entailing a heavy loss. The 

flames were not discovered until it was impossible 

to save the building and the contents were 

consumed with the exception of a few articles. 

One horse was taken from the burning structure 

after some difficulty. The origin of the fire is a 

mystery. 

Job Scott is improving his meadow by the use of 

a mud digger and at the same time making the 

creek more navigable by deepening the channel. 

On Thursday of last week more people traveled 

on the trolley than on any one day since it has 

been in operation. (Mantua) 

The trolley ride participated in by a jolly party 

from our village to Willow Grove Park was one 

worth repeating. (with the exception of the ferry 

ride across the Delaware, the whole trip was by 

trolley-they could have gone as far as Easton, Pa.) 

The closing event of the ballroom series at the 

Inn was held on Wednesday evening last. Mr. and 

Mrs. Wahlstrom led the grand march. A number 

of Philadelphia guests participated and a most 

delightful evening was spent.  

Mr. and Mrs. W.J.McCahan, who spent the 

summer at the Inn will move today into their 

handsome residence in West Philadelphia. (He 

was married to Frank Shull’s daughter-NW comer 

Clinton and Mantua Avenue-he was founder and 

CEO of Quaker City Sugar Company and later 

was one of the founders of what was to be the 

American Stores) 

Rev. H.J. Zelley, president of the New Jersey 

Conference Epworth League and pastor of the ME 

Church of this place was joined in marriage at 

noon on Wednesday to Miss Claire Dobbins of 

Camden at the home of her father, W.H. Dobbins. 

Miss Mary Linard recently fell from a chair on 

which she was standing and fractured her hip. 

Tuesday evening this borough was greatly 

enlivened by its first musical of the season given 

at the home of Mrs. George B. Finch. The "talent" 

consisted of Miss Sharp and Miss Grist of 

Philadelphia, Mrs. Turner and daughter, Mrs. 

Mehorter, and Mrs. Finch of Wenonah. Mrs. 

Johnson, the 'wit" of the occasion created much 

merriment by her dry but funny sayings. Mr. 

Finch and Mrs. Mehorter, the "thorns" among so 

many "roses" enjoyed the distinction immensely, 

as did the ladies. At ten, the guests retired to the 

dining room where dainty refreshments were 

served, the table decorations being a profusion of 

choice asters. 

Joseph Noblitt and family returned on 

Wednesday from Ocean City where they are 

spending the summer. (He was a Civil War 

veteran and a friend of the Lake brothers, 

founders of Ocean City) Several Heptasophs from 

here attended the picnic at Washington Park last 

Tuesday. 

The Berkley (now called Mount Royal) Baptist 

Sunday School picnicked here last Wednesday. 

Surely Wenonah is a fine resort for all kinds of 

outings. 

Charles M. Wilkins and family are in the 

Catskill Mountains for a while. 

 

August and September 1896 

Gloucester County Democrat 

Gloucester County Constitution 
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Wenonah Historical Society 

Membership APPLICATION 2005 
  

Membership Benefits NAME:   

 ______________________________________________  MONTHLY NEWSLETTER MAILED TO YOUR HOME ADDRESS:  

 MONTHLY MEETINGS WITH INFORMATIVE PROGRAMS  
 ACCESS TO HISTORICAL ARCHIVES AND MEMORABILIA  
 NETWORK OF KNOWLEDGEABLE HISTORIANS  
 HISTORICAL FIELD TRIPS PHONE:   

 EMAIL ADDRESS:  

  

 AMOUNT PAID $           CHECK ________ CASH ________ 

A   

 BRING FORM AND PAYMENT TO MEETING, OR MAIL. THANK YOU 

DUES: $15.00 PER FAMILY HOUSEHOLD PER YEAR WHS PO BOX 32, WENONAH, NJ 08090 

  

 

 
Stamp 
Here 

 


