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ABOUT FORMER WHS
PRESIDENT DON RALSTON

For anyone who hasn 't already
heard, Don and Catherine Ralston
were involved in a serious auto
accident Christmas Eve afternoon on
Route 45 near Woodbury Heights.
Both suffered significant injuries but
Catherine's were the worst. As of
this writing she is in Cooper Hospital
awaiting release to a rehabilitation
facility. Meanwhile Don is at home.

President

Barbara Capelli
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labors here have resulted in great
good to the church.
"You never miss the water till the
spring runs dry" and you never know
the importance of a barber shop until
the establishment is closed. The
tonsorial establishment at the Inn
was a perfect boon to us all, the
closing of the Inn deprived us of the
tonsorial artist and now there is a
premium offered for a good barber.
Mrs. Eliza Packer has recovered
from her late iHness.

The recently organized choir in
the M E church, composed of the
young people of the congregation, is
meeting with gratifying success.
Good singing and good preaching go
hand in hand.
The Rev. A P. Botsford of the
Presbyterian Church gave two very
interesting discourses on Sabbath
last. In the morning he spoke of "The
Gospel's production of holiness" and
in the evening the subject was "The
antidote to fear and sorrow, or Jesus
and the ruler of the synagogue."
There are quite a number of
Episcopalians in our borough. If they
would encourage the work in the
little mission chapel of St. Barnabas,
over near Mantua, by their presence
it would materially help the lay
reader in charge of that work.
The anniversary service* of the
society of theY. P. S.C. E of theM.
E. Church took place last Sunday and
drew quite a large gathering of
friends
from the surrounding
country. Mr. Hamilton Turner took
charge of the services.
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Boys and girls keep your eyes on •
next week's papers; there will be
something in the Wenonah items that
will interest you.
•
Woodbury Times
FROM THE INTERNET
ACTUAL CHURCH BULLETINS
~--------------------------~.

Thank God for church ladies
with typewriters. These sentences
(with all the BLOOPERS) actually
appeared in church bulletins or were
announced during church services:
•
•
•

The
Fasting
&
Prayer
Conference includes meals.
The sermon this morning: will be
'Jesus Walks on the Water.' The •
sermon tonight: 'Searching for
Jesus.'

Ladies, don't forget the rummage • The church will host an evening
of dining, super entertainment
sale. It's a chance to get rid of
and gracious hostility.
those things not worth keeping
around the house. Bring your • Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00
PM - prayer and medication to
husbands.
follow.
Remember in prayer the many
who are sick of our community. • The ladies of the Church have
cast off clothing of every kind.
Smile at someone who is hard to
They may be seen in the
love.
basement on Friday afternoon.
Say 'Hell' to someone who
• This evening at 7 PM there will
doesn't care much about you.
be a hymn singing in the park
Don't let worry kill you off - let
across from the Church. Bring a
the Church help.
blanket and come prepared to
Miss Charlene Mason sang "I
sm.
will not pass this way again," • Ladies Bible Study will be held
giving obvious pleasure to the
Thursday morning at 10 AM. All
congregation.
ladies are invited to lunch in the
For those of you who have
Fellowship Hall after the B. S. is
children and don't know it, we
done.
have a nursery downstairs.
• The pastor would appreciate it if
the ladies of the Congregation
Next Thursday there will be
would lend him their electric
tryouts for the choir. They need
girdles for the pancake bfeakfast
all the help they can get.
next Sunday.
Irving Benson and Jessie Carter
Low
Self Esteem Support Group
were married on October 24 in •
will meet Thursday at 7 PM.
the church. So ends a friendship
Please use the back door.
that began in their school days.
The
eighth-graders will be
A bean supper will be held on •
presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet
Tuesday evening in the church
in the Church basement Friday at
hall. Music will follow.
7 PM. The congregation is
At the evening service tonight,
invited to attend this tragedy.
the sermon topic will be 'What Is
Weight Watchers will meet at 7
Hell?' Come early and listen to
PM at the First Presbyterian
our choir practice.
Church. Please use large double
Eight new choir robes are
door at the side entrance.
currently needed due to the .--------------------------------,
WHS NEWSLETTER NEWS
addition of several new members
and to the deterioration of some .....___E_x_c_e_pt_ _D_or_ _o_n_e--re_g_r-e-tta_b_l_y-sh_o_rt
__,

•

I

older ones.
Scouts are saving aluminum
cans, bottles and other items to
be recycled. Proceeds wi 11 be
used to cripple children.
Please place your donation in the
envelope along with the deceased
person you want remembered..
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period when Brenda Birkland took
over as editor I have been producing
tbe WHS Newsletter for eight years.
The time has come for a new
person with new ideas. Ther-efore I
have submitted my resignation and
this is my last issue as editor.
Jack C. Sheppard Sr.

Frank Eggert Historic House Identification and Memorialization Project
Historical Society member Frank Eggert has nearly
After the research and identification Frank contacts
completed his long-term project to memorialize the the homeowner(s) to determine if they are willing to
historic older structures of Wenonah.
sponsor a plaque with the builder name and date for
mounting on the front wall of the structure. If so, he
gives the information to Don Davis who makes the
actual plaque, then to Chick Cowles who paints it.
Frank photographs the homes to illustrate the final
record. He then contacts the current owner of the home
and offers the information in exchange for purchase of
an identifying plaque which is mounted in a prominent
location on the front of the property.
Three of the selected homes are shown on this page
to show what the houses with the plaques actually look
like. All are prime examples ofVi,c torian era styles.
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Frank has spent many hours over a period of
several years identifying, the oldest, most historic
houses in Wenonah.
Once a residence is selected, Frank makes one or
more trips to the Gloucester County Court House
where he laboriously researches the birth and history
of each property. Armed with this information he can
recite the name of the original owner and/or builder,
and the names of subsequent owners.

r·u······;·:··~~--~~~:~~~·:=~~--~~·~·u~·:··;:~~·:;···~~···u···· · l
i ...................................................................................................................................................J

Om next objective is to create a digital slide show
featuring Frank's collection that can be shown at our
school, the library, or at group meetings. It may also
be possible to access the collection on home
computers by way of a computer "web site" we hope
to create soon.
The Society owes a great debt of gratitude to Frank
Eggert for the dedication and hard work he bas
provided to make this project a reality. Frank, a native
of Wenonah, in addition to this project has been
substantially responsible for the creation and
maintenance of the Wenonah "nature trail" system.
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and Red Bank Battlefield. Also, there wi ll be a
limited number of artifacts on display.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Charles Horan

For the March meeting on March
Dear Members,

11th,

Professor

Robert A. Emmons, Jr. from Rutgers UniversityCamden will be our guest speaker. He is a

As we begin our Spring season and look forward
with great anticipation to warmer and more documentary maker who will show parts of and
arid weather, I wish to acknowledge and t hank speak about "Deluxe: The Tale of the Blue
Barbara Capelli for her dedicated service to the Comet." It tells t he captivati ng story of a
WHS. As you know, Barbara recently completed pass.enger train that, from 1929 to 1941,
a 2-year term as President. Of course ... many, transported New Jersey residents from Jersey
many t hanks to Jack Sheppard who has ended City to Atlantic City. Mr. Emmons teaches fil m
and media studies at Rutgers.
his long t enure as Editor-infirst
feature
length
His
Chief of our newsletter.
2011
W
HS
OFFICERS
documentary
is
titled
This heavy torch has been
"Goodwill:
The
Fl
ight
of
Emil
io
President
Charles Horan
passed to Larry Smith. Also,
Carranza." It is the story of t h e
kudos t o ou r team of
Paul Lader
Vice President
Mexican pilot who crashed in
cu rrent officers as we move
Secretary
Vicl<i McCall
the Pine Barrens in 1928 on t h e
forward into a successful
Treasurer
Carol Wiltsee
return leg of a goodwill mission
2011.
Trustee
Betty Macleod
to New York. Robert is very
Before I mention a few
interested in New Jersey
Trustee
Louis McCall
upcoming programs, I want
history and we look forward to
Meetings are held on the
to say that I am always
his visit. DVDs of both
second Friday of each month
(except June, July and August) at
open t o any ideas for future
documentaries will be available
the
Train
Station
Community
W HS presentations. For
for purchase.
Center.
example, I thought the talk
given by Rich Heritage of .___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __.J Both the February and March
meetings look to be interesting
Winery
in
Heritage
Richwood, NJ was an excellent example of and "close to home." Think about inviting a
"thinking outside the box" for new ideas. Let us friend or neighbor as a prospective member of
put our thinking caps on and come up with t he Wenonah Historical Society.
some innovative and interesting programs for
future meetings!!

See you there!

Ou r February meeting on February 11th will
GLOUC ESTER COUNTY
feature a recently updated PowerPoint
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
~----------------~~~~----~
presentation from the Gloucester County
Historical Society on its collection of a variet y of Don't f orget to st op by the Wenonah School on
mi litary artifacts from Gloucester County. It will a weekday and view the Gloucester County
focus primarily on the

~~Y?Iu~i?~~~_y~~E - ~~~ ~ i=~~~i~~ ~ ~~~i!:!~Y=~~ i~~~:
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main house and out-buildings are not standing

SUNSHINE NEWS
Vicki McCall

1....--------------------'IMoffett
Dorothy Diament continues
Please send cards to her home.

her

. today. The property was constructed by Samuel
some t ime between 1742 and 1763,

recovery.

Kathryn Ralston is still recovering from injuries
sustained in an accident. She can have visitors
at Manor Care in Washington Township. Cards
can be sent to her home.

when it was deeded to Jeffery Chew, who
transferred the t itle to his son Jonathan Chew.
He continued to procure the whole 1,300-acre
plantation. Jonathan Chew was the grandson of
Nathaniel Chew, one of the oldest pioneers in
Gloucester County, having his homestead in
Mantua Township.

Please forward any news of a member's illness The front entrance of the house now faces east
or surgery to me at vmccallpc@comcast.net so and the original front door has been moved to
we can send card s and well wishes. I will the south end to provide a family room.
forward the i nformation to the newsletter
*****
editor .
. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - , In the early days of the New Jersey colony, the
Mantua Creek valley was quickly found to be
FEATURE HOUSE
one of the most fertile and attractive localities
The Stone House Tavern
in Gl oucester County, and was speedily settled.
The
creek itself was the main avenue of
The "Old Stone House" was built before 1763 as
a tavern by Samuel Moffett. It originally faced transportation and communication with other
west on Bark Bridge Road (Monroe Avenue settl ements along the river and creeks.
today). It was an important location as it was
the only crossing available before the bridge on
Kings Highway in Mount Royal, and important
to commerce and stage coach
travel. Taverns were nerve
centers i n those days and
people gathered here at the
Stone House Tavern to hear
the news of the day. In war
t ime, it was also a recruiting
center for the militia, who met
here to practice, hold meetings
and elect officers.

The western portion of the attractive village of
Wen onah stands on a farm of 180 acres, which,
for a century or more, was known as the "Stone

Originally this building was part
of a 1,300-acre plantation
comprising
most
all
of
Wenonah, large sections of
Sewell and Woodbury Heights,
and four tenant farms. The
L . . _ _ __ _ _
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House Farm." It remained a farm until Wenonah
was plotted and successfully promoted in 1871.
Mantua Creek forms the southwestern
boundary of the farm, and before the coming of
the rail road, there were numerous wharves or
landing places along its banks, each identified
by the name of its owner. On the north side
were Hennissey's Landing on the Stone House
Farm, with extensive warehouses, and Chew's
Landing (where the Woodbury-Mullica Hill road
now crosses the bridge). On the south side were
Smith's Landing near the foot of the present
Norris Street, Carpenter's Landing and others,
and also thriving shipyards, including Eastlack's
and Norris's, where small sailing vessels called
flats and sha llops were built to carry to
Philadelphia cordwood, produce, and glassware
from the Stanger Glass Works at Glassboro, and
from its successors, Heston and Carpenter, and
the Whitney Glass Works.
Prior to the closing of the eighteenth century
there was no bridge across the creek in the
vicinity of the present Mantua and Wenonah.
The nearest bridge was that of the King's
Highway, near the present village of Mount
Royal. Beyond that point, the creek could be
crossed only by a ford located on the Stone
House Farm., about a half mile southeast of the
present bridge from Wenonah to Mantua.

the line of Abr aham Dilks, son of James
Cooper." Jonathan Chew added 80 acres to this
tract . This tract of 180 acres, later known as the
Stone House Farm, was purchased by Robert
Sparks, for $2,000.
On January 1, 1855, Joseph Saunders, executor
of Joseph Dilks, conveyed the Stone House Farm
of 180 acres in two parts: 75.5 acres to Isaac
Stevenson for $3,510.75, and the other 100.5
acres to Hiram Morgan for $5,700.
The deed mentions "the contemplated West
Jersey Railroad." There are doubtless many w ho
may not know that the course of the railroad
through Wenonah was originally much nearer
to Mantua Creek than it is now. It crossed the
cree k at a point much closer to the present
Mantua Creek Bridge, and a station, called
Mantua Station was located on the south side
of the creek for the convenience of that village.
Extensive remains of the original embankments
may be seen both north and south of Wenonah.
The railroad may have benefited some residents
from Mantua, but it caused the immediate
deline of the shipping and the shipbui lding
busin ess on Mantua Creek. One of the leading
shipbuilders, John C. Eastlack, closed his plant
soon after, and engaged in the manufacture of
pumps.

Nathaniel Chew was one of the earliest settlers The late Mr. Howard C. Hendrickson, who lived
in Gloucester County. He died in 1731, and lies in Wenonah, and then at the ri pe age of eightyburied in the old Chew Burying Ground, near eight, t old that 5 acres of ground is mentioned
the late famous Mantua Oak. In his will, as being the occupation of his grandfather
Nathaniel Chew left land to his sons, Richard, Jonathan Hendrickson (1784-1875) and that his
father was born in the old stone house i n 1825.
Jeffery and Nathaniel.
He st ated that the house was built as a tavern in
His son Jeffery Chew (1714-1774) became a 1773 by Samuel Moffett, and that it was long
large owner of additional land along Mantua known as Samuel Moffett house. It was then on
Creek, which he dist ributed among his sons. To the main road leading to the ford, near its
his son Jonathan he gave 100 acres, " being part junction with the road leading down to
of the land I bought of Hannah Row Iinson, along Hennissey's
Landing
and
provided
. - - - - - - - - -·····················-
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accommodations for travelers north and south.

by deed: 1825.

It is possible that this 5-acre tract may have
been separate from the rest of the farm at the
time of its traditional occupancy by Samuel
Moffett, and subsequently, reincorporated in
the farm.

• James Matlack by Sheriff sale: 1822.
• Joseph Dilks by deed: 1827 (180 acres bought
from Sheriff sale on November 20, 1822 sold
as property of Thomas S. Sparks).
• Hiram Morgan by will: 1855.

Henry Roe in his pension papers stated that the

• George See by deed: 1864.

militia met in a field here in 1777 to practice,

• George Manger by deed: Augu st 4, 1864.

hold meetings and elect officers at the Stone

• Charles P. Ramsden by deed: November 26, 1864.

House. The papers also stated t h e house was
kept by a Mr. Sparks.

• Mary Cockran by deed: July 26, 1865.
• James Ramsden by deed: August 22, 1865.

In later years, the house was the home of Mr.
Richard C. Ballinger, from 1891 until his death in
1934, when it passed to his son Edwin. The
latter sold it in 1939 to Mr. and Mrs. William E.
Manners, who restored it to its original
condition. It is now known as 100 South West
Avenue.

*****
The following summarizes the succession of
owner ship of the Stone House Tavern property
from 1681 to 1967:

• Samuel See by deed: August 28, 1866.
• Tobias A. Durney by deed: May 1, 1866.
• Mehitable Ann Ramsden by Sheriff sale:
March 2, 1867.
• Daniel A. Young b y deed, March 25, 1867.
• Peter Kier by deed: March 30, 1867.
• Mantua Land and Improvement Company by
deed: March 24, 1871.
• Mahlon Hutchinson by deed: December 5, 1877.
• Mantua Land and Improvement Company by
deed: April17, 1888.

• Samuel Groom purchased from Edward
Bylling, Proprietor: November 16, 1681.

• Ida Leddell by deed: April 27, 1888.

• Thomas Budd by deed: February 10, 1689.

• Harriet M. Ballinger by deed: August 20, 1892.

• William Chester by deed: December 3, 1695.

• Richard C. Ballinger and Edwin H. Ballinger by
wil l: August 24, 1913.

• Samuel Moffett by deed: 1742.

• Woodbury Trust Company, Trustee, by deed:
May 26, 1939.

• Jeffrey Chew by deed: 1763.
• Jonathan Chew by grant or will.
• Robert Sparks by Sheriff sale: May 2, 1779.

• William E. and Rosa T. Manners by deed:
December 15, 1939.

• Robert Sparks, Jr. and Thomas Ure Sparks by
will.

• Webster S. and Audrey Shinn by deed: July 17,
1964.

• Robert Sparks, Jr. by deed: 1813.

• Churchill L. and Gretchen W. Blakey by deed:
November 28, 1967.

• Joseph C. Dilks acquired 5.5 acres by deed
separately: 1814.

Researched and prepared by Jean C. Ehlers, past
President Wenonah Historical Society, March
1994. Provided by Frank Eggert.

• James Matlack acquired 5.5 acres separately
L . _ . _ _ __

__
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for their most interesting presentation at our
February meeting.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Charles Horan

The upcoming March meeting will feature the
parts of and discussion on a documentary on
t he Blue Comet passenger t rain that ran from
Jersey City to Atlantic City during a bygone era.
The presenter will be Rutgers professor Roberts
A. Emmons, Jr. This should be especially interest
to "train enthusiasts" (Lou McCall) of all ages so
think about inviting a friend.

Dear Members,
Once again, I want to thank Larry Smith for
stepping up and taki ng the reins as Editor of this
newsletter. Jack Sheppard got a bit "religious"
in his expression of gratitude to Larry for
assuming this task at the February meeting.

The topic of last month's newsletter was
Reminder : try to keep the morning of Saturday,
fabu lous in its detailing of
May 7, 2011 clear. This is Clean
the history of the Stone
Communities Day and the WHS
2011 WHS OFFICERS
House Farm and Tavern.
can receive a grant in the
When I first moved to
President
Charles Horan
neighborhood
of $300 if we
Wenonah, I was surprised
Vice President
Paul Lader
can field of team of 10
and confused by the
Secretary
Viclki McCall
volunteers. Last year, we
juxtaposition of this
Treasurer
Carol
Wiltsee
mulched t he flower beds
structure and its date of
around the Community Center/
Trustee
Betty Macleod
construction (1763) .. Since
Train Station. Registration for
then, I have become better
Trustee
Louis McCall
all groups takes place at 8:30
versed in its background as
Meetings are held on the
AM at the Train Station.
well as t he history of
second Friday of each month
(except June, July and August) at
Wenonah and the
See everyone Friday, March
the Train Station Community
surrounding area. The
Center.
11th at 7:30 PM.
history of the Stone House
is reflective of the dynamics
of transportation over the
years. Stage coaches and shallops for shipping
DO YOU WANT TO RECEIVE YOUR
goods and people were giving way to railroads
NEWSLETTER ELECTRONICALLY?
just as Wenonah was being "born."
If you would like to receive an electronic version
of the newsletter i nstead of a copy delivered by

Thanks go out to Vicki McCall and Lynne Carey
for the special Valentines Day themed

t he lJ.S. Postal Service, let me know at
smithlr@att.net . The newsletter will arrive
sooner, reduce our printing and postage costs,
and if t here is something in color, you will be
able to see the colors.

ref resh ments last month especially the
cascadi ng chocolate "tower." WOW!!!
Also, kudos to Ei leen Shanahan and Patty
Hrynen ko of the Gloucester Historical Society

1

lot to Samuel Monroe Jordan, my great-

SUNSHINE NEWS
by Vicki McCall

grandfather, for $700.
•

Please forward any news of a member's illness
or surgery to me at vmccallpc@comcast.net so
we can send cards and well wishes. I will
forward the information to the newsletter
editor.

_:2=.0:..1..:....1.:......:...W.:....:H...:..S.:.....:D:....U=-E=--S-A_R_E_D_U_E
_ _ ____,JI.
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FEATURE HOUSE
Samuel M. Jordan House

•

by Larry Smith
Many of you know that Sue and I renovated the
house at 110 South Clinton Avenue, across the
street from the Wen onah Methodist Church.
What you may not know ...
On January 28, 1878, Thomas W. Synnott
purchased the
lot where the
house now
stands at the
northwest
corner of South
Clinton Avenue
and East Wi llow
Street from the
Mantua Land
and
Improvement
Company.

•

Twenty-five
years later on
Jun e 19, 1903,
Syn nott sold the

In December 1904, construction of the
Samuel M. Jordan house was completed,
and 17 craftsmen, suppliers, and tradesmen
documented its completion by signing a
final release of liens. The cost of the new
house was $3,542.

Just a reminder that the 2011 WHS dues are
due and are still a bargain at $15 per family. The
dues can be given to any of the WHS officers.

•

Within a year, Samuel Jordan hired Isaac
Pursell, a Philadelphia architect, to design a
home for the Jordan family and entered into
an agreement with Charles HI. Nicholson of
Pitman to construct his new house in
Wenonah.

2

Samuel Jordan then moved his family from
Alloway Township to 110 South Clinton
Avenue. The family and the first five to cal l
the house "home" were Samuel, his wife
Anna, and their three teenage daughtersAda, Olive and Ellen. Shortly thereafter,
Samuel's sister Bessie Jordan joined the five,
moving from Philadelphia into a room on

Sue and I from Texas in 2004.

the third floor.

•

•

Ada Jordan later married a recently
w idowed Fred Smith. Fred and his two
daughters- Anna and Irene- joined the f ive
members of the Jordan family in Wenonah,
increasing the number of occupants of the
house to eight. (Samuel Jordan's wife Anna
had died prior to the marriage of Ada Jordan
and Fred Smith. }

Ol ive and Ellen Jordan later taught at
Wenonah Elementary School and continued
to live in the house until their deaths in
1951 and 1960, respectively.

•

Orville Smith called the house " home" for
more than 80 years. All toll, members of my
family have spent more than 400 years (and
counting) of their lives in the house.

•

My father, La rry Sm ith married Helen
Wilkins (my mother) of Woodbury and lived
on the third f loor of the South Clinton house
from 1940 to after World War II.

•

Three families eventually returned to
Wenonah and lived in the South Clinton
house:

Nine family members died while living in the
house.

•

The renovation of the house by Sue and I
took approximately 5 years to design,
demolish, construct and refurbish,
compared to the single year it took Samuel
Jordan to design and construct the house
originally.

The two sons of Ada and Fred SmithFrederick Lau renson (my father, Larry) and
Orville Duffield Smith-were born in the
house and named after pastors of the
Wenonah Methodist Church.

•

•

•

In addition to the work that Sue and I did,
11 artists, craftsmen, and su ppliers in
Wenonah contributed to finishing the
renovated house.

•

The house has been in the Jordan/Smith
family since it was built by Samuel M.
Jordan in 1903-1904. Sue is the 20th family
member to live in the house. In addition to
Sue and myself, its occupants have been:
My great-grandfather and greatgrandmother (Samuel and Anna Jordan)
My grandfather and grandmother (Fred
and Ada Jordan Smith)
Two grandaunts (Olive and Ellen Jordan)
A great-grandaunt (Bessie Jordan)
Two step-aunts (Anna and Irene Smith)
My father and mother (Larry and Helen
Smith)
An uncle (Orville Smith)
My brother (Rona ld Smit h), and sister
and brother-in-law (Linda Smith Todd
and Kevin Todd)

Helen Smith and her children-Larry
(me), Linda and Ronald- f rom California
after my father Larry died In 1961.
Linda (Smith) and her husband Kevin
Todd and their children Jacquelyn, Sarah
and Cassie from West Virginia in 1982.

Three nieces (Jacquelyn, Sarah and
Cassie Todd)
wonder how many of the other wonderful
houses in Wenonah have remained in the same
fami ly for over 100 years.

3

Wenonah Historical Society

Next Meeting at 7:30 P.M. on
Friday, April 8, 2011

Newsletter

Volume 9, Issue 4, April2011

and Pennsylvania.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Charles Horan

Remember to keep the morning of Saturday,
May 7, 2011 clear. It is Wenonah's Clean
Communities Day and the Wenonah Historical
Society will receive a grant in the neighborhood
of $300 if we can f ield of team of 10 volunteers.
Last year we mulched and planted flowers in
the beds around the Train Station Community
Center and our Borough Hall. Registration for all
groups takes place at 8:30AM at the Train
Station.

Dear Members,
I hope those members attending our March
meeting enjoyed the excellent presentation by
Robert Emmons of Rutgers University. He
highlighted two of his documentaries about the
Blue Comet and Emilio Carranza. I have both
DVDs if anyone is interested. In thanks, I sent
Robert a copy of Marjorie Lentz's book on the
history of Wenonah and hinted that it could
possibly be the subject of a future
documentary. Time will tell.

AlsoJ I became aware of an organization that
may be of interest to the Wenonah Historical
Society. It is the League of Historical Societies of
New Jersey. Their web site is: www.lhsnj.org.
I will be asking if we might benefit by
membership in this organization at this month's
meeting.

This month our program features Karl
Anderson, a local botanist, who will speak about
the natural places of Gloucester County. He is
well known in New Jersey as a field naturalist,
writer and speaker with special expertise in

See everyone Friday, April 8th at 7:30PM!

2011 WHS OFFICERS
President

KATHRYN RALSTON
A WENONAH LEGEND
by Vicki McCall

Charles Horan

Vice President

Paul Lader

Secretary

Vicki McCall

Treasurer

Carol Wiltsee

Trustee

Betty Macleod

Trustee

Louis McCall

Our condolences go out to the Ralston Family.
Kathryn was called home to the Lord on March

14, 2011.
We are deeply
saddened by the
loss of such a
wonderful
woman. She has
been an
inspi ration to so
many of us. She
was active in the
Historical Society
and the American Legion.

Meetings are held on the
second Friday of each month
(except June, July and August)
at
the Train Station Community
Center.
botany. In the past 30 years, Karl has addressed
hundreds of audiences, taught field botany on a
college level, worked as a wetland delineator,
and has led hundreds of field trips for general
nature and botanical study in New Jersey
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Mrs. Ralston taught 4th grade at Wenonah
Elementary School for 25 years and was
recognized as Outstanding Elementary Teacher
of America in 1975-the first ever from
Wenonah School. She was instrumental in
turning many chi ldren into upstanding citizens.
She led not only by word, but by example. In
2009, she and her husband Don were
recognized as "Wenonah Legends."

2011 W HS DUES ARE DUE
Just a reminder that the 2011 WHS dues are
due and are still a bargain at $15 per fami ly. The
dues can be given to any of the W HS officers.

DO YOU WANT TO RECEIVE
YOUR NEWSLETTER
ELECTRONICALLY?

Kathryn Ralston will be missed ...

If you would like to receive an electronic version
of the newsletter i nstead of a copy delivered by
the I..J.S. Postal Service, let me know at
smithlr@att.net. The newsletter will arrive
sooner, reduce our printing and postage costs,
and if t here is something in colo r, you will be
able to see the colors.

SUNS HINE NEWS
by Vicki McCall
Please forward any news of a member's illness
or surgery to me at vmccallpc@comcast.net so
we can send cards and well wishes. I will
forward the information to the newsletter
editor.

*****
The following house photos and information have been provided by Frank Eggert.

FEATURE HOUSE
7 West Mantua Avenue-Howard-Wentzell Building
The construction of "Howard's
Hall" started in December of 1872
and was completed in 1873. The
third f loor was laid out for a
public hall. This was the site of the
first public school in Wenonah. In
1877, the YMCA organized and
met there. On several occasions,
the Deptford Township
Republican party had meetings in
the public hall. One of the most
significant uses of the building
was the genera l store of Walter
and Elizabeth Wentzell. The
merchandise of the store included
feed for horses, ice and
newspapers. Abutting the building
to the east, the Wentzell's had an ice cream pavilion .
. - - - - - - - - -·····················-
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FEATURE HOUSE
406 West Mantua Avenue-Tenant House on Stone House Farm
Oral history indicates and suggests
that this house was a tenant
building on the Stone House Farm,
before it was moved from the north
side of Mantua Avenue and the
creek to its present location. If this is
the case, the house predates 1800.
It was recorded that the house was
used by Daniel Brown as a carpenter
and sash shop, and as an office
building for the Duell and Perry
Canning Factory.

FEATURE HOUSE
111 North Lincoln Avenue-Stone House Tenant Farm
Colonel Stephen Greene of
Philadelphia purchased this
"Old Farmhouse" from the
Mantua Land and Improvement
Company in 1891. Although its
actual age is unknown, the
house is known to be one of
the oldest farm houses here
before the formation of
Wenonah and a tenant farm
house on the Stone House
Farm "Plantation ." The house
was moved to its present
location when the West Jersey
and Seashore Railroad was built
in 1871. The deed from the
Mantua Land and Improvement
Company states "No malt
vinous, spiritous or intoxicating liquors shall be manufactured or sold on said premises; that no
soap bone boiling, lamp black, varnish, slaughter house, piggery or other offensive trade or
business be carried out on said premises."
. - - - - - - - - - - - -·····················-
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Wenonah Historical Society

Newsletter

Next Meeting at 7:30P.M. on
Friday, May 13, 2011

Volume 9, Issue 5, May 2011

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Charles Horan

Next month is our annual June Picnic. We will
have a sign-up sheet at the meet ing for
volunteers to bring va rious culinary items for all
to enjoy. Please remember t o keep the time
and date open: 5:00PM (not 7:30PM) Friday,
June 10th.

Dear Members,
Welcome Spring. Finally ! ! ! What a joy to see all
varieti es of dogwoods, azaleas, iris and many
other trees and plants all around town in their
Spring plumage. Our program for t his Friday's
meeting features our very own Dean Polk. Dean
and his wife Christine and their two children,
Jeremy and Carly (24 and 21), have been living
in Wenonah for many years. Dean is an
entomologist w ith Rutgers Cooperative
Ext ension. His topic will be: Blueberries and the
history of their cultivation in southern New
Jersey. This fruit has advanced from growing in

Unfortunately neither our May meeting nor our
June picnic will conflict w ith a Flyers playoff
game.
See everyone Friday, May 13th at 7:30 PM !

SUNSHINE NEWS
by Vicki McCall
Please forward any news of a member's illness
or surgery to me at vmccallpc@comcast.net so
we can send cards and well wishes. I will
forward t he informat ion to the newsletter
editor.

the w i ld to become a major component of New
Jersey agricult ural pr oduction. Also, as an
added att raction, the topic of our new friends
the "brown ma rmorated stink bug" w ill be
addressed in detail if there exists sufficient
interest.

2011 WHS DUES ARE DUE
2011 WHS OFFICERS
President
Vice President

Just a reminder that t he 2011 WHS dues are
due and are still a bargain at $15 per fami ly. The
dues can be given to any of the W HS officers.

Charles Horan
Paul Lader

Secretary

Vicki McCall

Treasurer

Carol Wiltsee

Trustee

Betty Macl eod

Trustee

Louis McCall

DO YOU WANT TO RECEIVE
YOUR NEWSLETTER
ELECTRONICALLY?
If you would like to receive an electronic version
of the newsletter i nst ead of a copy delivered by
t he IJ.S. Posta l Service, let me know at
smit hlr@att.net. The newsletter will arrive
sooner, reduce our printing and postage costs,
and if t here is something in color, you will be
able to see t he colors

Meetings are held on the
second Friday of each month
(except June, July and August)
at
t he Trai n Stat ion Community
Cent er.
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The following house photos and information have been provided by Frank Eggert.

FEATURE HOUSE
201 South Clinton Avenue-Stephen Greene House
I know many
of you will
recognize
this house,
but some of
you will not.
Perhaps,
coverage
from the
local
newspapers
on October
17, 1923 will
help.

Marion avenues, Wenonah, and before it was

2

extinguished considerable damage had been
done to the house and contents by fire and
water.
It is said to have been one of the worst that the
borough has experienced.

academy rendered service and assisted in
carrying some of the furniture from the first
floor to a place of safety.
The flames were confined to the building and
swept up the winding stairway to to the third
floor cupola and roof. Fearing that the fire
would get beyond control of the local
department and spread to nearby buildings a
call went to Woodbury and Good Will's three in
one and a number of firemen from our
(Woodbury's) department went down and they
with the Mantua fire company assisted
Wenonah ...

The fire was discovered by Joseph Truncer
before 10 o'clock, who was on his way home,
and seeing a light in the house and knowing
that the place had not been occupied as a
dwelling for past eight years, he began an
investigation and found it to be a fire at the foot
of the stairway on the first floor. An alarm was
sounded and the Wenonah Fire Department
quickly responded and did excellent service
although they were greatly handicapped by
bursting hose. Students from the military

"

************************

This is the
house (or at
least half of the
house) as it
stands today.
The other half is
right next door
at 203 South
Clinton Avenue.
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Wenonah Historical Society

Next Meeting at 6:ooP.M. on
Friday, September 9, 2011

Newsletter
THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Charles Horan
Greeti'ngs fellow members. I trust you have
enjoyed this wet and wonderful summer and
have su rvived recent calamities (earthquake
and hurricane) in fine fashion. We now look
forward t o the 2011 - 2012 Wenonah Historical
Society season. The October and November
meeting programs are planned (details in the
next newsletter). But first things f i rst.
Our Sept ember "Meet and Greet Kickoff
Classic" is scheduled for Friday, September 9 at
6:00PM. Sue and Larry Smith have generously
offered t o open their home at 110 S. Clinton
Ave. for t his annual event. I ask that attendees
bring appetizers and desserts based on the first
letter of your last name:
•
•

A through M - please bring an appetizer.
N through Z- please bring a dessert.

Volume 9, Issue 6, September 2011

WENONA H MEMORIES ON
FACE BOOK
There are lots of nostalgic memories being
shared on Facebook by the group "You know
you are from Wenonah if ... " There are more
tha n 390 members in the group. Some nice
photos have been posted, including one of
Margie's, as well as interesting recollections of
G. Wayne Post , The Wenonah Swim Club,
Wenonah School. The Military Academy, and of
course, t he July 4 th parade. Dave Brangan even
came up with this idea for July 4, 2012:

"OK all of you Wenonah folks still living
in Wenonah, here is a project for you.
At the next Fourth of July, set up a
couple of tables in the park, or better
yet, in front of the Fire Station, with a
big sign: 'Facebook Reunion.' We can
ail gather there and exchange stories in
person!"

Beverages will be provided.
This event is an excellent opportunity to invite a
friend or neighbor who may be a prospective
new member of the WHS.
I look forward to meeting again and reuniting
after our "Summer Break."
See
everyone
on Friday,
September
9th at 6.00
PM at the
Smiths!!!
Thank you.

2011 WHS OFFICERS
President

Charles Horan

Vice President

Paul Lader

Secretary

Vicki McCall

Treasurer

Carol Wiltsee

Trustee

Betty Macl eod

Trustee

Louis McCall

M eetings are held on the
second Friday of each
month
(except June, July and
August)

DO YOU WANT TO RECEIVE
YOUR NEWSLETTER
ELECTRONICALLY?
If you would like to receive an electronic version
of the newsletter instead of a copy delivered by
the U.S. Postal Service, let me know at
smithlr@att.net. The newsletter will arrive
sooner, reduce our printing and postage costs,
and if there is something in color, you will be
able to see the colors.

SUNSHINE NEWS
by Vicki McCall
Please forward any news of a member's illness
or surgery to me at vmccallpc@comcast.net so
we can send cards and well wishes. I will
forward the information to the newsletter
editor, Larry Smith.

HISTORY OF POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY IN WENONAH
by Jack C. Sheppard Sr.
During the formative years following
Wenonah's creation in 1871 there was little
need or funds available for a formal police
department. From old newspaper reports it is
apparent most residents had guns for hunting
and for persona l protection and di d not hesitate
to use them whenever a threat, perceived or
real, manifested itself.
At most there was one person who acted as a
law officer or constable. For many years our
lawman was John Drummer who later, in 1914,
was el ected to serve on Borough Council.
During the early years before the turn of the
century there was very little crime reported in
Wenonah. Gloucester County towns were fewer
then, separated by considerable open space,
and travel was by train, horse or on foot. What
crime there was seemed to be caused by hobos
arriving and departing on the numerous freight
trains passing through town or just walking the
rails (proposed DRPA High-Speed line extension
to Glassboro?).

when he had time. He apparently forgot about
the man until the next day when he returned to
the siding and the freight car was gone, along
with his lock and the stranger.
One or two people on call seemed to provide all
of the police protection necessary until
sometime in the 1930's when E. J. Truncer was
hired by Council with the title "Borough
Marshall." About 1934/35 he was replaced by
George Bowker Sr. To assist him, Council took
on George Eggert (member Frank Eggert's
father) as a patrolman. Patrolman Eggert was
eventually replaced by Donald Fiske in that
position. Then in 1954 Marshall Bowker retired
and was replaced by Walter Hain with the title
"Chief" thereby becoming Wenonah's first
"Chief of Police". Chief Hain continued to
handle Wenonah's formal policing needs
utilizing assistance from volunteers when
necessary.

On May 14, 1954, Borough Council approved
the creation of a volunteer group with the name
Strangers were viewed with suspicion, usually
"Wenonah Police Reserves." State laws at the
being called upon to furnish an acceptable
time permitted such groups to carry weapons
reason for being in Wenonah. One report had it and perform public safety functions. The
that Constable Drummer didn't accept the
Reserves were tra ined in the legal aspects and
reason provided by a stranger so he locked him
handling of firearms by Jim Conway (father of
in a boxcar on the rail siding in the center of
WHS member Barbara Conway), firearms
town with the intent to question him further
instructor for the Gloucester County Sheriff's
. - - - - - - - - - - - -·························-·········- -··2
................
- · · · · · · · · · · · ·- -- -- ____I

office. The Police Reserves assisted the chief
and his volunteers when called upon to do so,
especi ally during special occasions such as the
4th of July and Memorial Day.

Over the years the state Legislature imposed
more rules, regulations and training
req uirements on the police volunteers
rendering such volunteer police activity nearly
impossible. More trained and licensed
policemen (and ultimately women) had to be
hired. By the time I stepped down as mayor
after 1990 the force consisted of Chief Miller,
four patrolmen and two police cars. This
amount of staffing and equipment was entirely
adequate for our police needs satisfying shiftstaffing, illness, holidays and vacations as long
as the policing was confined to Wenonah. Chief
Miller issued standing orders that patrolmen
were not to leave town, even disciplining one
w ho did. It was the Chiefs belief that

This ar rangement seemingly satisfied the
policing needs of the town until after WWII
when the part-time patrolman James Miller was
hired full-time to assist Chief Hain .. When I
moved into Wenonah in the early 1950's all of
the policing was provided by the Chief,
patrolman Jim Miller and the Reserves. The
photograph below shows Chief Hain and the
members of the Police Reserve organization at a
meeting in Tom Synnott's barn where annual
meetings of the Reserve were held.

Wenonah Police Reserve ca 1954. Front row left to right: Bill Queale, Walt Hain, Charles
Frederick, George Bowker Sr., Tom Synnott; back row left to right: Paul Sargent, Barney
Lorence, Jerry Hammond, Donald Fiske, Porter Fay, Jim Conway, Tom Shearer, Joseph
Toce, George Bowker Jr.
. - - - - - - - - - - - -·····················-
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Wenonah's tax base was insufficient to afford
the additional costs that would result from
"regiona l" policing. I concurred. Apparently that
thinking has now changed as Wenonah's force
is considerably larger, routinely responding to
calls for assistance f rom police in adjoining
towns. Obviously such outside activity imposes
significant additional manpower and equipment
costs plus added danger to our officers and
increased insurance liability exposure.
Research into past newspaper reports on
Weno nah law enforcement activities provide
the fol lowing items of interest and historic
curiosity;

February 1889 - "A meeting of citizens was held
on Thursday night to devise means of
protecting against burglars."
June 1l900 - 11The question of a lockup is now
agitati ng the public mind. Offenders when
arrested at night shou ld not be chained to a
post until taken to Woodbury in the morning."
July 1900- "Council has taken steps toward
establishing a lockup and Mrs. Lashley's barn is
to be leased and refitted to that use."

August 9, 1900- A report in the Woodbury
Daily Times advised the construction of a
" lockup" in Wenonah saying" .. it has had a
very salutary effect as it has not yet had an
occupant. But our evil doers- of which we have
very few- wi ll have to keep a sharp lookout f or
Drummer as he is a determined sleuth."

June 1901 - "Officer Drummer sti ll keeps his
eye on t ramps and locks them up overnight if
they have any suspicious looks."
December 1901 - Woodbury Times reportWatchman J. J. Drummer "was kindly
remembered by the townspeople in the gift of a
handsome Smith & Wesson revolver to show
that his work is appreciated."
·····················-

····-···--····-

December 1903- "Four boys ranging in age
from 10 to 14 years were discovered in town by
officers Drummer and Chew begging for their
supper. They were charged with vagrancy and
Mayor Lorence committed them to the county
jail for ten days. (Talk about tough love). They
claim to have homes in New Vorl<."
March 17, 1904 - Woodbury Times- "Officers
Drummer and Chew received word to arrest
two men who had stolen a gun near Glassboro
and were walking up the railroad tracks.
Drummer fired several revolver shots at two
men who started to run as soon as the officers
made known their business. They were arrested
and taken before Mayor Lorence who bound
one over for t he Grand Jury and gave the other
ninety days in the county jail."
March 1904 - "Constable Drummer found a
couple suspicious characters loitering around
McCormick's grocery about 2 o'clock this
morning. They said they were looking for work.
Mr. Drummer put them in the lockup until
daylight knowing they could not find much work
in the dark."
September 1904 - Woodbury Times- " ... four
men were seen attempting to force entrance
into the R. C. Ballinger residence. Word was
sent to Watchma n Drummer. They saw him
coming and the only thing he could do was to
shoot at them as the rogues fled."
March 1938- A delegation of women from the
loca l Woman's Club and the Parent-Teacher
Associat ion attended Borough Council with a
plea that a daytime traffic officer be assigned to
the borough to halt speeding and reckless
driving.
February 1954- Wenonah Council took steps to
provide more adequate police protection with
the appointment of a second regular officer.

··-·- 4-································································-

························-······-~

November 1954- Wenonah officials, police and
police reserves joined in ceremonies Saturday
when the borough's new police car was placed
in service. Attending were Thomas Synnott,
president of the Police Reserves, Police Chief
George Bowker, Councilman Charles Fredrick,
Mayor Wi lliam Conway, Roland Fay, Assistant
Chief Wa lter Hain, Jerry Hammond, Paul
Sargent, George Bowker Jr., Tom Shearer and
James Conway.

February 1958- Councilman Charles Fredrick
announced the Wenonah police headquarters
has been set up in the original West Jersey RR
ticket office on N. West Avenue. It was used
previously as our tax office, Shuster's Barber
Shop and more recently as the Wild Iris flower
shop.

************************

LETTER OF THANKS TO THE
WENONAH POLICE FORCE
Take a close look around you ... at your own home and t h ose surrounding it.. .. at the beautiful
woods and nature trails that surround this town. Wenonah truly repr esents one of the few towns
that can still boast a sense of comm unity, a spirit of camaraderie, and a commitment to the town
and its people. Let us NEVER lose sight of that and let us renew our own promises to enrich this
town.
It is in this spirit that I wish to express our sincere gratitude to the Wenonah Police Force. Their
presence in this wonderful place we call home is as integral to its essence as the surrounding
woods, trails, and homes.
In the 35 plus years we have called this place home, the police have played an integral role in
shaping our town, and our chi ldren. As a child, I remember the police being not just authority
figures, but our neighbors and friends. There was a sense of safety that we have taken for granted.
As parents raising our children here, we are thankful for their presence at the Easter egg hunts,
the Fourth of July, at Halloween, as part of the DARE program, as educators for our scouts, and as
behind the scene off icers who patrol and make sure we sleep safely at night.
For anyone who is not fami liar with the Haunted House fundraisers the police department did,
they were truly events to be seen ! These events raised over $30,000 for programs to benefit our
children.
They are the unsung heroes of ou r town and we thank them for all they do and trust that they will
be able to continue to be an integr al part not just of Wenonah's history, but of its future.
Lou and Vicki McCall and Family

. - - - - - - - - - - - - -·····················-
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Wenonah Historical Society

Next Meeting at 7:30 P.M. on
Friday, October 14, 2011

Newsletter

Volume 9, Issue 7, October 2011

There also will be a surprise donation made to
the WHS of an artifact that dates back to the old
Wenonah Inn. The donors, who are related to
original proprietor of the Inn, will be present at
our October meeting so that we may recognize
and thank them.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Charles Horan
Dear Members,
The hot, humid, and very wet summer season
has given way to the cool, crisp autumn
weather that makes living in Southern New
Jersey such a joy. I would like to again thank our
members Sue and Larry Smith for opening their
beautiful home for our September Meet and
Greet. Although I was unable to attend in
person, 1 was certainly there in spirit.

1 look forward to seei ng you Friday, October

14th at 7:30P.M.

RECORDING THE HISTORY OF
WENONAH

Wen onah is called home by current and many
former residents. Two of those former residents
Our program this month features local botanist
Cara DeHart Lewis and Gerard McGarrity have
Karl Anderson, who presented "Natural Places
been discussing plans to create a video on
of Gloucester County" at our April 2011
Wenonah's rich history as wel l as the people
meeting. Karl has prepared
that have made it into a
a new program on the
wonderful town. Cara owns
2011 WHS OFFICERS
history of iron mi ning in
a
video
production
New Jersey will debut it at
President
Charles Horan
company in Florida arnd
our October meeting. A
Vice President
Paul Lader
Gerard is a producer in
glimpse of Karl Anderson's
Secretary
Vicki McCall
Washington, D.C. for C"Iron" follows:
SPAN.
This past July they
Treasurer
Carol Wiltsee
interviewed Majorie Lentz
Iron was the Great Equalizer
Betty Macleod
Trustee
about her book and her
of the ancient world, and it
Trustee
Louis McCall
recollections
of the town.
formed the basis of our
Meetings are held on the
On October 14th, they plan
civilization today. Traces of
second Friday of each month
on talking with former
the New Jersey iron industry
(except June, July and August)
mayor
and local historian
are well known to historians
at the Train Station Community
Jack Sheppard Sr. about the
and
industrial
Center.
town.
archaeologists. But what

led up to that? This program will present a little
of the history, a little about the chemistry, and
something about the production of this metal,
from its earliest uses in the Near East about
three thousand years ago, to the two hundred
years or so when its mining and manufacture
played a prominent part in the economy of New
Jersey.

The long-term project is in the beginning
research and planning stages. They are looking
for old film or video footage and plan on
continuing to talk with present as well as past
citizens. If you have old fi lm/video of the town
or parade or questions, please contact them at:
gerard mcgarrity@yahoo.com
or cardehlew@yahoo.com.

_
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SUNSHINE NEWS
by Vicki McCall

DO YOU WANT TO RECEIVE
YOUR NEWSLETTER
ELECTRONICALLY?
If you would like to receive an electronic version
of the newsletter instead of a copy delivered by
the U.S. Postal Service, let me know at
smithlr@att.net. The newsletter will arrive
sooner, reduce our printi ng and postage costs,
and if there is something in color, you will be
able to see the colors.

Marj orie Lentz will soon be moving from Manor
Care to Pitman Manor. Her main complaints?
She does not like getting old and claims she has
a lot of work yet to do at home.
Please forward any news of a member' s illness
or surgery to me at vmccallpc@comcast.net so
we can send car ds and well wishes. I will
forward the information to the newsletter
editor, Larry Smith.

W ENONAH
Provided by Jack C. Sheppard Sr.
This [Wenonah] is the name adopted for the
new village at Mantua Station, about two and a
half miles below Woodbury. The directors have
gone to work and in a very short time a
surprising change will be seen by those who
remem ber the "truck patches" of that locality.
We hear that about 100 acres have been laid
out into bui lding lots, 75 x 150 feet each.
The two central avenues, West Jersey and
Mantua, are each 100 feet wide. On West
Jersey Avenue the railroad company reserves
100 feet in the center and on each side of their
reservation will be avenues for carriages and
driving of 75 feet width, with sidewalks of 15
feet.
An imposing hotel is now i n process of erection.
It is to be 45 x 52 feet i n dimensions, three
stories high with back buildings 26 by 40 feet,
and the whole surrounded by a verandah 12
feet wide. Each room is to contain water and
gas and be furnished in elegant style.

cupola. This hotel is contracted to be f inished In
June next, at a cost of $15,000. During the
summer about twelve other elegant cottages
are to be completed. All the streets, except the
two main avenues, are to be 66 f eet w ide.
The location of thi s piece of ground is peculia r ly
adapted for the building up of a suburban
village, being high and healthfu I with pure and
cool wells of water for all domestic purposes. It
is 65 feet above Mantua Creek and from its
summit can be seen the steeples of Swedesboro
and many prominent points in t he surrounding
country.
The name selected for this young village is
Wen onah, (Daughter of the West Wind) from
Longfellow's "Hiawatha".

The prices of lots have been fixed from $200 to
$400 and the
extensive improvements
contemplated by the company have already
given to the place an impetus which cannot fail
to make it one of the most desirable points
The hotel is to be on the Doric style of along the West Jersey railroad.
architecture, and surmounted with a splendid
··········-
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Over 600 trees, mostly maples, have already
been .set out along the avenues. The creek in
the vicinity affords grand water power for

manufacturing pur poses, which will be at once
taken advantage of and converted into use.
From

"The

Constitution" April

19,

1871.

THE STONE POND GARDEN
Information and photos provided by Frank Eggert and Richard Dilks
The Stone Pond was built in 1912, as part of an and garden (below) by adding a low stone wall,
extensive garden in an apple orchard owned by steps, a bench, and numerous plantings of
Dr. William H. Greene, son of Stephen Greene. bushes, ferns and perennial wildflowers.
The elder Greene was a prominent resident of
early Wenonah and an original director of the
Mantua Land and Improvement Co. The Greene
estate included the land between S. Clinton
Ave. and S. Marion Ave., extending south from
Willow St. to then Greene's Lake along the
Monongahela branch. Also included on the
estate were the Greene's residence on the
southeast corner of S. Clinton Ave. and E.
Willow St., a caretaker's house (106 E. Willow
St.), gardens, a greenhouse, a peacock walk, a
pleasure lake, and a two-story boathouse.
The Stone Pond was "discovered" by the
Wenonah Environmental Commission in about
2000, obscured and covered with debris.
Supported by a donation from the Women's
Club
of
Wenonah,
the
Environmental
Commission created the first Stone Pond
Garden (below) that same year. In 2010-11, the
Environmental Commission, again supported by
the Women's Club, further improved the pond
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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Charles Horan

MARJORIE LENTZ AND
RACHEL KNISSEL

Dear Members,

Marjorie Lentz has joined Rachel Knissel at
Pitman Manor. Their address is:

I hope our members found last months
presentation by Karl! Anderson on the history of Pitman Manor
metals and mining interesting and inf ormative.
535 N. Oak Ave.
Pitman, NJ 08071
Our program for this month stems from an
article by Bob Shryock in the Gloucester County
Marjorie is in Room #314-C. Rachel is in Room
Times on October 24, 2011
{http://www.nj.com/gloucester/voices/index.ss #HC-304-B.
f/2011/10/bob shryock glass book a hefty.ht
CHRISTMAS PARTY
ml ). He wrote about Tom C. Haunton, a Pitman
DECEMBER 9, 2011
native w ho has written a 438-page book (800+
photos) on the Clevenger Brothers of Clayton
Pat Sole is again organizing
and their unique glass
the
WHS Christmas Party.
2011
WHS
OFFICERS
product s produced from
This popular event will be
1930 to 1999. Mr. Haunton
President
Charles Horan
held the evening of Friday,
will feature a 30-minute
December 9th. Social hour
slide show and a "show and
Pau l Lader
Vice President
will be from 5 to 6 PM, and
tell" of some unique glass
Secretary
McCall
dinner will start at 6 PM. As
Vicki
artifacts. His book-Last
in
previous years, the
Links to the Past: 20th
Treasurer
Caro l Wiltsee
Telford Inn wi ll cater and we
Century South Jersey
will have an optional gift
Glass-will be available for
Trustee
Betty Macl eod
exchange. The cost remains
purchase ($110 for
McCall
Trustee
Louis
at $20 per person. Pat needs
hardbound; $80 for
to
know who will be
softbound; plus NJ sales
Meetings are held on the
attending by the middle of
tax). Tom lives i n
second Friday of each month
November. Please let her
Massachusetts. As luck
(except June, July and August)
at
the
Train
Station
Community
know
this Friday at our
would have it, he will be in
Center.
November meeting or call
the area next weekend for
her at 856-468-6661.
a presentation at the
Heritage Glass Museum in Glassboro and has
agreed to visit our gr oup this comi ng Friday
evening.

ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER?
If you would like to receive an electronic version
of t h e newsletter i nstead of a copy delivered by
the U.S. Postal Service, please let Larry Smith
know at smithlr@att.net.

I look forwa rd to seeing you Friday, November
11th at 7:30 PM. We should have a good
turnout and an interesting presentation.

··················································································································································································································································································································································································-
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WENONAH AND THE MILITARY ACADEMY

By Marjorie Lentz
It all started with a meeting of businessmen at
the "New Mantua Station" of the West Jersey
Railroad Company.

In the rooms that formerly accommodated hotel
guests who were mainly interested in dances and
fine food, the rooms now accommodated cadets
interested in horsemanship and higher education.
Hotel rooms were converted to classrooms,
dormitories, a library, a chapel and an infirmary,
although a commu nication to parents hinted the
infirmary would rarely be used.

This station was built about 1866 when the
railroad company straightened the tracks which at
that time were on a track bed running past
Wenonah Lake, south on what is now Jefferson
Avenue, crossing the M antua Creek on a bridge at a
point now known by m ost kids in town as "Clay Hil l".

The first officers of the Wenonah Military
Academy were Stephen Greene, President and
owner, Dr. William H. Greene, Vice- President, son of
Stephen Greene an d known internationally as a
scientist, Dr. H.A. Stout, treasurer and Major J.R.
Jones, secretary. On the Board of Counsel were the
Rev. Raymond H. Gage and Thomas W . Synnott.
Captain Percy C. Jones was commander of the
cadets.

At .a meeting during 1869 in the New Mantua
Station the men agreed to pool their money and buy
5 farms surrounding the station. These are the lands
on which they intended to build a town. The
Histori·cal Society has a scrap of paper dated 1869
on which it is noted "we wi ll name t he town
"Winona". That name is crossed out and the word
"Weno nah" substituted for it. For those who may
not krnow, Wenonah is a Santee Indian name
meaning a first-born daughter.

Although Wenonah was accustomed to the social
activities of the Wenonah Inn during the summer,
the Wenonah Mil itary Academy kept the town
hopping during the school term. The first month the
Academy was opened, there were a reception and
dance for two hundred people, a skating carnival on
Warner' s Lake with hundreds of lighted lanterns, a
minstrel show, a horuse party and numerous football
games. This was the beginning of a social whirl that
kept Wenonah spinning for the next thirty years.
Wenonah residents were invited to band concerts,
glee club performances, drama p roductions, and
horsemanship exhibitions. Local girls vied f or
invitations to dances and on Sunday the whole town
turned out for full-dress parades and cadet drill
demonstrations.

The men formed a company named the " Mantua
Land and Improvement Company" which was
authorized to lay out streets and roads, build a hotel
and start selling buildi ng lots.
The first building constructed was the Wenonah
Inn hotel, built in 1870-71 and opened in the spring
of 1872. From that t ime forward many people from
Camden and Philadelphia came to t he hotel by t rain
and Wenonah was considered to be a summer
resort.
In the interests of time I will skip ahead about 30
years to the year 1903. By this t ime Wenonah was
able to exist on its own with a fairly sizable
population, a permanent government, stores, a
school, and the hotel. But the hotel was having
financial trouble and was forced to close. Some said
it was the automobi le that allowed people to go
where they wanted to, much more conveniently
than on the train.

During the presidency of Dr. Charles H. Lorence,
the Wenonah Military Academy reached its pea k
with an enrollment of 200 cadets who came f rom as
far away as California and Cuba. Upon the death of
Dr. Lorence, Major Clayton A. Snyder assumed the
presidency. For 23 years Major Lloyd L. Lammert
was headmaster and athletic director. Other key
members of the faculty included Capt ain Thomas A.
Clingan, instructor in mathematics and Mary
Bilderback, instructor in instrumental music. Dr.
Thomas J. Mulvey was director of advertising.
Cadets enrolled in the classical, Latin-scientif ic, or
English-commercial
courses.
Military
scien ce
included instruction in rifle practice, infantry drills,

Though the automobile forced the closing of the
Wenonah Inn, a new era opened in Wenonah. Major
J. R. Jones, former head of the drill team sponsored
by the John Wanamaker Store, Philadelphia, rid ing
past the vacant Wenonah Inn, conceived an idea for
the use of the facility. He quickly relayed his plan to
owner Stephen Greene.
On September 20, 1904 the Wenonah Military
Academy opened.
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horsemanship and military discipline. Horsemanship
instruction was $100 extra, but it included the rental
of the h orse.

grandstand held 500 spectators, cadets ran a
quarter-mile cinder track, played football with prep
schools like Malvern, Seton Hall and Pennington,
played baseball and practiced horsemanship and
military tactics. A twelve-acre field along Glassboro
Road was used for polo and lacrosse. Golf was
played at the Oak Valley Country Club, sometimes
referred to as the Wenonah Country Club or,
originally Altwald Golf Links, which was situated in a
wooded area off Ogden Road. The word "ogden" is
derived from the Swedish word meaning "val ley of
oaks.."

In an advertising brochure, the Wenonah Military
Academy emphasized that it had " .... established
as its guiding principle the formation of mora l
character, the teaching of respect for authority and
the strict adherence to the fundamentals of a sound
academic and business education." The brochure
emphasized also that Wenonah has a "quiet
seclusion" and is "sufficiently removed from the
dangerous enticements of the city" and yet is
"within easy reach of Camden and Philadelphia on
the West Jersey and Seashore Railroad."

On the Wenonah polo field along WoodburyGlassboro Road one polo team defeated a team
from the West Point Military Academy. Many
graduating cadets gained recognition on college
teams and Herbert J. Pennock, who became a major
league pitcher, is named in the Baseball Hall of Fame
in Cooperstown, N.Y.

Also "Wenonah is an entirely residential town
with no factories. It has its own entirely
independent sanitary drainage system."
And especially directed to parents the Academy
advised that "the sale of intoxicants within a mile of
the Academy is absolutely prohibited by law" and
"the town has a marked freedom from sickness and
disease."

In addition to the former Wenonah Inn, the
Wenonah Military Academy occupied the Charles H.
Lorence Cottage which housed senior cadets and
the Clayton A. Snyder Cottage which housed junior
cadets. A drill hall was built behind the Academy
and it was claimed to have
the largest floor space of any
gymnasium in South Jersey. It
was large enough to drill an
entire battalion, and of
course, to accommodate the
dances. At one mid-term
reception six hundred people
attended and danced. A
stone
walll
was
added
fronting the academy (still there) and in 1916 the
building formerly housing the Wenonah Inn's
bowling alley was converted to a science laboratory.

In 1913 the annual charges of $600 included
"tuition, board, heat light, twelve pieces of laundry
and
mending
of
underclothing."
Tuition
doubled during the years but
included
"table
linen,
pressing
and
use
of
firearms."
However
this
charge did not include the
$250 cost for a uniform.
During the 30 years of
Academy existence the uniforms changed from time
to time but typically the cadet wore a uniform of
grey with various kinds of adornments. The dress
uniform worn by cadet Le Grand Reeves was the
first style as he was in the first graduating class in
1906. Another style was worn by the school
teaching staff and they were similar to U.S. Army
uniforms. The cadet officers' full dress uniform
included a sword, sash and shako. By 1916 there
was a waiting list as every available space is filled."

After the games and dances the cadets escorted
their guests to the Wenonah Drug Store and to
Walter Wentzell's store for sandwiches and ice
cream.
In September 1935 Dr. Charles H. Lorence
announced that the Wenonah Military Academy
wou ld not be open "because of economic reasons."

Although military discipline soon earned the
Academy the name of "The West Point of South
Jersey," athletics brought fame to the school. On
Stephen Greene's athletic f ield where the

And now all we have are written records,
photographs, some uniforms and swords, and many
fond memories .

_ __________ _ _

.................................................................................................................... ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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And, if you need a New Year's resolution, why
not resolve to bring a neighbor to one of our
meetings in 2012. That should be a easy
resolution to achieve.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Charles Horan
Dear Members,

ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER?
Happy Holidays to all! To those who have
reserved a seat at our Christmas dinner and gift
If you would like to receive an electronic version
exchange, I look forward to seeing you on
Friday, December gth (5:00P.M. social hour;
of the newsletter instead of a copy delivered by
6:00P.M. dinner). To those who are not
the IJ.S. Postal Service, let me know at
attending the dinner, I hope
smithlr@att.net. The newsletter
to see you at our first
will arrive sooner, reduce our
2011 WHS OFFICERS
meeting of 2012, which will
printing and postage costs, and
be on Friday, January 13th at
President
Charles Horan
if there is something in color
the Train Station Community
(such as the photo below), you
Vice President
Paul Lader
Center. Our presentation will
wi ll be able to see the colors.
Secretary
Vicki McCall
be "Wenonah before it was
Carol Wiltsee
Wenonah."
Treasurer
Trustee
Betty Macl eod
If you need that special
holiday gift, consider one
Trustee
Louis McCall
from the Wenonah Historical
Meetings are held on the
Society. Selections include
second Friday of each
Wenonah canvas carry-all
month
(except June, July and
bags, Wenonah Christmas
August)
tree ornaments, and
beautiful framed photos of
local landmarks such as the
Train Station. Please call Pat Sole {468-6661) to
purchase or inquire about an item from the
W HS store.

Charlie Horan rings the bell from the
Wenonah Inn.

Wenonah's Water (1885-1945)
by Larry Smith
The following chronology provide's a glimpse of the
history of Wenonah's water, which began with the
organization of the Wenonah Water Company in 1885.
The initial water system included galvanized pipes, a
single well, and an experimental fire hydrant at the
corner of East Mantua Avenue and North Clinton Avenue
(Marjorie K. Lentz, Wenonah, 2009). Water conservation
was documented as early as 1891, with restrictions on
lawn watering. Wenonah's first water tower---a 100-foot
standpipe--- was constructed in 1894. Meters were

installed in 1909, and the "rent" on water was raised
from $15 to $21 per year in 1913. By 1936, the water
system reached all but 22 of the 368 potential customers
in the Borough.
For the most part, the chronology has been compiled
verbatim from newspaper articles contained in the
archives of the Wenonah Historical Society and the
official records of the Borough's government (Jack C.
Sheppard, Sr., Information about Wenonah, 1991).
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April15, 1885- "The movement to secure a water supply
for t he Borough has been revived."

pipe to be 100 feet and to be situated at the north end of
the borough."

July 1, ll.885- "In t he opinion of the best informed our
town w ill before long enj oy the luxury and advantage of
water works. A preliminary meeting has been held at
which the matter was fUilly discussed. It is proposed, if
sufficient 'water takers' can be got, to go on with the
organization, buy the land and water supply, procure
estimates as to cost of reservoir construction and
machinery, and make the basis of business a capital stock
of $25,000."

June 5, 1894 - "The first carload of iron (plates) for the
new stand pipe in Wenonah arrived last Saturday."
June 27, 1894 - "Nine sections of the new Wenonah
Water Company stand pipe have been put up, the men
not stopping even in the very hot weather of last week."
July 25, 1894 - "The new stand pipe of the Wenonah
Water Co. has been completed and has been filled with
water. We anticipate a test on
Wenonah plumbing when the
water shall be turned on with
the added force over the old
service."

July 15, 1885- "Water
works are among the early
probabi liries. Last Thursday
the 'Wenonah Water
Company' bought 21 acres
of land included in which
are t he ponds from which
will be drawn the water for
supplying the Borough. One
of t he conditions of the sale
was that t he purchaser
should ·carry out the project
of water works."

November 14, 1894- ''The
West Jersey Railroad Co. have
purchased of the Wenonah
Water Co. t heir old tanks and
are moving them to Elmer."
December 6, 1894- ''The
Wenonah Water Company are
boring several artesian wells,
and erecting a large pumping
and engine house in the glen
near the lake."

August 19, 1885 - "The
Wenonah Water Supply
Company has organized by
June 6, 1903- ''The Water
electing Stephen Greene,
Company is drawing off the
President and Dr. Geo. W .
lake at the pumping station, as
Bailey, Secretary and
a precaution, that in case the
Treasurer. Plans and
drouth keeps up, and the
specifications have been
seven 8-inch artesian wells
prepared and the work will
should become insufficient to
at once be proceeded w ith.
supply the demand, fresh
51
Wenonah's 100-foot high standpipe.
December 1 is the time to which
water could be gotten from the lake. It
the Wenonah people look forward
seems t hat this is very unlikely, as they
for an unlimited supply of pure and wholesome water,
never have as yet, but the precaution is a wise one."
which they will take plain. And yes, if Woodbury gets its
January 10, 1906 - "Water superintendant Price reports
water supply, as it is confident it will, our Wenonah
neighbors would not be doing a bad thing to draw from a
that 16,000.000 gallons of water have been used here the
past year, making over 200 gallons to each of the 600
common supply."
inhabitants. There are now being pumped about 1500
June 4, 1891- "The water company has issued a circular
gallons each 24 hours."
to our many citizens containing new rules and regulations
May 16, 1906 - "The Bond Committee, composed of the
governing t he use of water. The circulars read---no lawns
to be watered either w ith sprinklers or by hand except
following gentlemen, T.W. Synnott, E.A. Smith, H.A. Stout,
between the hours of 4 to 8 in the morning and from 4 to W.P. Cox, R.C. Ballinger, H.S. Leap and J.M. Colbert,
8 in the evening."
appointed by Borough Council to investigate and report
as to the advisability of bonding the Borough to purchase
March 21, 1894- "The Wenonah Water Company intend
the water works and establish an electric light plant in
on increasing their water supply and are erecting a stand
connection therewith, met in council chamber last
evening, and, the sent iment of the committee was
............................,
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July 3, 1910- " No one need go dry now as our public

strongly against such act ion. Dr. Stout was made
chairman, and stated that the matter should be
thoroughly investigated as it had been brought up at
different t imes for several years past and that he had
heard several taxpayers express themselves as favoring it
and several who did not, and presented figures to show
the present income from the water plant.

fountain is in order and has received a new coat of paint
and looked fine on the '4th.' We also see that there is a
cup placed t here for a II persons wishing to drink of
Wenonah's cool artesi an well water."

March 31, 1911 - "The Wenonah Water Company offers
to rent its plant to the Borough of Wenonah for the sum
of t wo thousand dollars ($2,000) per annum, payable
semi-annually for the [period of ninety-nine years, the
Borough to operate t he plant and pay all expenses,
including taxes, ext ensions, etc."

"T.W. Synnott stated that the plant today stood the water
company in $44,000.00 but that they would sell for
$30,000.00 and as a stock holder he would be glad to
dispose of his st ock at those figures, but as a member of
the committee, he was not in favor of the town buying.

April 20, 1912- "A sample of the Wenonah artesian
water, can be seen in the Times window. It was drawn
from a faucet in the kitchen of Postmaster English's
house and has not been filtered.

"The probable expenses of operating the plant were
found to exceed the income from it.
"R.C. Ballinger stated that he thought the purchase
inadvisable unless t he principal could be reduced at least
five per cent, per annum, and offered the following
resolution, which was carried without a dissenting vote.

"Wenonah has six wells about 128 feet deep, and the
machinery is as good today as it was 17 years ago. All the
wells have a splendid iflow. Wenonah water has brought
many people to that place as residents."

"'That t he committee deem it inadvisable to bond the
Borougih for the purchase of the water plant and
establishing an electric light plant in connection, at the
present t ime.'"

September 3, 1912 - "Now that we own our own water
plant it's right that we have an efficient one, and to get
this it takes money, but it w ill pay in the long run. It will
take at least $10,000. We should take up all the mains
less than four inches, t ake out all dead ends, put in a new
eight inch well and change our plant so it can be run
cheaper by installing an oil burning engine. This is a

July 13, 1906 - "The pure artesian water which has
always been an attractive feature to home seekers and
resident s here has been so bad for the last two weeks
that it is unfit for any use, and pumps around town are
having r uns upon them like a bank in time of panic. Just
what t he trouble is seems to be a mystery to those in
charge and the stand pipe is being emptied today to see if
the new coat of paint recently applied to the inside is
responsible. One of the most plausible theories yet
advanced is, that one of the iron well pipes has a crack in
it large enough to admit the sulphur water from the marl
beds through which the wells are driven, as the odor of
the water is identical to that of the marl t aken out of the
wells at the t ime t hey were dug. It is reasonable to
presume that the Water Company will make every effort
to speedily locate and remedy the cause,. whatever it may
be, as tlheir service has always been of the best in the
past, and as management has had a practical
demonstration that virtue, patience, has about became
exhausted on the part of several resident s, an
improvement may soon be expected."

matter for the citizens to take up; not Council, as the
cit izens bought the plant. But no doubt Council will help,
as they are up-to-date and w ill be ready and willing to
have an up-to-date wat er plant. We regret Council is
hampered by the lack of money, in making these
extensions. It is also wrong for Council in making
extensions by following after the old water company. If
t hey continue to do this in later years it will take
t housands of dollars to put things in shape."

May 15, 1913- "It is reported t hat an ordinance
regulati ng the operation of the Borough's water plant h as
been introduced in Council and was passed first and
1
second reading at the meeting of May 8 h . It is
understood t hat if this ordinance becomes effective the
water rent will be raised from the present rate of $15 per
year minimum to $20 per year minimum and that the
allowance of 50,000 gallons per year w ill remain the
same. In addition to this it is said that $1 per year will be
charged each year for the use of the meter, making the
total rental per year $21 in place of the old rate of $15.

Novembe r 5, 1909- "In order to make an equitable
charge for water, the Wenonah Water Company will
place water meters on t h e premises of all water takers,
charging according to amount used upon a minimum
basis. The installing of the meters will be done during the
present month and the meter rates will commence
51
January 1 , 1910."
r······································-·············

"If this ordinance is passed at the next meeting of Council
it will undoubtedly become effective at once, in which
case it is presumed that bills for an additional quarter will
be received by t he consumers this year.

]
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"It is not thought that this increase will be extremely
popular as one of t he chief arguments advanced in favor
of the Borough purchasing the plant was that the citizens
should secure the plant themselves and thereby protect
from any increase in the· yearly rentals. It seems to be the
general impression however that this increase cannot
become effective until sanctioned by the State Board of
Public Utilit ies Commissi oners."

"Water for sprinkling and other use may be used from 7
A.M. to 12 noon daylight saving t ime. You are urged to
use water for real need only."

August 15, 1925- "GeorgeS. Miller & Co., of Pitman,
were awarded the contract for laying of water mains for
the Borough of Wenonah by the Borough Council of that
place and the solicitor was authorized t o draw up the
contract.

August 4, 1913- "The st and pipe, after being painted,

"The work t o be done on Mantua avenue consists of
laying 6-inch water mains from Clinton avenue to a point
75 feet west of West Jersey avenue, and from Princeton
avenllJe to Woodbury avenue. A 4-inch main will be laid
from Garfield avenue to Hayes avenue."

looks much better and increases in a way the beauty of
the town. The color, as it is now a dark green within five
feet of the top, and the other five feet being white,
harmonizes with the surroundings."

January 6, 1916 - "The new pumping station was opened
for inspection on January l

5
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May 15, 1926- "Steps to relieve the present condition of
the Wenonah water plant and the low pumpage of the
artesian wells were taken at the regular meeting of the
borough council last night. Council was told of the
present needs of the plant by Mr. Kauffman, an expert
engineer in that line.

from 2 to 4 p.m."

January 7, 1916- "According to the Engin eer's reports
there was 20,601,440 gallons of water pumped during
the year (1915), an average of 1,716,786 gallons per
month and 56,442 gallons a day. Based on our census of
1915 which gives our population as 840, this would mean
that the average consumption of water per capita would
be 67 gallons per day or 24,455 gallons per year."

"M r. Kaufmann, who has made a preliminary survey of
the water system in the borough, said that the most
important thing to be done was to have the wells blown
as they were exceedingly dirt y, this being the cause of the
shortage of pumping. He said that some of the wells were
twent y-five years old and that t hey had not been cleaned,
accordi ng to records for seventeen years.

August 13, 1916- "The inspector from the State
Department of Health was down Friday morning to
inspect t he new artesian well, which has a depth of two
hundred and sixteen feet. He filled a bottle with water
from the well, sealed it, and shipped it to Trenton."

"Another cause of the hard pumpage encountered is the
fact that the water st rata throughout t h e state has
lower ed because of t he demand for artesian well water.
Mr. Kaufmann said that he felt if they were properly
cleaned it would solve the problem. In relation to the fact
that the water is of a rat her milky nature, Mr. Kaufmann
said that this also was probably due to the dirty wells.

February 16, 1920 - "Sealed proposals for painting the
stand pipe 15 feet diameter by 100 feet high at Wenonah,
N.J., wil l be received by the Water Committee of the
Council of the Borough of Wenonah, in the Council
Chamber at the Fire House in said Borough on Tuesday,
March 2, 1920, at 7:30 p.m.
The outside and inside of the stand pipe to be scraped
and wire brushed, removing all scale and rust therefrom,
after which there shall be applied one coat of paint or
iron coating on the inside of the stand pip e and two coats
of paint on the outside of the stand pipe."

"He also recommended placing of a water meter at the
water plant to measure t he water pumped, as well as
suggest ing several minor remedies that would result in
the lowering of the cost of pumping.
"Councilman Morrell reported that he had received a
price from Reid path and Potter for the blowing of the
wells.. The price quoted was $3.50 an hour for two men
and equipment, borough to furnish fuel and water. Minor
details will raise this cost somewhat.

May 26, 1923- "A special session of the Wenonah
Borougih Council was held last evening and action was
taken whereby the borough will supply Mantua with
water for domestic purposes. The matter will be referred
to the Public Utility Commission for approval but the
borouglh under the circUJmstances has anticipated their
approval, and a pipe has been laid, above ground,
connecting the Wenonah water service with Mantua
service pipe."

"A motion was t hen carried that the Water Committee let
the contract for the blowing of the wells and to employ
engineer Kaufmann to supervise the work and to make
further changes."

August 10, 1928 - "Water Committee advised Council of
the serious condition of the water pumping facilities, one

May 31, 1923 - "Until further notice water for household
purpose may be used w ithout restriction .

[""""""'""""""""""""""'-""""""'
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steam boiler is broken down and useless, and advise in
their opinion Council should replace the old steam boiler
w ith a d iesel motor and new pump."

"Test taken at that time showed no contamination and
the regular April quarterly report was also satisfactory.''

July 11, 1936 - "Only 22 water services in the entire

Council authorized an emergency purchase of a 40
horsepower diesel engine and 500 gallon per minute
pump.

borough are not connected and Wenonah has reached a
new high in water customers wit h a tot al of 346,
Councilman Knoll in B. Cox, chairman of the water
committee, reported at t he regular meeting of council
last night."

May 9, 1931 - "An offer of $500 for the purchase of a
privately owned water main on Maple avenue was
authorized in a resolution adopted last night by Wenonah
council. It was adopted on the recommendation of
Councilman Knollin Cox, chairman of the committee that
has been investigating the purchase.

March 5, 1945- "Wenonah dedicated its new 12-inch
well Saturday with appropriate ceremonies.
"Councilman Knoll in B. Cox, chairman of the water
committee, called on Rev. Carlton N. Nelson, pastor of
t he Wenonah Methodist Church, for the invocation. Mr.
Cox t lhen introduced A. C. Schultes, the contractor, and
Charles M ickle, who d id t he electrical work, and called on
Mr. M ickle to unlock the pumping house and turn the key
over t o the borough clerk, Charles M. Hobson.

"The four inch main is approximately 1400 feet in length
and serves nine properties at the present time. It is
owned by T.W. Synnott and T.W. Townsend.
"The borough desires its purchase in order to provide fire
protection to residents i n that section of the borough.
The installation of 110 feet of main to connect with the
section it is proposed to purchase was also authorized by
council."

"Mr. Cox then addressed the councilmen and citizens
present, explaining the many steps taken from the time
of the well's inception, first securing the permission of
the St ate Water Policy Commission for the right to drill
t he well; t hen the numerous details necessary to be
submitted t o the St at e Board of Health as to plans and
specifications drawn up by Borough Engineer Wm C.
Cattell and County Engineer Wm H. Baum.

June 10, 1933- "The borough of Wenonah will fight
against compliance w ith an order issued by the State
Board of Health for the i nstallation of a chlorinator at
their water pumping station.
"This decision was reached last night by council, after
Councilman Knollin Cox, water committee chairman,
reported receipt of the state order, which requires
installat ion of the apparatus by July 15 in order to
improve the water supp ly.

"Then the final approval of the State Board of Health as
to equi pment and careful analysis of the water supply. All
of which passed the t est and on February 13, 1945 the
State Board of Health not ified the borough of their full
approval as to plans and specifications and that the water
was free fr om contam ination of any kind.

"The order, together with all previous correspondence
between the borough and the state department, was
referred t o Borough Solicitor Oscar B. Redraw.

"M r. Cox then called on Joseph E. Truncer, who started
the wheels in motion of the original steam pump of the
old Wenonah Water Co. on July 5, 1896, to throw the
elect ric switch of the new electric pump controlling the
12-inch well, 320 feet deep and capable of pumping 600
gallons per mi nute.

'"I don't know what to make of it,' Cox said. 'Their
laboratory reports on samples of water taken from our
system show the water to be free of cont amination, and
then they send us t his resolution ordering a treatment for
purification of the supply, declaring the water not fit for
consumption. It's all d ___ poppycock.'

"Mayor W illiam I. Conway and ex-mayor H. Lake Gilmour
then threw the electrk motor controls and the citizens of
Wenonah began to receive the first water from the new
well .

Tests of water made reoently by chemists hired by the
borougih water department have shown t he water to be
free of contamination agreeing w ith last state analysis
received by the borough.

"The borough is now in a safe position as to quality and
volume of water for years to come. And the well is
completely paid for from accumulated funds of the water
department without a1ny additional expense to our
taxpayers."

"According to Cox, he was told last January by
represent atives of t he state department that 85 per cent
of the water supply in the state was chlorinated and that
it was tlhe department' s aim to have all water given such
t reatment.

............................,
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long Wenonah resident-will present Before
There Was Wenonah:

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Charles Horan

The past is a vast territory to explore. In
Wenonah's most d istant past, its land was part
Dear Members,
of a supercontinent, then the floor of a shallow
I wish a Happy and Healthy 2012 to all of our
sea at the end of the age of dinosaurs. When
members. Try to remember that resolution to
men and women f irst came here 12,000 years
invite a neighbor to one our meetings in 2012.
ago, our town was part of a subarctic tundra
where the now extinct mega fauna grazed. For
The program for January 13, 2012 (described
below) promises to be informative, entertaining thousands of years the Lenni Lannapi people
lived peacefully in our region
and the topic is very close
and have left behind their trails
to home.
2011 WHS OFFICERS
and artifacts to remind us that
I want to thank La rry Smith
President
Charles Horan they too were here. In the 1ih
for producing this
Vice President
Paul Lader century, European powersnewsletter over the past
Hol land, Sweden and Great
Secretary
Vicki McCall
year. He does a very nice
Brit ain-sought, won and
job with a difficult task. His
Treasurer
Carol Wiltsee eventually lost colonial empires
December article on
Trustee
Betty Macleod here. The American Revolution
"Wenonah Water {1885Trustee
Louis McCall swept through th is one square
1945)" may have seemed a
mile that would become
Meetings are held on the
bit "dry" to some
Wenonah
and the men who
second Friday of each month
but municipal water and
(except June, July and
lived here played their pa rt s in
sewer services are t he
August) at the Train Station
t hat struggle. We will explore
unglamorous infrastructure
Community Center.
not only what w as here in Prevital to the existence of any
Wenonah's ancient past and
town.
colorful history, but what was here in the final
Before There Was Wenonah ...
decades before 1871, and what remnants of
that time still survive in our town today. Join us
The commu nity of Wenonah was founded 141
on
this journey through time and discover what
years ago and the history of this charming town
was here before t here was Wenonah.
is a rich and fascinating one. But, occasionally
all of us have all wondered about what was
here before there was a Wenonah-before the
lovely Victorian homes and grid of peaceful
tree-lined streets, and before the d irectors of
the Mantua Land & Improvement Co. came and
chose this place as t h e site for the planned
comm unity that has endured and become our
hom e.

ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER?

If you would like to receive an electronic version
of the newsletter i nstead of a copy delivered by
the I.J.S. Postal Service, let me know at
smit hlr@att.net. The newsletter will arrive
sooner, reduce our printing and postage costs,
and if there is something in color photo you will
For our January program, Richard Dilks- a lifebe able to see t he colors.
··········································································································································································- ·····················-
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Thoughts about Leaving Wenonah
by Marjorie Lentz
December 30, 2011

whether it was coaching baseball, hacking trails
along the Mantua Creek, reading stories to

Over fifty years ago my husband Bob and I

children in the library. With all the many clubs

moved to Wenonah and immediately we were

in town there were lots of ways to volunteer.

earmarked as an odd couple. We did not own a
car. Everybody in Wenonah had one. As Bob

Another of the rewarding aspects of living in

often said that it was not that we could not

Wenonah was the diverse population. People

afford a car, but that it was not needed in

came from all parts of our country and shared

Wenonah.

their stories which enriched out knowledge.

It was only a hop and a skip and jump to walk

Now at 96 years and with limited mobility I have

up the street where squeezed together were a

had to adjust to a new way of living in Pitman

meat m arket (Tony Sacca's), a grocery store

Manor. I miss my home and the woods and the

(George and Jane Bowker), a post office, a

frequent deer that visited our property.

barber shop (Oram Shuster), a haberdasher

Frequently there were three deer but one
morning there were eight.

(Wayne Post) and a notions
store (Southard's). Every

Living here has been a big

town shou ld have a notions

step for me. However with

store and Wenonah had

your frequent visitations and

one. The best part of walki ng
uptown was that you met

communications you have
helped me with the

other people walking and

transition. Thank you

you were able to socialize.
That was the way you met

Jennie McQuaide gave me a

people in Wenonah ..

book containing about three
hundred pages. The book is

Eventually we had two boys

currently empty. Jennie suggested that every

who attended the grammar school where they

day I write something for which I am grateful.

walked home for lunch. Because we probably

So on the first day of 2012 I will begin. First I am

lived the farthest distance from the school, they

grateful that I spent my mature years in

often had to run back before the second bell

Wenonah where I took time out to volunteer,

rang. lhe teachers were stern and that was all

where I could enrich my life by contact with

right. Because of the solid foundation in

diverse people. W ith your assistance and

learning they received many students including

helpful thoughts I will learn to adjust to a new

our sons went on to secu re advanced degrees.

way of living.

The best part in living in Wenonah was the

Oh, yes, we did eventually purchase a car. I
forgot to mention that.

opportunity to share you r talents. Volunteerism
was a way of life. Every one had an opportunity

__ ______________
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*****
The following house photos and information have been provided by Frank Eggert.

FEATURE HOUSES
5 North Clinton Avenue and 8 West Mantua Avenue
The house at 5 North Cl inton Avenue was
built in 1873 by the First Presbyterian Church
(now Memorial Presbyterian Church). The
building at the rear of the original church, as
shown in the photograph below, was moved
to 8 West Mantua Avenue in 1883. It has
housed various enterprises over the years,
including the Lutheran Church, and is now
September Rose Studio.
.·•

......-.

FIRST PRe58YT£RIAN CHURCH
WENONAH

N

·I
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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Charles Horan

UPDATE ON THE WENONAH
VIDEO PROJECT

Dear Members,

With the holidays over, work has resumed on
the Wenonah Video Project. Jack Sheppard Sr.
I hope everyone is enjoyi ng the warmer than
gave a wonderful presentation t h at was
usual weather we have been blessed with, and
captured on video chronicaling Wenonah's
hope t hat I am not jinxing things by making such
history. This segment is being edited and has a
a comment.
tentative completion date of March 31, 2012.
Many than ks to Richard Dilks for his
Cara DeHart-Lewis and Gerard McGarrity, who
comprehensive presentation about "Wenonah
are coordinati ng the video
Before There Was Wenonah"
project, had the opportunity
2011 WHS OFFICERS
in January.
to attend the WHS meeting in
President
Charles Horan October and gathered more
For this month's program,
Vice President
Paul Lader potential names to interview
Vice President Paul Lader will
Secretary
Vicki McCall this summer. A big thank you
be presenting the History
to Lisa Flowers who sent them
Channel documentary on the
Treasurer
Carol Wiltsee
a videotape containing
Andersonvi lle Prison and Trial
Trustee
Betty Macleod footage of the Wenonah
of Captain Henry Wirz. Henry
Louis McCall Parade. If you have old
Trustee
Wirz was the commandant of
f ilm/video of the town or
Meetings are held on the
Andersonvi lle prison during
second
Friday
of
each
month
parade or questions, please
the War between the States
(except June, July and
contact them at:
and the only Civil War officer
August) at the Trai n Station
gerard mcgarrity@yahoo.com
to be tried and executed for
Community Center.
or cardehlew@yahoo.com.
war crimes.
Please come out this Friday, Febru ary 10th at
7:30P.M. and shake off a little of that "cabin
fever."

REFRESHMENTS
Instead of soliciting volunteers for the entire
year at one t ime, Jo Dominy wi ll ask for
volunteers to provide refreshments at the next
meeting. If you would like to volunteer for the
March meeting, please advise Jo at the meeti ng
on Friday or give her a call. You will be
reimbursed for t he refreshments.

ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER?
If you wou ld like to receive an electronic version
of the newsletter instead of a copy delivered by
the U.S. Postal Service, let me know at
smithlr@att.net. The newsletter will arrive
sooner, reduce our printing and postage costs,
and if there is something in color, you will be
able to see the colors.

2012 WHS DUES ARE DUE
Just a reminder that the 2012 WHS dues are
due and are still a bargain at $15 per family. The
dues can be given to any WHS officer.

··················································································································································································································································································································································································-
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The following article was provided by Jack C. Sheppard Sr. The source of the article was the 19091910 Catalogue of the Academy, published by Stephen Greene just five years after the Academy
opened. Greene was the founder of the Wenonah Military Academy and a successful printer in
Philadelphia. His publications contained a great deal of information about the functioning of the
Academy, individual' cadets, and benefits to parents considering sending their sons to the Academy.
THE W ENONAH MILITARY ACADEMY

The Kind of Boy We Want
We ar e desirous of welcoming boys who are imbued with manly hopes and ambitions. Wenonah
Military Academy is essentially a school for gentlemen's sons. We want only boys and young men
who wi ll work duri ng study time; who will play, and play heartily, during play time; boys who will
at all t imes be high-t oned, courteous gentlemen. With such material it is a teacher's greatest
happi ness to get at the boys and instill ideals and principles that may guide them through life. The
teachers enter into all the interests of the boys, and seek to develop their best potentialities on
every side.

Typical Cadet Room

Self-government is, we are su re, the best of all governments in the junior republics as well as the
great ones. So far as possible, then, we try to foster this expression of the principles that we
inculcate. We believe that American boys need a stronger and more defined system of selfgovernment than other boys. Often they are more indulged at home, and as a whole are rather
less tractable. Hence we have adopted the military system, with its steady regularity and

2

impartiality, its wide room for gradation of responsibilities, its traditions of fidelity t o honor, and
its forcible appeal to imagination. We trace its permanent influence in the after-careers of our
graduates, which proves that an esprit de corps in school life is of priceless value. In maintaining
the hold over boys, we place the greatest dependence upon the close touch and cordial relations
between teacher and pupil; the master insisting on a firm, dignified and systematic classroom
discipline, the pupils showing proper obedience and deference without familiarity.

Moral Culture
As t he moral development of a Christian character is a matter of first importance, care is taken
that the boys committed to the charge of the institution shall become Christian gentlemen and
shall be trai ned to lead a godly and Christian life.
Devotional exercises, at which all must be present, are conducted daily. On Sunday, the students
in a body, accompanied by the Superintendent and his associates, attend public worship once at
least in some chu rch, and as nearly as may be in accordance w ith the denominational preferences
of the parents. Other exercises suitable for the Sabbath are held in the Academy itself, the
intention being to make the home a Christian one, but free from all sectarian bias.
The moral training of the establish ment is practical and corrective, and w i ll posit ively arrest all
practices and habits that are of an immoral character and tendency. Especially w i ll it deal with
profanity, obscenity, and the use of intoxicants and tobacco in all their forms; also any form of

hazing is positively prohibited.
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soon er, reduce our printing and postage costs,
and if t here is something in color, you wi ll be
able to see the colors.

REFRESHMENTS

Many thanks to our VP Paul Lader for his most
interesting and moving presentation at last
Instead of soliciting volunteers for the entire
month's meeting of the WHS. Having t he main
year at one t ime, Jo Dominy will ask for
character of t he documentary as a member and volunteers to provide refreshments at the next
present that evening added to the appeal of the mee·ting. If you would like t o volunteer for the
presentation. Terrific acting job Jeff Rodriguez!! April meeting, please advise Jo at t he meeting
on Friday or give her a call. You will be
Kudos also to Vicki (and Lou) McCall for the
wonderful Valent ine's Day themed
reimbursed for the refreshments.
refresh ments/ "wedding reception" f or Barbara
and m e. It was very much
appreciated.
2011 WHS OFFICERS
The presenter this month will
also feature a W HS member,
Karen Heller. Her topic will
focus o n t he life and times of
Ann W hitall who resided in
the James and Ann Whitall
House located at Red Bank
Battleground Park. We look
forward t o Karen 's program as
we are always interested in
local history.

President
Vice President

Charles Horan
Paul Lader

Secretary

Vicki McCall

Treasurer

Carol W iltsee

Trustee

Betty Macleod

Trustee

Louis McCall

M eetings are held on t he
second Friday of each mont h
(except June, July and
August) at the Train St ation
Community Center.

Also, please remember that
your 2012 WHS dues are due
and are stiil a bargain at $15 per fami ly.
The dues can be given to any W HS officer.
Hope to see you this Friday March 9th at

7:30P.M.

I ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER?
If you would like to receive an electronic version
of the newsletter instead of a copy delivered by
the U.S. Postal Service, let me know at
smithl r@att.net. The newsletter will arrive

Photos courtesy
of the McCalls.
As Vicki and Lou
say "miss one
meeting and you
miss a lot. "

The following article was provided by Jack C. Sheppard Sr. The source of the article was the 19091910 Catalogue of the Academy, published by Stephen Greene just five years after the Academy
opened. Greene was the founder of the Wenonah Military Academy and a successful printer in
Philadelphia. His publications contained a great deal of information about the functioning of the
Academy, individual cadets, and benefits to parents considering sending their sons to the Academy.

THE WENONAH MILITARY ACADEMY

Location
The location of Wenonah Military Academy is in the choicest section of south and west New
Jersey, possessing pre-eminently the advantages of healthfulness, beauty, accessibility and quiet
seclusion-sufficient ly removed from the dangerous enticements of the city, and yet within easy
reach of city patrons.
The conditions desi rable for an institution of this character have been fully realized in the selection
of its site. The sale of intoxicants within a mile of the Academy is absolutely prohibited by law.
It is about twelve miles distant from Philadelphia, with which it is in communication by frequent
trains over the West Jersey and Seashore Railroad.
Wenonah being situated on high grounds, the natural drainage is as perfect as possible, and the
Academy has an entirely independent sanitary drainage system, designed and constructed under
the personal supervision of one of the most accomplished and experi enced engineers of the
country; it is believed to be as nearly perfect as expert skill can make it.
Wenonah is an entirely residential town; there are no factories, and the charter of t he town
absolutely prohibits saloons, a clause to this effect being incorporated in every original land title
deed.
The Academy building is a handsome structure of attractive modern architecture. It stands on an
apex of the highlands in the midst of spacious grounds that are ornamented with stately oaks,
balsams and maples, attractive evergreens, well-trimmed hedges of acacia and ornamental shrubs
in abundance. Indeed, so complete and admirable are these premises for the purposes to which
they are now devoted, that, with the supplemental improvements, made with special reference to
that use, they constitute a model establishment not excelled in the particulars named by any
similar educational i nstitution in the country.

Buildings
The Academy building is only a few minutes' walk from the railroad station, telegraph office and
churches; it has th ree stories, and has comfortable rooms for all students under one roof. The
rooms are heated by steam, and lighted by electricity and gas and furnished with an ample supply
of pure water from the plant of the borough, in addition to which the Academy has a separate and
entirely independent supply from an artesian well 351 feet in depth. Careful analysis has
dem onstrated this water to be of absolute hygienic purity, and this purity is assured for all time, as
the water cannot become contaminated by organic matter from surface drainage.
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The Academy main building is the home of the cadets. In the opinion of those best qualified to
judge, this building is one of the best-adapted school edifices in the East. Its unique plan affords
peculiar advantages for a school home for boys.
A description of the buildi ng follows: On a central angle of 50 feet three wings of 100 feet extend,
with a m assive tower rising 80 feet over the central angle; consequently the building has
abundance of light all day long. The lower floor is occupied by the store-rooms, boi ler-room,
laboratory, lavatories and laundry. On the main floor are rooms for the superintendent and
mast ers. The general assembly room is in the south wing, the lower school in the east w ing. In the
central angle are the reception-rooms, the library and reading-room. From this diverge the
assembly, class and dining rooms. The second and third floors each contain 30 sleeping-roorns,
besides lavatories. An 8-foot hallway extends the full length of each wing. The sleeping-rooms are
warmed by steam, regulated to keep an even temperature. Danger from fi re is at a minimum, for
the reason that no stoves nor heating apparatus other than the steam heat are allowed in the
building. Two exits for each hallway, one by a short sta i rway of only twelve feet, the other by an
enclosed stairway, furnish i mmediate access to the main entrance. Extreme ca ut ion has been
taken in providing for the general care and safety of the students. The students' rooms are large,
heated by steam and nicely furn ished with first-class f urniture, the beds having re-enforced
woven-wi re springs and hai r mattresses. These rooms are all outside rooms and are so situated as
to receive light all day long; they are 12 x 16 feet, and all open into halls that have light and
ventilation at both ends. Each room is furnished with one bed for each occupant, a five-drawer
chiffonier with a mirror, a wardrobe 7 x 3 feet, and two chairs. They are arranged for cadets
wishing to room alone, or for two cadets. The furnishings have been selected carefully, and with a
view not only to convenience and comfort, but also to attractive appearance. Bath and toi let
rooms are on each floor, suppl ied with hot and cold water, the plumbing being constructed in the
most modern and improved manner.
The classrooms are provided with every convenience for the work of instruction. They are ample in
size and number, and convenient in arrangement.
The library, 43 by 50 feet in size, is lighted by large windows opening upon the great piazza,
beyond which may be seen the beautiful park and Academy campus. The library is always open to
the booklovers among the cadets. Among the periodicals on file are Harper's Magazine, The
Century, Scribner's, The Cosmopol itan, McClure's, Munsey's, Review of Reviews, World's Work,
Outing, St. Nicholas, The American Boy, Harper's Weekly, Collier's Weekly, Country Life, The
Churchman, The Church Standard, The Outlook, The Army and Navy Register and Army and Navy
Journal.

From WMA archives. Research by Jack Sheppard Sr 2/12
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who was known primarily as Woodbury's and
the country' s patent medicine ki ng from 1872
until his death in 1925. The city's name of
Woodbury and t he products August Flower, Dr.
Boschee's German Syrup and Ague Conqueror
were world-renowned.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Charles Horan
Dear Members,

Greetings to all. I hope everyone is enjoying
that Spring Has Sprung (as has the pollen
Phenomenal sales and unprecedented profits
count !!). April28 th, the last Saturday of April, is
realized during Green's first seven years running
the annual Borough-wide yard sale. If you are
the company forced him to build a second
on the prowl for bargains,
structure to replace his 1873
keep your eyes open for
2011 WHS OFFICERS
fact ory. Green's Laboratories
any Wenonah historic
President
Charles Horan and Offices, located on Green
artifacts (4th of July mugs
Vice President
Paul Lader Street, was completed in 1879 at
excluded).
a cost of $35,000-$40,000. In
Secretary
Vicki McCall
2001, much of w hat remained of
We are happy to partner
Treasurer
Carol
Wiltsee
the
factory and laboratory was
with the Gloucester County
Trustee
Betty Macleod used in the renovation and
Historical Society at our
April meeting in mutual
efforts and interest i n local
hist ory. The presentation is
titled "Colonel G. G. Green
Laboratory Buildings."

Louis McCall

Trustee

Meetings are held on the
second Friday of each month
(except June, July and
August) at the Train Station
Community Center.

add itional construction of the
Woodbury Mews complex.

The presentation features
biographical information about
G. G. Green and his fami ly, early
pictures and drawings that were
used in his sales promotions, the
Green family connection to Pasadena, CA, and
an inside look at the factory and laboratory
before and after renovations of what is now the
Woodbury Mews.

One name of a prominent
Gloucester County resident
that has been in the news quite often lately is
that of
George Gi ll
Green,
Gloucester
County's
first multimillionaire.
The city of
Woodbury
is indeed
indebted to
the industry
and vision
of Colonel
G. G. Green,

Hope to see you this Friday, Apri l 13th (uh-oh,
Friday the 13th) at 7:30P.M.

UPDATE ON MARJORIE LENTZ
Marj orie is recovering in the nursing care
section of Pitman Manor, Room 308. She is
conversing wit h visitors, eating, taking brief
walks in the hallway and receiving limited
physical therapy. It appears she i s back near the
level of health she enjoyed before her recent
illness and time in the hospital.

1
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.............................................................................................................................................................................................

The following article was provided by Jack C. Sheppard Sr. The source of the article was the 19091910 Catalogue of the Academy, published by Stephen Greene just five years after the Academy
opened. Greene was the founder of the Wenonah Military Academy and a successful printer in
Philadelphia. His publications contained a great deal of information about the functioning of the
Academy, individual cadets, and benefits to parents considering sending their sons to the Academy.

THE WENONAH MILITARY ACADEMY

Facilities for Physical Training
On the south campus is the new drill hall and gymnasium, well equipped with modern
apparatus. Adjoining the main buildings is the "Annex," equipped with a pair of excel lent bowling
alleys, shuffleboards, billiard and pool tables furnishing abundant facilities for recreation and
healthful exercises in winter and summer.
Physical culture is of so much importance that in addition to the methodical exercise of the
military drill, a generous provision is made for indoor at hletic sports and gymnastic training.
A large new gymnasium and drill-hall has been constructed and in addition to the fine campus,
a new and spacious enclosed athletic field has been provided, including a quarter-mile cindertrack; with all the facilities for foot -ball, base-ball, t rack athletics and all the usual f ield sports.
On the north end is situated the covered pavilion with seating capacity for five hundred
spectators.

New Drill Hall and Gymnasium
The new Drill Hall and Gymnasium completed recently is situated on the south campus.
The main room is seventy feet wide, one hundred and twenty feet long and thirt y-three feet
high, containing eight thousand four hundred square feet of floor space, with a large stage on the
west end. It is constr ucted of concrete blocks with gothic roof.
It is lighted by electricity and gas, heated by steam, perfectly venti lated and fully equipped with
gymnastic apparatus.
Few military schools or even colleges can boast of a more spacious, attractive or better
equipped drill hall and gymnasium.
It not only serves its legitimate purpose as a place for indoor military work, for daily gymnastic
exercises, as a basketball and tennis court, and an indoor baseball diamond, but also is especially
serviceable as a lectu re room and social hall. Here wi ll be held frequent official functions and
informal dances.
Adjoining the Dri ll Hall is a well-ro lled and equipped tennis court.
A competent instructor will supervise and direct all physical exercises.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _ . ,_,
[...............- ........................._
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Military Department
For centuries, the military organization has been recognized as the most effective in controlling
men in t he enforcement of obedience to lawful authority. The military department of this
Academy is one of its most prominent and effective features. The feeling of loyalty to the school is
one of the conspicuous traits of our graduates. There is a feeling in the air not only of devotion to
the flag but also of devotion to the welfare of the particular group to which one belongs and esprit
de corps.
A young man who has made little progress in his studies, who dislikes school and his classmates
and teachers, will often come to take an entirely different view of life after he has lived in the
atmosphere of a military school. It has been found by experience that to be beneficial and
enjoyab le, the military system must be enforced with t h oroughness in execution of detail. To this
end, t he Superintendent, a military officer of wide experience and great enthusiasm, who has had
special t raining in his work, assumes command of t his department. Under his direct ion the orders
are issued, and the cheerfu l comp liance therewith is evidence that t h e performance of military
duty is a fascinating pleasure rather than an irksome punishment.

From WMA archives. Research by Jack Sheppard Sr 2/12

********
Frank Eggert's long-term project to memorialize the historic structures of Wenonah was discussed
in the January 2011 issue of the Wenonah Historical Society newsletter. Several of the houses have
been featured in other newsletter issues. And, many of you have perused through the binders that
Frank has compiled of all the structures. Frank has now prepared a listing of the structures,
categorized by year, and with the original owner (as shown on the WHS plaque) and the current
owner. A sampling of Frank's latest effort to preserve the history of Wenonah follows.

THE HISTORIC STRUCTURES OF W ENONAH
Address

Original Owner

Current Owner

1763
100 S. West Ave.

I Moffett, Samuel

I Comella, Terrance C.

1800
111 N. Lincoln Ave.

St one House Tenant Farm

Howard, John F. & Kathleen C.

406 W. Mantua Ave.

Tenant House for Stone House

Henry Jr, Kenneth S. & Marilyn S.

1850
109 S. Clinton Ave.

I Tatum, William R.

I Honabach, Mark F. & Wisely, William J.

1854
1473 Glassboro Rd.

Chew, Nathaniel

Buongiovan ni Jr., Angelo

509 E. Elm St.

Newshafer, George

Constantino, Jay & Stacey

1..............·-·····················...··-·-···~~~~~~3
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generously contributed. I hope you will agree
w ith me that thi s has been another good year
for t he WHS with insightful and interesting
programs. Please feel free to put on your
th inking cap and give me ideas for next year's
programs. Our Kick-off Classic will be on
September 14th. Details will follow.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Charles Horan
Dear Members,

Hello to all. May 11th will be our last formal
meeting of the season. Our program will
feature the abbreviated finale of Richard
I hope to see you this Friday, May 11th at
Dilks' "Wenonah Before it Was Wenonah"
7:30P.M. Don't forget our New Year's
(described below). Richard, a life-long
resolution to bring a neighbor to a WHS
resident of Wenonah, talked at our January
meeting. This Friday would be a great
meeting about the land that would become
opportunity to do so.
Wenonah before there were inhabitants and
Before There Was Wenonah: Gentle Fields
then of the land when the first inhabitants
and Country Lanes...
arrived some 12,000 years ago, tak ing us to
1
the 19 h century. This Friday, Richard
Imagine it is 150 years ago, maybe a little bit
concludes his presentation with a tour
more. You find yourself in the rural fields and
through the place that was here in those midfarmlands of Southern New Jersey, a prime
19th century decades that immediately
agricultural area close to the markets of
preceded the founding of Wenonah in 1871.
bustling, urban Philadelphia. The first thing
He will explore those buildings still standing
you notice is how open the place is. The land
and other elements still
is high and well drained and
visible that continue to
sur prisingly rolling and hilly in
2011 WHS OFFICERS
link us to the time and
places. There are almost no
President
Charles Horan trees, just fields filled with a
place before there was
Wenonah.

variety of vegetables. Sweet
potatoes are a common crop
Mark June 8th on your
Secretary
Vicki McCall
but there are other things too,
calendar as it is the date
Carol
Wiltsee
Treasurer
and they are destined for the
of our annual picnic. The
picnic will start at 5:00
Betty Macleod dinner tables of Philadelphia
Trustee
and surrounding communities.
P.M. and the main course
Trustee
Louis McCall The fields had been cleared in
will be catered. On Friday,
the early 18th century and
Meetings are held on the
Jean Cowles will be asking
far med for generations. There
second Friday of each month
for volunteers to provide
are a few trees, perhaps a
(except June, July and August) at
appetizers and desserts.
hedgerow here or there and
the Train Station Community
I want to thank Jo Dominy
small clusters of shade trees
Center.
for taking on the lion's
near the scattered farmhouses.
share of the wonderful
The most imposing farmhouse
post meeting refreshment duties at our
has thick stone walls and is the oldest
meetings this year, as well as all ot hers who
building in the area. Built in the mid-18th
Vice President

Paul Lader

1

w ith wharves, warehouses and barges
shipping goods to and from Philadelphia.

century, it was a tavern in colonial and
revolutionary times. There are a few other
farm houses, barns and out buildings. One
dates from the 1770's and others from a bit
later. A couple are t he sturdy homes of
tenant farmers and one is the home of a
tanner. All these structures are connected by
a lacework of unpaved country lanes, usually
intersecting at odd angles. One lane leads to
a grist mill with the mill pond and miller's
home nearby. Another leads to the banks of
a navigable creek, the busiest place around

This could have been one of innumerable
places in our region in 1850. But it was here.
Before the railroads came and changed
everything, before a group of businessmen
and investors (mostly railroad men) formed
themselves into the Mantua Land &
Improvement Co., proposing a venture to
turn these fields into a most remarkable
community, this was the place that became
Wenonah.

*******
THE WENONAH MILITARY ACADEMY
by Herbert R. Rambo of the Times Staff
July 12, 1967
WENONAH-All that remains of the
Wenonah Military Academy is a few yellowed
catalogues, portions of a brick wall and
memories. But to the men who called WMA
their alma mater, it will always exist.

siphon off the vacationers. The big inn was
closed in 1900.
One Captain Jones-whose first name has
been lost to hist ory-got the idea for a
military school while riding past the old inn
on his way to Philadelphia, where he headed
t h e now-defunct Wanamaker Cadets. The
cadets were a drill team sponsored by the
department store.

Officially the academy closed its doors for
the last time in 1935 at the height of the
Great Depression. The main building was
razed as a fi re hazard i n 1937, not because it
was un safe, but si mply because it was
unoccupied.

He approached the Stephen Greene
family, Philadelphians who owned the inn,
who agreed and the academy was opened in
1904. Financial backi ng was provided by the
Greenes.

At one t i me the campus included two
athletic fields and the educational complex.
The huge, main bui ld ing, f ive stories in one
place, dominated the commun ity of
Wenonah.

In 1912, Doctor Charles H. Lorence, of
Wenonah, assum ed the presidency and the
academy experience its greatest growth. At
its peak, WMA enrolled over 200 young men.

Originally the Academy had been the
Wenonah Inn, a fashionable place for
Philadelphia society to retreat in the 1880s
and 1890s. In the days of horses and
carriages, city people would drive out to
savor the pleasures of country life.

The Depression, the opening of Valley
Forge Military Academy and other private
schools and other factors contributed to the
closing of the once-renowned school. The
institution went bankrupt.

But as trains and automobiles made their
appearance, the shore resorts began to
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David Knight, the last living member of the
WMA faculty, lives at the site of the old
academy. He taught there from 1920-25 as a
mechanical drawing teacher. In 1925 he
joined the county public school system as a
teacher, but still taught at Wenonah as a
relief officer, or substitute.

for its athletic prowess and academic
excellence. The school was frequently called
"li'he West Point of New Jersey."
The school offered four co urses of
instruction: science, English, commercial and
Latin scientific. Instead of honor rolls, the
academy used four classificati'ons:
distinguished, honor, proficient and
unclassified.

He purchased pa rt of the academy
property at a tax sale a number of years ago.
He bu ilt a home there where he and his wife,
Kathryn, live, often playing hosts to visiting
alumni and answering the few letters that
WMA still receives.

On the playing fields, WMA was known for
its polo and football teams. Once the cadets
beat a championship polo squad from West
Point.

"Every once in awhile, I get a letter from
somebody asking the rates for sending a boy
to the school. I answer every letter that
comes here," Knight said, "telling them the
school is no longer operating."

The only reminder of where the Academy
once stood is a rampart-like stone wall that
once was reinforced by two br ass cannon
maintained in their pristine glory by
countless number of cadets whose errant
ways earned t hem demerits, each
representing two hours of extra duty.

A few years ago the alumni association
was going to start a new military academy. It
was their hope to carry on the "Wenonah
traditi on." Among the graduates are State
Sen. Fran k S. Farley, of Atlantic County, and
former NY Yankee pitcher Herb Pennock
(now a Cooperstown NY Baseball Hall of
Fame member). But alumni were u nable to
obtain the rights to the name Wenonah
Military Academy and gave up the plan.

"Gone are the barracks, the gym and drill
halls where in pre-World War days the corps
entertained as its guests at the mid-year
dances w ith a drill of the " Butts Manual of
Arms" done in cadence to some of the best
bugling this side oftaps."
Perhaps someday there may be a new
WMA, but until that t ime, the alumni must
content themselves w ith the only thing left to
commemorate: a plaque imbedded in the old
stone will that once surrounded the academy.

The association still meets each year in
Atlantic City and every year the aging grads
talk about starting a new academy. But
Knight feels it is just talk.
" We're getting too old now to start all
over again, it just wouldn't work. But we can
always hope," he said with a smile.

It reads "Lest We Forget-on this site was
located the Wenonah Military Academy 1902-1935. Fond memories, the Alumni
Association."

Getting the money wouldn't be too much
trouble. Many of the WMA grads h ave fared
well in their respective professions. They're
all wi lling to put money into it.

Gloucester County Times
Research by Jack C. Sheppard Sr.

Back in the days When WMA was one of
the leading schools i n the East, it was noted
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I look forward t o meeting again and reuniting
after our "Long Hot Summer."

Dear Members,
Greeti ngs fellow Wenonah Historical Society
members. It has been a long, brutally hot
Summer. Hopefully we can look forward to
relief with a beautiful Autumn season and
our usual WHS camaraderie. It seems as
though our annua l picnic (June 8, 2012) was
just a few weeks ago. We now look forward
to the 2012-2013 Wenonah Historical Society
season.
Our September "Meet and Greet I Kickoff
WENONAH MEMORIES ON
Classic" is sched uled for Friday, September
FACE BOOK
14th at 6:00 PM. Sue and Larry Smith have
once again generously offered to open their
Dave Brangan's idea of a " Facebook Reunion"
hom e at 110 S. Cli nton Ave. for this annual
came to fruition on July 4, 2012. A card table
event. I ask that attendees
and sign marked the spot, j ust
bring appetizers and
2012 WHS OFFICERS
out side the Firehouse
desserts based on the f irst
President
Charles Horan festivities, and folks stopped
letter of your last name:
by to share memories of
Vice President
Paul Lader
growing up in Wenonah.
• A th rough M please bring a
Secretary
Vicki McCall !Marjorie Lentz's " Wenonah"
dessert.
was in demand and Marjorie
Treasurer
Carol Wiltsee
spent time reminiscing with
Trustee
Betty
Macleod
• N through Zthe crowd. Cara DeHart Lewis
please bring an
Trustee
Louis McCall and Gerard McGarrity also
appetizer.
r eturned to their hometown
Meetings are normally held on
and said that their video of
Please note that we are
the second Friday of each
Wenonah is slowly
reversing the usual order
month (except June, July and
progressing. They remi nded
(Larry's idea) to mix things
August) at the Train Station
us t hat any old film or video
up a bit.
Community Center. Our
of Wenonah o r the parade
September " meet & greet" will
Beverages will be provided.
would be a welcome addition
be held at 110 S. Clinton Ave.
This event is always an
to the production. Please
excellent opportunity to
contact Cara at
invit e a friend or neighbor who may be a
cardehlew@yahoo.com if you have any
prospective new member of the WHS.
questions.
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********
Frank Eggert's project to memorialize the historic structures of Wenonah was discussed in the
January 2011 issue of the Wenonah Historical Society newsletter. Several of the houses have been
featured in other newsletter issues. And, many of you have perused through the binders that Frank
has compiled of all the structures. Frank has now prepared a listing of the structures, categorized
by year, and with the original owner (as shown on the WHS plaque) and current owner. Frank's
listing of the circa 18th- and 19th- century Wenonah structures follows. Twentieth-century
structures will be included in the next newsletter.
THE HISTORIC STRUCTURES OF WENONAH

I

Address

Original Owner

Current Owner

1763
Moffett, Samuel

Comella, Terrance C.

111 N . Lincoln Ave.

Stone House Tenant Farm

Howard, John F. & Kathleen C.

406 W . Mantua Ave.

Tenant House for Stone House

Henry, Kenneth S. Jr. & Marilyn S.

Tatum, William R.

Honabach, Mark F. & W isely, William J.

1473 Glassboro Rd.

Chew, Nathaniel

Buongiovanni Jr., Angelo

509 E. Elm St.

Newshafer, George

Constantino, Jay & Stacey

201 S. Clinton Ave.

Greene, Stephen

Sporer, David & Katheri ne

203 S. Clinton Ave.

Greene, Stephen

Meil, Adam & Chodorow, Piera

106 E. Willow St.

Greene, Stephen

Cleveland, Janet

8 S. West Ave.

West Jersey & Seashore Railroad

Dohan ish, Susan A.

Morgan, William

Pelican Rental Propertie s, LLC

1 S. Olinton Ave.

Bailey, Dr. George W .

Si ndon i, James E.

11 W. Mantua Ave.

Brown, Daniel W.

Kapus, Curtis W. & Karen L.

11 N. Clinton Ave.

Carey, Andrew W.

Doto, Rocco F.

7 W . Mantua Ave.

Howard, Ransom

Doto, Rocco F. & Coleen M.

209 W . Mantua Ave.

Melvil, James H.

Grayson, Dorothy S.

12 Lenape Trail

Pierce, M ilton P.

Grigri, Bernard & Jeanne

8 N. West Ave.

West Jersey & Seashore Railroad

Sloan Family Properties, LLC

100 S. West Ave.

1800

1850
109 S. Clinton Ave.

1854

1870

1871
1 E. Mantua Ave.

1872

____ ___ ........................................
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Original Ow ner

Address

Current Owner

I

1873
6 E. Cherry St.

Buzby, Rebecca

Levens, Scott & Kuhn, Victoria

5 N. Clint on Ave.

First Presbyterian Church

Farrell, J. Michael & Sharon

101 S. Clinton Ave.

Hughes,. Elia

Bretherick, Donald P. & Nancy L.

11 S. Clinton Ave.

McGill, George L.

Thompson, Richard & Judith J.

13 W. Mantua Ave.

Brown, Daniel W.

Burke, Edward & Patricia

3 E. Poplar St.

Brown, Daniel W.

Wiltsee, Harry G. & Carol N.

4 E. Willow St.

Melvil, James

Corbett, John & Jennifer

105 S. Clinton Ave.

Scott, Isaac

Dominy, John R. & Deborah C.

8 E. Cherry St.

Carey, James W.

Lader, Paul & Scheuren brand, Sandra

7 E. Poplar St.

Gilmour, Henry

Christimio, Angelo P. & Laurie A.

7 E. Mantua Ave.

Shull, Frank J.

Lamborne, David & Donna

100 S. Marion Ave.

Stevenson, Isaac C.

Lerner, John W. & Beth

12 N. Clinton Ave.

Thackara, Daniel

Baer, John M . & Sylvia

100 W. Mantua Ave.

Viereck,. John A.

Knisell, Ralph M. & Emily Rachel B.

Leigh, Mary

Vandine, John E. & Renee A.

Trustees of School District 54

Gentile, Joseph C. Jr. & Garris,
KimberleeAnn

Brown, Daniel W.

Ruszin, John F.

101 E. Poplar St.

Arnesbroug, E.A.

Lefakis, John & Stephanie

201 E. Willow St.

Harris, George S.

Lanzalotti, Christopher & Marie

105 N. East Ave.

Mulford, Horatio J.

Gilfoy, Michael

12 N. West Ave.

Brown, D.W.

Campbell, Gregory S. & Katherine

14 N. West Ave.

Brown, D.W.

Campbell, Gregory S. & Katherine

100 E Cedar St.

Fay, Roland

Galczinski, Joseph

203 W . Mantua Ave.

Purdy, James C.

Lepley, Shawn & Keebler, Lynda

1874

1875

1876

1877
11 N. East Ave.

1878
6 N. Marion Ave.

1879
201 S. Monroe Ave.

1880

1882
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Original Ow ner

Address

Current Owner

I

1883
8 W. Mantua Ave.

First Presbyterian Church

Christensen, Emmie Rose

108 E. Elm St.

Mulford, Horatio J.

Andrews, Robert W .

200 E. Mantua Ave.

Farr, Hannah

200 E. Mantua Ave. LLC, Nester DDS

107 E. Willow St.

Greene, Stephen

Rizzuto, John C. & Linda T.

7 N. East Ave.

Holloway, William

Heimer, Daniell. & Karen

2 E. Cherry St.

Middleton, Samuel

Cook, James & Linda

205 E. Buttonwood St.

Synnott, Thomas W.

Murphy, John & Laura

201 E. Mantua Ave.

Synnott, Thomas W.

DeAscent is, William 0. & Rosean M.

202 E. Willow St.

Greene, Stephen

Barbone, Frank & June

105 S. Marion Ave.

Marrick, Woodward

Magin, Franklin Jr. & Claire D.

107 S. Marion Ave.

Marrick, Woodward

Romeo, George C. & Vitto, Cindy L.

106 W. Mantua Ave.

Randolph, Thomas

Guest, Michael H.

200 S. Monroe Ave.

Scott, Job

Pozza, Alexander & Susan

200 E. Willow St.

Greene, Stephen

Hummel, Kenneth R. & Ellen K.

104 E. Mantua Ave.

Smith, Tacy Duell

Eiden, Francis D. & Virginia T.

Brown, Daniel W.

Zagone, John M. & Jacquelyn R.

4 E. Cherry St.

Buzby, George

Pellegrino, Michael & Theresa

107 E. Mantua Ave.

Dawson, William J.

Wenonah Medical Associates

101 W. Mantua Ave.

Johnson, J.

Capelli, Barbara A.

206 E. Willow St.

Wilkens, Charles

Mitchell, Richard & Marna Plourde

Cookson, Rachel

Lock, John P. & Melissa R.

1884

1885

1886

1887
12 W. Willow St .

1888

1889
201 S. Princeton Ave.
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Address

Original Owner

Current Owner

I

1890
6 W . Mantua Ave.

Bailey, Dr. George W.

DiBona, David M.

7 W. Park Ave.

Bailey, Dr. George W.

Watson, Jana D. & Joan C.

4 W . Park Ave.

Bailey, Dr. George W.

Dominy, John F. & Jo A.

12 S. Monroe Ave.

Bee, Anna H.

Bender , Wayne A.

11 S. Lincoln Ave.

Greening, Sara Jane

Messaros, Steven E. & Sherron E.

12 S. Princeton Ave.

Langston, Jessica

Tzitzif as, Konstant inos & Effie

207 E. Willow St.

Stokes, M erdia

Ramsay, David & Linda

Beucler, R.

Helmhrecht, William D. & Linda S.

12 N. Marion Ave.

Carey, Andrew W.

Zimmer, Joseph F.

10 N. Marion Ave.

Kipper, Fredericka

Cimino, Mark & Laurie F.

205 E. Willow St.

English, Jessie

Farina, Ronald J. & Deborah R.

102 W. Mantua Ave.

Leap, Henry M.

Seville, Joan B.

14 S. Monroe Ave.

Savage, Catherine

Sparks, Steven W. & Florentina H.

8 N. Monroe Ave.

Scott. Job

Snock, Ronald E. & Linda L.

105 E. Mantua Ave.

Smith, Blair

Dugan, Janice S.

204 W . Mantua Ave.

Smith, Blair

DiLisciandro, Pietro & Kimberly

1 E. Poplar St.

Trask, Harry M.

Kelly, I an E. & Christa R.

Mantrua Ave. & N. East Ave.

West Jer sey & Seashore Railroad

Borough of Wenonah

300 E. Mantua Ave.

Farr, Edward L.

McCall, Louis C.J. & Vicki Braun

202 W. Mantua Ave.

Smith, Blair

Innes, Neil & Catherine

6 N. Clint on Ave.

Stout-Vogt

Malfitano, Vincent C. & Jennifer

401 E. Cherry St.

Farr, Edward L.

Murtha, Thomas M. & Kristina G.

8 N. Clinton Ave.

Sooy, Samuel T.

Lewis, Gregory & Melisa

VanMeter, Wiliam

Streck, Leonard E. & Maureen H.

300 W . Mantua Ave.

Colbert, Clarence

Finch, Edmund

107 S. Clinton Ave.

Holeton, John

Birklan d, Scott G. & Brenda A.

1891
103 N. Lincoln Ave.

1892

1893

1896

1897

1898
203 E. Willow St.

1899
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Hope to see you Friday eveni ng, October
12th at 7:30 at the Train Station Community
Center. Bring a guest or two along.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Charles Horan
Dear Members,

SUGGESTION BOX

I hope that all those who attended the
September 2012 Meet and Greet had an
enjoyable evening. It certainly seemed like
that was the case. Again, many thanks to our
hosts, Sue and Larry Smith. Now we move
into our "regular" meetings that feature
programs of a historical nature. As always, I
am open to any ideas or suggestions for
future program topics.

Please send me an email {smithlr@att.net) or
a letter (110 S Clinton Ave, Wenonah, NJ
08090), or give me a call (856-468-3480)
should you have any thoughts on future
programs f or our meetings or ideas for
feature stories or enhancements to t h e
newsletter. President Horan and I would
greatly appreciate your suggestions.

A Little More about our Guest
Our guest speaker for the evening will be
Speaker -- Barbara Solem-Stull
Barbara Solem-Stull, author of Ghost Towns
and Other Quirky Places in the New Jersey
Barbara Solem-Stull has an undergraduate
Pine Barrens. Barbara will speak about the
degree in psychology from The College of
towns that rose up around the iron f urnaces,
New Jersey {formerly known as Trenton State
glass factories, paper mills,
r-----------------------~
2012 WHS OFFICERS
College). She has completed
cranberry farms and brick
graduate work in education
making establishments of
Charles Horan admi nistration and has been
the 18th, 19th and early 20th President
centuries. Her book provides
Paul Lader a special education teacher, a
Vice President
trainer, a pri ncipal, and an
directions and wal king tours
Secretary
Vicki McCall
admi nistrator .. Barbara retired
of many of the Pine Barrens
from
the State of New Jersey
Treasurer
Carol
W
iltsee
historic sites and ruins.
of
Human
Depa rtment
Copies of her book will be
Trust ee
Betty Macleod
Services, Office of Education,
for
sale
and
availa ble
Trust
ee
Louis
McCall
i
n 2002, having worked as an
signing. Barbara was once a
education administrator for
resident of Wenonah.
Meetings are normally held on
15 years. Barbara is t h e
the second Friday of each
I have recently read this
author
of The Forks: A Brief
month (except June, July and
book and it is a fascinating
History of the Area {2002) an d
August) at t he Train Station
history as well as a practical
Ghost Towns and Other
Community Center.
modern guide for those
intrepid souls who wish to .____________________________J Quirky Places in the New
Jersey Pine Barrens (2005),
drive to the "Pines" and visit some of the
both published by Plexus Publishing Inc. of
sights detailed in Barbara 's most interesting
M edford, New Jersey. Barbara may be
book.
contacted at Ba rbSolem@aol..com .

___ ___________,
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The circa 18th- and 19th-century structures as compiled by Frank Eggert in his project to
memorialize the historic structures of Wenonah were included in the September newsletter.
Twentieth-century structures are listed below.
THE HISTORIC STRUCTURES OF WENONAH
Address

Original Owner

Current Owner

1901
104 S. West Ave.

Smith, Blair

Pallies, Jeffrey A.

200 W . Mantua Ave.

Cattell, Wiliam

Johnson, Wayne R. & George H.

8 S. Princeton Ave.

Eberly, Harlin

Taitano, Jason T. & Stephanie

110 S. Clinton Ave.

Jordan, Samuel M.

Smith, Larry R. & Susan S.

6 S. Pr inceton Ave.

Memorial Presbyterian Church

Memorial Presbyterian Church

201 W. Mantua Ave.

Stephenson, Aaron

Koenig, Ryan D. & Lara Z.

205 S. Princeton Ave.

Baylies, James

M cCormick, James H. & Rosalie P.

5 E. Poplar St.

Cline, C. Fowler

Strana han, M ichael J. & Tracy M .

109 W. Mantua Ave.

Hendrickson, Howard

Papanier, Stephan

109 N. East Ave.

Shiesser, John

Eimer, Edward C.

Javins, W illiam

Clementi, Francis V. & Traum, Mary C.

311 S. Princeton Ave.

Caparn, WilliamS.

Viviani, Christopher & Angela

500 E. Mantua Ave.

Corney, Robert H. & Theresa P.

Salomone, Diana J.

103 E. Mantua Ave.

Heritage, G. Ward

Donnely, Arthur & Sarah A.

101 S. Marion Ave.

McKeighan, Robert

Redrew, Lawrence A. & M ichele E.

Viereck, John A.

Garcia, Arthur N.

207 W . Mantua Ave.

Davis, A.A.

Snyder-Stocklin, Sharon

108 N. Monroe Ave.

Frederick, George

Coates, David J. & Raquel

9 W . Buttonwood St.

Grosscup, Edward G.

Breslin, William C. & Judith

100 N. West Ave.

Hobson, Charles

Astorga, Doreteo J. & Barbara H.

101 N. Jefferson Ave.

Holloway, E.O.

Roth, Margaret

1902

1903

1904

1905
8 N. Marion Ave.

1906

1907
8 S. Monroe Ave.

1908

- - - -..--·········-.................-..........
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Address

Original Owner

Current Owner

1909
204 N. West Ave.

Grosscup, George

Muller, William P. & laura E.

107 W . Mantua Ave.

Vogt, John H.

Raccabaldo, PhilipS. & Diane l .

104 N. West Ave.

Burt, Alexander

Jennings, Sean & Kristi

110 N. West Ave.

Davis, James

Sheridan Ill, Edward F. & Helen M.

5 S. Jefferson Ave.

Davis, Alvin A.

Headman IV, Thomas V.

1 W . Mantua Ave.

Grosscup, Edward G.

Sloan Family Properties, llC

200 S. Jefferson Ave.

Papania, Guiseppe

Debreseni, Bela F. & Robin P.

104 N. Jefferson Ave.

Savidge, Joseph P.

Fox, Virginia M.

10 N. Marion Ave.

Shuster, James

Mazzone, Dominick N. & Constance J.

302 W . Cherry St.

Tuff, Harry V.

Carter, Peggy D.

100 N. Jefferson Ave.

Borg, Helen F.

Vogelsong, Eric & Dawn M .

102 N. Jefferson Ave.

Greene, Stephen

Hernandez, Daniel E.

105 N. Jefferson Ave.

Grosscup, George

Davis, Donald D. & Marion

6 W . Willow St.

Bown, Daniel W.

Godsey, Nicholas C.

210 S. Jefferson Ave.

Cann, Lidie V.

Becker, Eugene J. & Dut ton, Kathleen

106 N. Jefferson Ave.

Cassel, John G.

Conway, Barbara Anne

203 W. Willow St

Viereck, John A.

Mix, Michael & Deborah

106 N. Monroe Ave.

Bergen, George

Miserendi no, Stephen J. & Renee

12 S. Jefferson Ave.

Greene, Stephen

Martin, John P. & Daly, Jaclyn T.

5 W. Elm St.

Kimble, Bailey W.

Jenkins Jr., Robert T.

101 E. Elm St.

Mulvey, Paris

Smith, Kevin T. & Bumb, Renee M.

107 N. Jefferson Ave.

Ogden, J. Foster

Parkinson, Paul D. & l ar a J.

204 W. Willow St.

Viereck, John A.

Lentz, Marjorie K.

Greene, William H.

Cop Jr., Gary & Alyssa

206 N. West Ave.

Leap, B.H.

Sabetta, Thomas J.

107 N. Monroe Ave.

Reinard, Frank

Ceravolo, W illiamS. & Sharon M .

Nelson, Peter 0.

Angelucci, Joseph & Holder Jeffrey

1910

1911

1912

1913

1914
13 S. M onroe Ave.

1916

1921
8 N. Jefferson Ave.
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Dear Members,

Next Meeting at 7.30 P.M. on
Friday, November 9, 2012
Volume 10, Issue 8, November 2012

vi.a a left turn into the driveway past the
Lowes entrance). Our regular evening
program w ill feature a summary of the
progress and discoveries that Dr. Lacovara
an d his paleontology students have made at
the site "in our backyard." I hope to see a
good turn out for what promises to be a very
interesting presentation as evidenced from
t he f ollowing headlines from our local
papers:

It seems as though our Borough has endured
Hurricane Sandy and emerged relatively
unscathed save for a few fallen trees and a
relatively short power outage. Hopefully the
weather will cooperate this coming Friday for
our November g th meeting. Let our hearts
Mantua Township's Inversand
and prayers go out to those who were
site may be of national
impacted much more
importance to
severely by the hurricane
2011 WHS OFFICERS
paleontologists
than we were here i n
Gloucester County Times,
President
Charles Horan
Wenonah and Gloucester
June 28, 2012
County.
Vice President
Pau l Lader

Fossils from the

Our November program will
Secretary
Vicki McCall Cretaceous Period
featur e Dr. Kenneth J.
Treasurer
Carol W iltsee unearthed a t
Lacovara who is an
Inversand i n Mantua,
Trustee
Betty Macleod
Associate Professor at
June 26, 2012
Drexel University in the
Trustee
Louis McCall Gloucester County Times,
Department of Biodiversity,
June 27, 2012
Meetings are held on the
Earth and Environmental
second Friday of each month
Heavy lifting in N.J.: A
Science. Dr. Lacovara holds
65 million-year-old
(except June, July and August ) at
a PhD in Geology from the
the Train St ation Comm unit y
sea turtle
Univer sity of Delaware and
Philadelphia
Inquirer,
Center.
is an elect ed fellow of the
June 9, 2011
prestigious Explorers Club.
He has t raveled the world in pursuit of
WENONAH
dinosaur fossils, appea red on several national
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
news outlet s, authored books on related
CHRISTMAS DINNER
t opics, and guided viewers through a tour of
the earth' s history o n a two-hour
Our annual Christmas Dinner will be on
documentary on the Discovery Channel.
Friday, December 14th. The cost is $20 per
Dr. Lacova ra has been excavating at the
lnversand site located behind the Lowes
store o n Woodbury-Glassboro Road in
Mantua. There will be a pre-lecture site visit
avai lable on Friday f rom 2-4 PM. (Access is

___

............................................,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,................
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person. Please bring your check (payable t o
Wenonah Histor ical Society) to our meet ing
on Friday or mail it to Jean Cowles at 304 N
Stockton Ave, Wenona h, NJ 08090. This is
always a great affair so please make plans to
kkk off the holiday season close to home.
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JOSEPH NOBLIT'S HALL, 6 NORTH MARION AVENUE
by Milton Webb (research by Jack C. Sheppard Sr.)
On March 19, 1878, in three public places in Wenonah, t he newly formed School District 54 posted the
following notice: "The annual Wenonah school meeting will be held in the school room in the Wenonah

House Hotel on the Tuesday of the week following the town meeting at which meeting will be submitted the
question of voting a tax to maintain a free public school, the amount thought to be three hundred dollars.
The question of building a schoolhouse will also be considered with the matters related thereto. The amount
thought to be necessary for this purpose is twenty five hundred dollars. George Bailey District Clerk." The
meeting was a public f orum where the question of building a schoolhouse was thoroughly talked over and a
free expression of opinion given . It was agreed that the Boa rd of Trustees be authorized to build a school
not to cost over $2,500 exclusive of
well, out buildings and fences. There
was one vote in the negative. The
Mantua Land and Improvement
Company donated the land and Dr
Fithian purchased the entire bond
issue. The contract f or the erection
of the building was let out t o Daniel
Brown, a local builder and developer,
for $2,245.95. Other contracted
items were to Sam Chew, digging a
well $15; Henry Frederick, well pump
$13.50; William Allen, bell and
lightning rods $9.00; Sam Dilks,
carting $3.00; Isaac Stevenson,
grading and digging cellar hole
$38.00; and Ed Ward, plans and
specifications $30.50. The building
was completed in the early months
of 1879 and classes were
immediately started in the new schoolhouse. This building, as a schoolhouse, was to serve the community
until1894 when it was replaced by the Stone School House on North Clinton Avenue.
Several expenditures were significant during this period : Ella English to be em ployed as teacher at a
salary not to exceed $35 dollars a month; Sam Chew coal for the year $31; and May Clark to assist Tracy
Waddin gton at a sa lary of $1 a day.
During the period of use as a schoolhouse, the trustees rented out the building for other purposes. The
most significant was t he Mantua Grange #39, Patrons of Husbandry. It might be noted that the Grange

_________,

movement was a powerfu l political force and this chapter was large, numbering over two hundred

____ ............................................
,
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......................................................................................... _ , ,
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members. lectures were held and auctions of produce and grain held in the building. Also the tradition of
this building as a polling p lace started and continued for over one hundred years.
In June of 1894, the Trust ees of the school district sold the building at auction to Joseph Nob lit for
$1,500. He was a well- known citizen of the community and f armer by t rade. He also was the Deptford
Townsh ip clerk. Wenonah was sti ll a part of Deptford Township at this time. Known as "The Old War
Horse," he was a veteran of the Civil War having served with the 138th Pennsylvania Volunteers. He was an
active m ember of the Grand Army of t he Republ ic, a Civi I War veteran's organization.
Every up-and-coming community during this period had what was known as an "Opera House" and this
buildi ng would fall into the category. On severa l occasions an advertisement would mention that an event
would be held at Nob lit's Opera House. He leased out the building for a number of varied social affairs. The
Mantua Grange continued to use the hall as wel l as several political organizations. In 1989, the Wenonah
Field Club, which was the forerunner of our modern Wenonah Athletic Association, was formed and the
club used the building for a number of years.
In 1913, the YMCA reconstitut ed their organization and rented the hall with a long-term lease. They had
the backing of several wea lthy citizens w ho provided funds for extensive renovations to the building. It then
became known in Wenonah as the YMCA Hall. Unfortunately during this period Joe Noblit's sight failed and
he moved to Oregon with his grandson where he died in 1915. The YMCA took title to t he building and
started a large undertaking of activit ies. Shuffleboard tournaments were held and there were dances and
socials for the teenagers. This was the beginning of the ongoing concern for the youth of the town through
provid ing recreation . Outstanding were the Saturday night movies when it was advertised there was
seating capacity for 250 people. Stars at t he time were Charles Chaplin, Mary Pickford, Pearl White, Buste r
Keaton and others of the silent screen .
Interest in the local chapter of the YMCA waned and the building went into disuse. Probably the greatest
reason for this was the growing interest in the scouting movement under the leadership of Dr. Gage. In
1922, the newly organized Arthur J. Holeton Post 192, American l egion purchased the Hall from the YMCA.
Previous to this, the legion was meet ing at what is now the Wild Iris Floral Shop, formerly the offices of t he
Wenonah Realty Company. Now the building became known as the "legion Hall," the name lasting for over
half a century. It became the center of socia l activity in the town. Saturday m ovies were started again for
the children as well as teen-age dances, t ravel lectures, potluck dinners, strawberry festivals, band concerts
and public forums. Voting was still held there. The American legion Rifle and Pistol Club, the oldest NRA
sponsored club in New Jersey built an indoor pistol range in the basement. On the second f loor were
recreational facilities including a f ine old slate pool table.
In 1984, the Legion sold the buildi ng to a private owner after they began using the new ly renovated
train depot for their meetings ... a new era emerged in the h istory of the hall.
Regardless of what you ca ll it, Public School House, Grange Hall, YMCA Building, l egion Hall or my
house, it is still a grand building. Basically it still retains its exterior architectural integrity and if t reated
kindly should exist another one hundred and thirty years .
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of M r. Kircher, Mantua, and st ables of H.B.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Charles Horan

Coles. The chief also reported t hat the
apparatus was in first-class condition and

Dear Members,

ready for instant use. January 7 1912

Happy Holidays everyone! Our Holiday

8-inch ice is being harvested here, the best

Dinner is this Friday, December 14th at 5 PM.

for years. January 161912

It wi ll be catered by the Telford Inn as usual
and promises to be an enjoyable and f estive
occasion. To those who are unable to attend,

John F. Madera of Clayton, who purchased
R.J. Clark's grocery store, will t ake charge
March 1. Mr. Cl ark has been i n

I look forward to seeing you
on Friday January 11th at
7:30P.M. at our first

President

regular meeting of 2013.

Vice President

Our presenter will be an
interesting local author
from Pitman who has co-

business here for the past 17

2011 W HS OFFICERS
Cha rles Horan
Pau l Lader

Secretary

Vicki McCall

Treasurer

Carol W iltsee

Trustee

Betty Macleod

"New Jersey Firsts" (details

Trustee

Louis McCall

to follow). Please save t he

Meet ings are held on t he
second Friday of each month
(except June, July and August ) at
the Train St ation Commu nit y
Center.

authored a book about

date.
Have a wonderfu l and safe
holiday season and a I wish
you good healt h and
prosperity in the new year.

WENONAH 100 YEARS AGO - 1912
Woodbury Daily Times (research by
Jack C. Sheppard Sr.)
Section 1

A report received from Mr. Joseph Truncer,
chief of the Wenonah Fire Company, showed

years and during that time has
had ninr different competitors
in t hat line. Mr. Clark will leave
the business with the good
w ishes of all, as yet he has not
determined what business he
w ill engage in. January 171912
On Friday afternoon, Frank
Peddle broke through the ice
o n Synnott's pond where the
water was over his head and
was rescued by Hugh
Mehorter and Richard

Stockton. January 29 1912
The school here was closed last Thursday on
accou nt of scarl et fever and was opened
yesterday morning, but the trustees decided
not to reopen the school and t he scholars
were sent home for the week .. January 30

1912

that in the last year t he company had been

Mr. Edward Pyle, chairman of the fire and

called to four different fires: boat house of

lighting committee, addressed council stating

R.H. Comey stables ofthe Telford Inn, stables

that the commit tee had heard not hing but

___ _________,
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good concerning the sample lights placed in
the park and moved that council enter into a
contract w ith the Welsbach Company for 57
street lights at $30.00 each per year for a
term of five years. February 2 1912
Scoutmaster Benjamin Cloud took ten of our
boy scouts to Philadelphia last evening to
meet General Baden-Powell. February 14

1912
No doubt all of our citizens are more or less
interested in the bui lding of the proposed
tunnel under the Delaware River and it is
certainly the duty of every citizen residing in
South Jersey to give to this movement his or her
hearty support. We may not all be f inanciers but
the moral and physica I support that each and
every one of us can give to those who can f inance
such an undertaking is a powerful adjunct to
further this much needed improvement. February

161912
John Williams who lives near the pumping station
has had as high as 35 chickens a day killed by
electric trains. February 22 1912
Daniel W. Brown of Wenonah died at Pa lm
Springs, Florida this morning. Mr. Brown went to
Palm Springs last year for his hea lth. He was
about 68 years old. Mr. Brown leaves a w idow,
son George, and four daughters, Nellie, Melvina,
Bertha and Olive. Mr. Brown was a w ell known
contractor and builder. He was president of the
Wenonah Fire Company. February 26 1912
Earle Wentzell, son of A. W. Wentzell w ho has
been seriously ill for several days and w ho was at
the point of death for 6 days, is getting along very
nicely and has been down stairs. February 29

1912
There is a scarcity of milk occasioned by M r. Berg
discont inuing his route. For some years past Mr.
Berg has rented R.H. Corney's stock farm and
carried on the dairy business. Mr. Corney has
been interest ed in maintaining a high class herd
w ith fancy Jersey stock and high grades. Mr.
Berg's lease expi red February 29th and as many
i------·····-··-·····~-·--~~-·-·~----·~·····~
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of his customers h ave been unable to arrange for
a supply of milk. Mr. Corney intends to supply Mr.
Berg's old customers as far as possible for a few
days until his cow sale w ithout regard to cost. Mr.
Corney has always kept his herd free from
t uberculosis by annual inspector's tests and he
declares that the present herd is. entirely free
from it. March 2 1912
The borough coun cil reports the taking out of a
building permit for Mr. J.A. Viereck for a dwelling
on the lot adj oining the N.W. corner of Jefferson
Avenue and Willow Street. March 8 1912
The fire company has kindly given permission to
t he Poultry Association the use of the f ire house
for their future m eetings which is greatly
appreciated by the association.

March 20 1912
A sad drowning. On Saturday afternoon Robert
Rebar aged 3 years, son of M r. an d Mrs. Robert
Rebar, was accidently drowned in the f irst culvert
just below the academy f ield. The little fellow had
wa ndered away from home w ith his sister and
another little playmate. They took a long walk
and fi nally wound up just where the bridge built
by Battery B crosses the stream. While his
companions amused themselves by throwing
chips in the water little Robert lay on the bridge
watching the make believe boats f lout in the
water. In endeavoring to note their progress, he
leaned too far forward, lost his balance and fell in
t he stream. He came up two or three times but
his companions were too little to render him any
aid. Frightened beyond means they hastened
home meeting several people on the way but too
scared to say anything. The mother of the little
fe llow saw them coming and questioned where
Robert was. She f inally got f rom them that Robert
had fallen in the water. When help was finally
secured in the person of Mr. Wm. Cattell, he
secured other volunteers and hurried to the spot
where the lad had gone under. With the help of a
t en foot boat hook, the little body was brought to
t he surface by Mr. Charles Fisher . The father of
t he boy carried him in his arms to the office of Dr.
Harry Stout but life was extinct. His parents cou ld
not give up hope and for hours everything they
knew was t ried t o bring t he boy back. Robert was

_ _
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a beautiful bright boy and loved by everyone who
knew him. His parents have t he heartfelt
sympathy of the entire community.

t heir lamp posts another coat of aluminum paint.

May 51912
J. Williams has a gobbler that weighs 38 lbs and
expects it to weigh 50 by Thanksgiving. May 7

A 40 hp Apperson touring car in splendid condition, just overhauled was repainted last spring.
A great change to pu rchase a really good car at a
reasonable price For f urther details apply to F.W.
Benson, Wenonah, New Jersey. March 261912

1912
Captain Abraham B. Miller died Monday May 13
at his home in Wenonah. Captain Miller was born
at Cooper's Point Camden in 1822. Left at the age
of 14 to care for his widowed mother he worked
on the ship "Marlette Tilten" for four yea rs and
was put in as captain at the age of 18. He
followed the water for 15 years. During the civil
war he was taken from his ship by President
Lincoln and placed on the M innesota as f leet pilot
at the time of the sinking of the Merrimac. After
t he war he went i nto the service of the
Philadelphia and Reading Company where he
remained for 20 years. May 151912

Thomas J. Mulvey PhD w ill deliver the first of his
series of lectures at t h e academy gymnasium
Saturday March 30 at 8 P.M . His subject will be
"Paris the beautiful" admission free. March 28

1912
Section 2
Chairman Ogden of the street and sidewalk
committee recommended that council purchase
gravel 'for resurfacing of Mantua Avenue from
Clinton to Princeton Avenues. Apri/12 1912

Colonel Roosevelt will be here tomorrow evening
about 6 o'clock. The meeting will be held in the
park if the weather is fair. Should it be stormy it
will be held in the drill hall of the academy. Let
everybody turn out and greet the colonel. May 24

The mayor, clerk and collect or signed Wenonah's
first municipal bond last evening $35,000. This
was a water bond. Apri/13 1912
A sample of the Wenonah artesian well water can
be seen in the Times window. It was drawn from
a faucet in the kitchen of postmaster English 's
house .and has not been fi ltered. Wenonah has six
wells about 128 feet deep and the machinery is
as good today as it was 17 yea rs ago. All the wells
have a splendid f low. Wenonah water has
brought many people to that place as residents.

1912
For good three ply rubber garden hose (not 3-ply
canvas hose) inquire of John A. Viereck before
going elsewhere. June 71912
David Thomas contactor is now building the
concrete curbs and gutters around the park. June

7.1912

April 20 1912

Borough council: The borough clerk reported the
issuance of a building permit to the Chase
Lumber Company for the erection of office
buildings sheds etc.

The minstrel show by the Wenonah Athletic Club
Saturday night was a grand success. The boys
looked great in their make-up and everything was
done with vigor and vi m.

Apri/30 1912

Mr. Charles requested permission to place 10 o r
12 benches in the park for the convenience of the
public at no expense to the borough by voluntary
contribution.

There is someone rumoring among my customers
that I am going out of the milk business in about
two months. This rumor is untrue and I will
continue to serve my cust omers as heret ofore
with the best grade of milk and hope for a
continuance of business and your favors. C.P.
Lyons.

Resolved that bathing or swimming in the lower
lake or pond situated on the property of the
borough water works also t he t hrowing of stones
sticks brush paper or other rubbish in said pond
or lake is hereby prohibited by law.

Mr. Pyle moved that counci l instruct the clerk to
write Welsbach Co. requesting that they give

---- - - - ,
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That bathing or swimming in the upper lake
known as Warner's pond situated on t he
property of the borough wat er works in the nude
state is prohibited under the pena lt y of law Those
desiring to avail themselves of the bathing
privilege must be provided with suitable clothing
and avoid indecent or unseem ly exposure of
person.
Elwood Price, the borough engineer at the water
works was sworn in as a special officer.
Moved that the clerk be instructed to
communicate with the f ish and game· commission
of the state with reference to having Warner's
Lake stocked w ith f ish . June 81912
Council has given consent for benches to be
placed in the park and the Improvement
Association with the aid of t he citizens are
undertaking to supply them standard five foot
park benches w ith iron f rames and oak slats seats
and backs with the promise they will be in place
before the 4th of July. Some of our people
oppose this move on the grounds they wi ll be
abused, that they will harbor "loafers," that the
grass will suffer, that the boys w ill move t hem
about and break them up. They say t hat all these
things have happened before and they expect
them to happen again. June 211912
Chase Lumber Company Lumber and Millwork of
every description and ha rdware. Mantua Avenue
at the bridge July 11912
The 4th of July Committee on the pa rade route
requests those living along the line of march to
water the streets as well as may be so as to lay
the dust. The men who are going to do the
marching w ill appreciate it not to speak of the
auto owners and the children who w ill ride in the
machines. July 41912
Borough Council: The borough Clerk reported
issuing a pool license as per instructions of
borough council to Albert Fisher for the operation
of two pool tables at the barber shop.
Counci l authorized the borough engineer to run
grades on North Clinton Avenue Elm to Maple
Street so that proper calculations cou ld be made
i------·····-··-·····~-·--~~-·-·~----·~·····~
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for the extension of water mains into this section.

July 8, 1912
There was never .a much prettier sight than that
presented at the lawn fete on the grounds of
Mrs. Ira Burdsall Tuesday evening. The occasion
was an ice cream sale for the benefit of the
building fund of the Episcopal Church. Chinese
lanterns were hung f rom one end of the lawn to
t he other and little tables with whit e covers and
bouquets dotted the greens. A fine Graphophone
loaned by M r. Edward Knight did its part in
attracting and entertaining the people.

July 251912
The Boy Scouts of Wenonah and Woodbury
Heights under M rr. Gage and Mr. Davenport
visited League Island yesterday taking in all the
points of interest on the Battleship Idaho. July 28

1912
Harold Urian, a boy scout saved a colored boy
from drowning in Warner's pond . The boy in
attempting to swim across the pond had become
exhausted and had gone down twice when
Harold reached his side and took him safely to
shore. July 311912
If you want to see the beauty and elite of
Wenonah come out tonight to the ice cream sale
for the benefit of the Wenonah Athletic
Association . Ther e w ill be good music all evening.

August 2 1912
Section 3
Mr. Pyle moved that fire and lighting committee
be authorized to lay about 90 feet of 3 inch pipe
to reach the property now being constructed on
Princeton Avenue by Mr. Charles Keeler. August 3

1912
Miss Myrtle Blackwood will not return t o her
position as princip al of the Wenonah Public
School but will be head of the Latin department
of Kent's Hill Seminary in Maine the coming yea r.

August 7 1912
Tom Murray is th inking of purchasing a White
Steamer to chase burglars with . August 9 1912
Miss Alice Farr gave an automobile party to a
number of her friends Friday afternoon. They had
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a delightful ride to Salem and after partaking of
supper returned in the early evening. August 12

fifteen guests present including C. Fowler Cline,
t he mayor elect. December 6 1912

1912

August 25 1912

The family store, Wenonah where quality count s
and prices are right a full line of shoes and
rubbers always in stock. All kinds of repairing
done at short notice Charles Braes Wenonah.
December 16 1912

An academy horse attached to a wago n ran away
throwing the wagon into the midd le of the creek.

It is reported ther e are 20 cases of chicken pox i n
town.

C. Fowler Cline w ill give us a good business
administration if elected mayor; a vot er
September 25 1912

One of the prettiest sights in Wenonah is George
Baylies' greenhouses.
November 11912

Young Arthur Holeton is on his way to California
where he w il l attend the 7th day Adventist school
at Lama Linda. His pu r pose is to prepare himself
for medical missionary work in some foreign
country. The chestnuts are falling fast. September

After the publication in this paper of Mayor
Lorence's declination to accept the nomination
for mayor, Mr. Charles Fowler Cl ine was selected
by a number of taxpayers who are acquainted
w ith Mr. Cline's ability as a businessman fully
qualified to fill any public off ice i n this st ate. Mr.
Cline after due consideration sign ed his
nomination papers which were signed by twentyfive legal voters mostly heavy taxpayers of our
borough. November 4 1912

Mr. R. H. Corney is having alterations made to the
store property adjoining the post office which he
bought of Mrs. Lashly and a cement sidewalk laid.

301912
The moving of the rea lty office is rapid ly forging
ahead. October 16 1912
Mr. Charles Keeler's house which is made of fire
proof brick is rapidly n earing completion. October

The following is t h e way the election in Wenonah
t urned out President Taft and Sherman 36
Roosevelt and Johnson 101 Chafin and Watkins 3
Debs and Seidell Wilson and Marshall 57.
November 6 1912

171912
Mrs. Lloyd's grocery store is now opened and
everything is of the very best.
The digging of the cell ar of the former realty
office site is nearing completion.

Died suddenly in Rome, Italy November 4th Mrs.
Hannah B. Farr of Philadelphia w idow of Lincoln
D. Farr aged 71 years. Services at the home of her
son Edward L. Farr Wenonah, New Jersey
Thursday evening November 7th at 8:15.
Conveyances w ill meet train leaving Market
Street Ferry Philadelphia at 6:30. November 6,

"Battleship" Toomey is open to meet anyone for
the pool championship of the town. October 27

1912
Someone tried to burn an opossum out of a tree
in Warner's wood and as a consequence the
woods were set af ire. November 8 1912

1912

Vague reports are floating around concerning a
bank which will be built.

The Wenonah Public Library will be closed tonight
in respect to the m emory of Mrs.. Hannah Farr.
November 7 1912

The newly opened drug store on Mant ua Avenue
next to the Post Office owned by Mr. Cozens has
a complete and thorough equipment. November

101912
Mr. Pyle and the borough council gave a dinner
last night at Mr. Pyles bungalow in honor of Mr.
Charles Lorence, the retiring mayor. There were
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Next Meeting at 7 :30 P.M. on
Friday, January 11, 2013

Newsletter

Volume 11, Issue 1, January 2013

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Charl es Horan

Persona lities" (!Rutgers University Press). He
al so has written for New Jersey Monthly,
Inside Jersey magazine,
Atlantic City
Magazine and Atlantic City Weekly, among
ot her publications. Tom has had a longtime
interest in New Jersey history and we loo k
forwa rd to his presentation.

Dear Members,
A heartfelt w ish to all for a Happy and
Healthy New Year 2013. I feel our 2012
Holiday Party was another resounding
success. The unanticipated visit by the
Presbyterian Church Carolers that evening
was most enjoyable and really hel ped kick off
the festive Christmas season. Our thanks
have been conveyed to them. I also want to
thank again Jean Cowles for her diligent
efforts in planning this annual event.

I look forward to seeing you this comi ng
Friday evening. Invit e a friend.

2013 W HS DUES ARE DUE
Dues for 2013 are now due and are still a
bargain at $15 per family. The dues can be
given to any W HS officer or mailed using t he
m embership application on the last page of
th is newsletter.

This mont h marks the end of a two-year term
for myself and Paul Lader as President and
Vice President, respectively. Elections will be
held t his Friday even ing during our January
2013 Business Meet ing. The current slate of
ODDS AND ENDS
WHS Officers are w illing to serve another
two-year term subject, of course, to member
approval. Nominations from t he f loor will be
If you would l ike to receive an electronic
accept ed per Roberts Rules . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - , version of the newsletter
inst ead of a copy delivered by
of Order.
2011 WHS OFFICERS
t he U.S. Postal Service, let me
President
Charles Horan
Our presenter this month
know
at
smithlr@att.net.
will be Tom Wilk, a resident
Vice President
Pau l Lader
The newsletter will arrive
of Pitman. Tom has worked
sooner, reduce our printing
Secretary
Vicki McCall
as
a
reporter
and
cost s, and
if
there
is
for
the
copy editor
Treasurer
Carol W iltsee
something in color, you will be
Gloucester County Times
able
to see the colors.
Trustee
Betty M acLeod
(now SJ Times) and the
Cara DeHart Lewis and Gerard
Trustee
Louis McCall
Courier-Post between 1975
McGarrity
are
currently
and 2012. He is the coMeetings are held on t he
working out the schedule for
author of "New Jersey
second Friday of each month
completing their video on
Fi rsts:
The
f amous,
(except June, July and August ) at
Wenonah's rich history as well
Infamous and Qui rky of The
the Train St ation Communit y
as the people that have made
Garden State" (Camino
Center.
it
into a wonderful town.
Books) and "Tales of South
Jersey: Profiles and
...........- ................................ ................................ ..............................................................................................

' - - - - - - - - - - - -....-

..........................- .............................. ............................... ................................ .............................

,_ ,,

....................-

-

__ ..

, - - - - - - - - - - - - -..- ...- -....

-

1

-

-

-

-

,

,_....

........................-

_____

.................

__;

The following article was provided by Jack C. Sheppard Sr. Sources of information for the article
were "The Business Encyclopedia of Pennsylvania" by John Woolf Jordan, eta/., and the book
"Wenonah 2009" by Marjorie K. Lentz.
STEPHEN GREENE: A FOUNDER AND PIONEER IN WENONAH
by Jack C. Sheppard Sr.
In the interests of learning more about the founders and the
bygone days of Wenonah, I rented a time machine at a nearby
rental agency, had it delivered to the center of Wenonah park,
and set the date-dial for September 20, 1904, the day the
Wenonah Military Academy opened. A short time later I
opened the door and stepped into the Park, the former front
yard of the hotel that had been deeded to the town in
perpetuity by the Mantua Land and Improvement Company. It
was a beautiful, warm Fall day. The park didn't look that
different but as I looked toward the train station, a steam
locomotive pulling passenger cars came into view w ith steam
and smoke belching from it. On Mantua Avenue, which was still
a dirt road, I saw a mixture of horse drawn wagons and
automobiles. I walked toward the converted former hotel andl
standing on the veranda was Stephen Greene, there to cut the
Stephen Greene
ribbon and welcome the first cadets to the school. He was an
1831 - 1908
extremely distinguished looking man with white hair and
beard. I introduced myself and asked if I could interview him
for an article I was writing. I decided to refrain from telling him I was from 108 years in the future
as I thought it would focus attention on me and possibly thwart my reason for being there, to
interview him.
Mr. Greene graciously agreed to be interviewed. We sat in cane-backed rocking chairs on the front
porch of the fo rmer Wenonah Inn hotel, now an aspiring military/academic school, while activity
swirled all around us on this the opening day.
This pictu resque little town named Wenonah had only been here for 33 years, created by the West
Jersey Railroad Company in 1871 t o stimulate its passenger and freight business. The beautiful
station located just a few hundred feet from the academy was a center of activity as trains arrived
at the station disgorging a number of excited young men, anxious to get started on their higher
education and careers. They were met by instructors and professors, many wearing military
uniforms. They welcomed the youngsters and immediately commenced instilling in them the
military discipline that was the backbone of the military style educational system.
The excitement was infectious and it was a great time to be in this wonderfu l small town named
Wenonah.
I started the interview with Stephen Greene:
Question: When and where were you born?
r - - - - - - - - - - - - -..- . .- -.. .,_,,. . . . . .- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . . . . .-............................................................................. . . . . . . . . __,. ,_....
' - - - - - - - - - - - - -....-

....................-

2

-

-

-

-

..........................- .............................. ............................... ................................ .............................

........................-

.................

______.

Stephen Greene I was born in Bainbridge, New York on September 25, 1831. At age three my

family moved to Columbia, Lancaster County Pennsylvania where I spent my young years and
received my formal education.
Question: After your early years in Columbia where did you go next?
Stephen Greene: In 1846, I left home for Hellam Township, York County, Pennsylvania where I
t aught briefly in a district school. Although I eventually decided against a teaching career,
throughout my life my interest in the education of young people was intense. I became friendly
with t he Dean and higher-ups at t he University of Pennsylvania and assisted many young people in

obtaining an education there.
Question: Tell me about your marriage and family.
Stephen Greene: In 1853, I married Martha Houston and started a family that eventually included
a son and five daughters.
Question: You said you were a teacher but decided against that as your life' s work. What did you
do next?
Stephen Greene: After my brief teach ing experience, I decided t o take up a career i n printing. I
entered the printing field i n 1847 working my way up the business ladder through employment
with severa l printing companies, learning the printing business from the bottom up. By 1881, I felt
I had enough skill and experience to succeed on my own in the printing business so I started the

Stephen Greene Co., Printers, w ith myself as President.
Question: You were in the printing business in Philadelphia. Why and how did you become
involved in the creation of a small tow n in New Jersey?
Stephen Greene: Earlier in my career, in 1870 while working for the Liesenring Printing Company

in Philadelphia, I invented a method for printing a new type of railroad tickets with consecutive
numbering, the f irst ever used in the railroad industry i n t his region. While doing research for this
purpose I met w ith several railroad owners and operators including Civil War General William
Sewell who was vice-president of the West Jersey Railroad Company. The West Jersey had recent ly
realigned its rail system south of Camden, NJ making it a much more attractive and profitable
freight and peop le mover. Following the track realignment, General Sewell and his Chief Engineer
William F. Allen conceived the idea of creating a new town along the tracks, the chief objective
being to stimulate business for the railroad. They were advertising a virtua l Eden along the t racks
offering fresh air and water, a new station, easy commu tation to and from Philadelphia, all
prerequisites for a "new suburban town." It sounded like a grand idea to me so I joined the
General and severa l other businessmen in the venture. So on March 15, 1871, I joi ned Samuel A.
Whitn ey, General Will iam J. Sewell, George Wood, Horatio J. Mulf ord, George Harris, John Starr,
Edw ard Warne, Samuel Hopkins, Thomas P. Carpenter, and Thomas Jones Yorke, president of the
West Jersey Railroad, as the first Board of Directors of t he Mantua Land and Improvement
Company. The Company was authorized to lay out building lots as well as boulevards, alleys and
parks. It was directed to bui ld a hotel and erect residences. In short, a town was born and they
named it "Wenonah." I saw this place as a good business venture.
Question: I can understand the business investment att raction for you but you were in the printing
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business in Philadelphia. Why did you become personally involved in the creation of a town where
nothing existed except for fields of sweet potatoes and a few farm houses?
Stephen Greene: Philadelphia where I lived at this time and had my business was not only
crowded but hotter than Hades in summer. I listened to the vision of Wenonah as expressed by
General Sewell and his engineer William Allen and believed this would be an ideal place not only
as an i nvestment, but also as a cool and refreshing retreat for my family in the summer.
Comment: My interview was interrupted at this time by the arrival o n the porch of Mayor Charles
Lorence and Council men Thomas Synnott, Henry Peddl e, James Carey, John Holeton, Charles Yost
and Daniel W. Brown. The group proceeded to welcome Stephen Greene and the Military
Academy to Wenonah. Mayor Lorence made some brief remarks in which he commended Stephen
Greene for his devotion to Wenonah commencing in 1870 when M r. Greene was one of the
original founders of Wenonah. He pointed out that Mr. Greene's investment in Wenonah of both
money and time was to a substantial extent the reason for the town's success and reputation as a
wonderful place to reside and raise a family. Councilman John Holeton mentioned that he had an
8-year old son Arthur J. Holeton, who he hoped would attend the Academy when he was old
1
enough.
Sheppard: I'm glad I was here when the Mayor and Council arrived as I already knew a lot about
them hQving studied the history of the Borough Council, but it was gr eQt to hQve been able to
meet them in person. Now, back to ou r interview:
Question: As Mayor Lorence mentioned, in 1870 you p.articipated in the creation of Wenonah as
an original member of the Mantua Land and Improvement Company. Having done your part to get
the town started you could have resumed a typical investor role by returning to Ph i ladelphia and

leaving the start-up work to the locals. Why did you stay around and get involved?
Stephen Greene: It was because of the new people I met during the start-up activities. In addition
to General Sewell, there were Sam Whitney and Tom Synnott in the glass business, builder Dan
Brown, Tom Carpent er in the boat-building and shipping business (Carpenter's Landing on Mantua
Creek), and local farmers Isaac C. Stevenson and Charles Starns. They all seemed to have the same
motivation as I did. They were self-made business successes w ith the American entrepreneurial
spirit seeking to play a part in the growth of the railroads that were t ransforming the country.

Remem ber, this region, so close to Philadelphia, still relied on horses on dirt roads and barges in
the Mantua Creek to transport farm-products, goods an d people to and from the cities.
Question: Weill can certainly understand your wanting to stay involved with t he people involved
in the creation of the town but you went further, you bought more building lots than any other

investor. Why was t hat?
Stephen Greene: Mainly because I had a vision of what Wenonah could become and I wanted to
play a pa rt in it. Once it was decided to build the Wenonah House Hotel in the southeast quadrant
of town, I could foresee that this section would grow the fastest, and not only provide the most
housing sa les opportunities, but would also be the most enjoyable to· live in. I envisioned a large

1

In fact, Arthur J. Holeton did attend the Academy graduating in 1916. He lost his life in France
during World War I. W enonah American Legion Post 192 is named for him .
' """"""""""""'''"'"''''"""""""""""""-
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summer residence that my family could enjoy in the heat of the summer. I pictured one or more
churches nearby to help with the religious needs of my family, and I hoped to build houses that
would attract homebuyers having the same principles and objectives as I held.
And above all, it was a great experience starting a town from scratch and being involved with
people such as Daniel Brown, Horatio J. Mulford, A. McFarland and Thomas W. Synnott. Double
cottages were built facing the railroad tracks and a row of houses on West Willow Street was
named "Brown Town" for Daniel Brown, the builder. The east side of the tracks where I took up
residence was nicknamed "Greene Town" after me. Some builders used the identical plans on
various lots and they can still be identified throughout Wenonah.
I built my home on the corner of South Clinton and East Willow streets and kind of got carried
away with it. It became very large and part of a block-sized complex i ncluding a dwelling for my
caretaker John Truncer, a coachman's
dwelling, a laundry and living quarters
for our cook and laundress, and a barn
and stables. I also built a gazebo for my
Dutch garden and a peacock house with
a brick wall mortared with flecks of
oyster shells bordering the peacock run.
I even hired a Japanese gardener to
care for the gardens and greenhouse.
Once I got started it seemed as though I
couldn't stop.
So after completing my "residence"
block, I developed South Marion
Stephen Greene's Home in Wenonah
Avenue at my own expense, lined the
street with pine trees, laid many yards of flagstone, built a dam at the foot of Marion Ave. and
developed Lake Cornelia, naming it for Cornelia Truncer, the w ife of my caretaker. To aid in making
the Wenonah House Hotel an even-more attractive destination I added a two-storied boathouse
and a Japanese-designed bridge beside the lake. I built arbor-covered walks from rose gardens
leading to a glen known as the Hermitage near my lake. I also built the town's first sanitary sewer
system to serve the hotel and my various properties. I even built a sports complex at Cedar and
Clinton streets for various sports including a grandstand seating 300 spectators. These were the
predominant amusements at the time and were so successful I eventually expanded the
grandstand to a capacity of 500. Th e sports attracted a lot of people to Wenonah, many of whom
stayed and/or ate at the hotel. I did all this while running a successful printing business in
Philadelphia. I was a busy guy.

***Jack Sheppard's interview of Stephen Greene will continued in the February newsletter. ***
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Wenonah Historical Society

Newsletter
THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Charles Horan
Dear Members,

Next Meeting at 7:30P.M. on
Friday, February 8, 2013
Volume 11, Issue 2, February 2013

entit led "Stitched Through Time: A Legacy of
Quilts, Part II."
I look forward to seeing you this coming
Friday evening. Please bring a guest along.

I hope those in attendance enjoyed the
2013 W HS DUES ARE DUE
presentation (verbal and photo) given in
January by local author Tom Wilk. His
Dues for 2013 are now due and are still a
presentation highlighted the history that
bargain at $15 per family. The dues can be
surrounds us here in southern New Jersey.
given to any WHS officer or mai led using the
While it may not always be on a grand
membership application on the last page of
scale of national events (although some of it
this newsletter.
is), often it may be overlooked or taken for
granted. I am drawn to it partly because it is
ODDS AND ENDS
close-by and easilly accessible. Our own
Wenonah Library has a nice selection of
);> If you would like to receive an electronic
books t hat cover topics related to local
version of the newsletter instead of a copy
history. Examples: New Jersey from Colony to
delivered by the U.S. Postal Service, let me
State by legendary Rutgers history professor
know at smithlr@att.net. The newsletter will
Richard McCormick. John Cunningham is a
arrive sooner, reduce our printing costs, and
notorious New Jersey author
if there is something in color,
of several books on local
you
will be able to see the
2011 WHS OFFICERS
history topics. The library
colors.
President
Charles Horan
has available a number of his
Vice President
Paul Lader
publications as well as
);> President Horan and
various other authors.
would greatly appreciate
Secretary
Vicki McCall
your ideas, thoughts and
Our program for February 8,
Treasurer
Carol Wiltsee
suggestions on the following:
2013 will be given by Patricia
Trustee
Betty Macleod
A. Waltman Hrynenko, the
• Programs for future
Museum
Collections
Trustee
Louis McCall
meetings
Coordinator
of
the
Meetings are held on the
• Feature stories or
Gloucester County Historical
second Friday of each month
enhancements to the
Her PowerPoint
Society
·
(except June, July and August) at
newsletter
presentation will feature
the Train Station Community
•
Ways to attract new
Sibyl Tatum Jones: Her
Center.
members
family genealogy, history,
heirlooms and dedication to the Gloucester
Please send me an email or
County Historical Society. Patricia will expand
letter (110 S. Clinton Ave., Wenonah, NJ
on a ,current exhibit at the GCHS Museum
08090), or give me a call (856-468-3480).
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The following article was provided by Jack C. Sheppard, Sr. Sources of information for the article
were "The Business Encyclopedia of Pennsylvania" by John Woolf Jordan, eta/., and the book
"Wenonah 2009" by Marjorie K. Lentz.
This part of the article concludes Jack's return to September 20, 1904 by time machine and
interview of Stephen Greene on the front porch of Wenonah Military Academy. (The first part of
the interview appeared in the January newsletter.)
STEPHEN GREENE: A FOUNDER AND PIONEER IN WENONAH (PART 2)

by Jack C. Sheppard, Sr.
Question: You mentioned the con struction of churches in your
grand plan for Wenonah, what was that all about?
Stephen Greene: Wenonah started out as a very Christian
community. Not only was Tom Synnott a devout Presbyterian,
he had the financial means to build our beautiful church and
donate it to the town. My parents raised me as an Episcopalian
and I served as a vestryman and rector's warden of the St.
Peters Episcopal Church near w here we lived in the
Germantown section of Philadelph ia. Also my wife was a
devoted member of the Methodist Episcopal faith. I wanted
the same access for our family w hen away from home. So I
provided the ground for t he Methodist Episcopal Church across
the street from my h ome.

We laid the cornerstone of the Church on August 15, 1883 with
Bishop Matthew Simpson presiding. Simpson had preached at
Stephen Greene
1831- 1908
Abraham Lincoln's funeral service. The silver trowel used in the
cornerstone ceremony was presented to t he Bishop and is now
in the Smithsonian Institution in Washington D.C. The day was stormy so t he services were held on
the front porch of our home across the street.
In 1884 I awarded a contract for $5,300 to build the church . Work on t he building progressed
slowly and it was soon discovered the builder wasn 't trustworthy and hadn't paid his suppliers. To
resolve the problem I bought the building and obtained a new builder who finished the church. I
then donated the church to the parishioners. My wife also donated an oak book case with 250
books for use by the Sunday School.
And speaking of "Sunday Schools" let me tell you about another of Wenonah's pioneers, Dr.
George W. Bailey, who practically invented Sunday Schools. He started one in Wenonah and in
t ime was responsible for the creation of many others throughout t he state, the count ry and
overseas. He eventually became t lhe president and driving force for a world-wide Sunday School
Association. A wonderful person, a credit to Wenonah.
Question: It has been 35 years since the founding of Wenonah and you and your partners in the
Land & Improvement Company spent a lot of serious time getting the town to the status it now
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enjoys. Was it all business during that time or did you take some time to have a little fun and
enjoyment time?
Stephen Greene: Glad you asked. Yes, we did have many good times while creating our beautiful
Wenonah. There were many memorable events such as the time we had orange blossoms shipped
into Wenonah for the wedding of Fanonda Lorence. At a reception in Thomas W. Synnott's home
every room was decorated with a different color with f l owers from his conservatory. Bob Comey's
boathouse on his lake at "Camelback" and my boathouse on Lake Cornelia were both the scene of
many weekend festivities. Dinners were catered, orchestras were imported from Philadelphia, our
naphtha powered boats provided rides on the lake and on one occasi on En rico Caruso sang. I
occasionally invited members oftlhe Philadelphia Opera Company to give impromptu concerts on
my front porch and fifty singers under the direction of Dr. H. Lake Gilmour presented Gounod's
Faust at the Wenonah Inn. One visitor while visiting his sister' s home joined a group of local
masqueraders at Halloween. He wore no mask and a resident said to him, "You loo k just like
Groucho Marx." It was Groucho Marx. I was told Groucho Marx t reated all the boys to ice cream at
the Wenonah Drug Store whenever he came to Wenonah.

To provide outdoor sports the Wenonah Field Club was started in 1890 using my athletic park,
which was completely enclosed by a high board fence and included a grandstand that held 300
visitors. I even had space prepared under the grandstand for storing the carriages and bikes of
those who rode to the grounds to witness the athletic events. I had a bicycle track, baseball
diamond, tennis courts and even held horse shows there. You asked if we had any f un along the
way, I thin k you wi ll agree that we certainly did.
Question: We are sitting here on the front porch of a military academy that until just a few years
ago was the Wenonah Inn, a fine country hotel. What happened to the hotel and what caused it to
become a military school?
Stephen Greene: Toward the end of the century the hotel business started experiencing hard
times. Due to the advent of the automobile people were no longer restricted to goi ng only where
the rai lroad took them, they could make use of the " horseless carriage," as the automobile was
fi rst called, to go w herever they pleased. Also the building was old and lacked amenities such as
improved plumbing facilities and electric lighting. The hotel was sold a coup le oftimes but it
seemed no one could make a go of it. The building remained empty. The Constitution newspaper
noted "the Wenonah House is of no advantage to the owner or to the Borough." In 1891, an
attempt at a pub lic sale was a disaster. Only the furniture was sold. I saw what was happening and
understood the reason for it. However, in 1892 the building was advertised for sale for $5,000. At
that pr ice I couldn't resist it. I f igured I would buy it and f ind a use for it later. In hindsight my
purchase of the building at that t i me and eventually turning it into a Military Academy probably
assisted the town in surviving the great depression of the late 1920s and early 1930s.

Following the purchase, I immediately organized a syndicate named the Wenonah Company. It
was composed of myself as president, Thomas W. Synnott, who was t hen the president of the
Whitney Glass Works i n Glassboro, Dr. George W. Baile.y, owner of a coal business, J. Frank Shull,
the owner of a wholesale grocery firm, Charles M. Wilkins, owner of a company that manufactured
electrical supplies, my son Dr. Wi lliam H. Greene, and Isaac C. Stevenson.
We promptly demolished the old original Wenonah House hotel. On the same site we built a new
i------·····-··-·····~-·--~~-·-·~----·~·····~
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hotel to accommodate 150 guests, three times as many as the original hotel. It included a barber
shop, a laundry, a 30-foot by 60-foot amusement hall and an engine-dynamo room to make
electricity. In a separate building there was a ten pin (bowling) alley and a billiard room. It was a
big improvement and immediately attracted new guests along with many of the old visitors. In
May 1894 the hotel opened as the Wenonah Inn and it again resumed its whirl of concerts, hops,
nightly entertainments and daily parade of turnouts. Several trains were put on railroad sidings for
dance.s and other special events for the convenience of the hotel guests.
Other improvements followed such as servants' quarters and an ice house as well as stables for
horses and sheds for carriages. A sewage system was installed for use of the hotel and some
homes in the hotel area. Flagstone walks were installed replacing the wooden walks and there was
even a small golf
course. The hotel
staff was
increased
including a
manager, chief
clerk, n ight clerk,
chef, head
waiter, head
cook, head
engineer, head
porter, master-of--ceremonies,
bell boys and
waiters.
Business was
Wenonah Military Academy
excellent for the
1904-1935
next several
years, but nearing the turn of the century it became noticeable that more guests were arriving by
automobile than by train, and by the early 1900s there were not enough guests to justify keeping
the hotel open, so it closed. The automobile had presented people with a choice of locations for
events and vacations not determined solely by the railroad destinations.
My business skills, although adequate for most purposes, couldn't buck this nationwide trend of
the automobile replacing the horse and the train for moving people. But I got lucky. Major J. R.
Jones, former head of a drill team sponsored by the John Wanamaker Store in Philadelphia, while
riding past our vacant hotel conceived an idea for the use of the building. He immediately met
with me and presented the idea for a military school. Because of my lifelong interest in the
education of young people, I thought it a great idea and started almost immediately on the
conversion.
And that brings us to this day, September 20, 1904, the opening day for the Wenonah Military
Academy.
The people that I have been introducing you to during the course of this interview are the first
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officers of the Wenonah Military Academy. Over there is my son, Dr. William H. Greene, who I am
proud to say is an internationally known scientist. He is. vice-president. Local, Dr. Harry A. Stout, is
treasurer and Major J. R. Jones is the secretary. On the Board of Counsel are local Presbyterian
Rev. Raymond H. Gage and my long-time friend Thomas W. Synnott. That handsome uniformed
gentleman over there is Captain Percy C. Jones, commander of the cadets.
Sheppard: There bei ng no further reason for my presence, I walked down the steps and into the
park where I had parked my time machine and reluctantly dialed in my return to the future. I
hat ed to leave. I i ntend to use the machine again soon to visit Wenonah on the day the Wenonah
House Hotel opened in 1871 and for other important occasions.
End Note by Sheppard:

During its thirty years of existence the Wenonah Military Academy gained renown throughout the
country and had many students from foreign countries. Its student cadets excelled in academics
and sports. Much of its success can be attributed to the educational and moral standards of its
founder Stephen Greene.
In September 1935, Dr. Charles H. Lorence announced that the Wenonah Military Academy would
not reopen {/because of economic reasons." Just as the doors of the Wenonah Inn closed an era, so
did the doors of the Wenonah Military Academy close an era. Wenonah had gained strength from
both institutions. As dogwood trees in the park were mat uring into full grown beautiful trees, so
was the Borough maturing.
After a useful life and career, a considerable amount of which was spent in and around Wenonah,
Stephen Greene died at the age of 77 on May 21, 1908. In his eulogy it was noted {/Stephen
Greene needs no monument of marble to perpetuate his memory, the recollection of his life of
honor and usefulness and of his kind and charitable nature being his most fitting memorial. His lif e
should prove an inspiration to every ambitious you ng man showing, as it does, what can be
accomplished by a clean living boy and man with a high purpose."
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to accommodat e our group and give her
presentation
entit led "Stitched
Through
Ti me: A Legacy of Quilts, Part II" at our
meeting on Friday, March 8th.

Dear Members,
Due to the threatening weather forecast last
month and after consulting with other
members, I felt it was prudent to cancel our
February meeting. Although the actua l
weather on the even ing of the scheduled
meeting was not quite as bad as predicted, I
would rather err on the side of caution and
safety in such matters. I hope everyone
received notice in a timely fashion. Many
thanks to Larry Sm ith and Jennie McQuade
for helping to spread the word at the 11th

As always, I look forward to seeing you this
Friday evening. Please bring a guest along
who might be interested i n this month's
presentation.

2013 W HS DUES ARE DUE
Dues for 2013 are now due and are still a
bargain at $15 per family. Th e dues can be
given to any W HS officer or mailed using the
membership application on the last page of
t his newsletter.

hour.

ODDS A ND ENDS
The
Wenona h
Lions
Club
program
coord inator, Jonathan Fun k (Frank & Cal ie
~ If you would like t o receive an electronic
Magin's son-in-law) asked me if I could
version of the newsletter
address their meeting on
instead of a copy delivered
February 26th and talk about
2011 WHS OFFICERS
by the U.S. Postal Service, let
the
Wenonah
Historical
Charles Horan
President
m e know at smithlr@att.net.
Society.
gave a brief
overview
of the
1982
The newsletter will arrive
Vice President
Paul Lader
form ation
and
mission
sooner, reduce our printing
Secretary
Vicki McCall
statement
of
our
if there
is
costs, and
Treasurer
Carol
Wiltsee
organ ization as well as
som ething i n color, you will
examples
of
recent
be able to see the colors.
Trustee
Betty Macleod
presentations at our monthly
Trustee
Louis McCall
meetings.
Richard
Dilks
~ President Horan and
accompanied me and gave
Meetings are held on the
would greatly appreciate
an abbreviated, but very
interesting, reprise of what
was here just prior to 1871
at
the
incepti on
of
Weno nah.

second Friday of each month
(except June, July and August) at
the Train Station Community
Center.

Patricia A. Wa ltman Hrynenko, the Museum
Collections Coordinator of the Gloucester
County Historical So ciety, has been so kind
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•
•

your ideas, thoughts an d
suggestions on the followi ng:
•

Programs for future
m eetings
Feature stories or enhancements to
the newsletter
Ways to att ract new members
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The following article was provided by Jack C. Sheppard, Sr.
WENONAH MILITARY .ACADEMY
1904-1935
The Academy grounds are large and ample, overlooking a charming park in the foreground. The
building is only a few minutes' walk from the railroad station, telegraph office and churches; it is
three stories high, and has comfortable rooms for 130 students under one roof; it is heated by
steam, lighted by electricity and gas, and furnished with an ample supply of pure water from the
plant of the borough, in addition to which the Academy has a separate and entirely independent
supply from an artesian well 351 f eet in depth. Careful analysis has demonstrated this water to be
of absolute hygienic purity, and this purity is assured for all time, as the water cannot become
contaminated by any organic matter from surface drainage. The entire drainage system, designed
and constructed under the personal supervision of one of the most accomplished and experienced
engineers of the country, is believed to be as nearly perfect as expert skill can make it.
The Academy building is the home of the cadets. In the opinion of those best qualified to judge,
the building is considered one of the best-adapted school edifices in the East. Its unique plan
affords peculiar advantages for a school home for boys.
A description of the building follows. On a central angle of 50 feet, three w ings of 100 feet extend,
with a massive tower rising to 70 feet over the central angle; consequently the building has
abundance of light all day long. The lower floor, or basement, is occupied by the spacious drillroom, containing 2000 square feet, amusement-rooms, boiler-room, lavatories and laundry. On
the main floor are
rooms

for

the

superintendent
and masters. The
general
room

assembly
is

in

the

south wing. In the
central angle are
the

reception-

room, the library
and reading-room.
From this diverge
the

assembly,

class and diningWenonah Milit ary Academy

rooms.

1904 - 1935

The second, and
third floor also, contains 30 sleeping-rooms and lavatories. An 8-foot hallway extends the full
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length of each wing. The sleeping-rooms are warmed by steam, regulated to keep an even
temperature. Danger from fire is at a minimum, for the reason that no stoves or heating apparatus
other than the steam heat are allowed in the building. Two exits for each hallway, one by a short
stairway of only 12 feet, the other by an enclosed stairway, furnish immediate access to the main
entrance. Altogether there is not another building where such extreme caution has been taken in
providing for the general care and safety of the student.
The students' rooms are large, heated by steam and nicely furnished with first-class furniture, the

to room alone, or for
two

cadets.

Eight

bath

and

toilet

rooms are on each
floor, constructed in
the

most

and

modern
improved

manner.
The class-rooms are
provided with every
convenience for the
work of instruction.
They are ample in
size

and

number,

-

Typical Cadet Room

and convenient in arrangement.
The library, 43 by 50 feet in size, is lighted by large windows opening upon the great piazza,
beyond which may be seen the beautiful Academy grounds. The library is always open to the
booklovers among the cadets. Among the periodicals on file are Harper's Magazine, The Century,
Scribner's, The Forum, The Cosmopolitan, McClure's, Munsey's, Review of Reviews, World's Work,
Outing, St. Nicholas, The Youth's Companion, Harper's Weekly, Collier's Weekly, Country Life in
Amerka, The Scientific American, The Critic, The Churchman, The Church Standard, The Evangelist,
The Outlook, The Independent, and many other standard publications.
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WENONAH MILITARY .ACADEMY
1904-1935
The Academy grounds are large and ample, overlooking a charming park in the foreground. The
building is only a few minutes' walk from the railroad station, telegraph office and churches; it is
three stories high, and has comfortable rooms for 130 students under one roof; it is heated by
steam, lighted by electricity and gas, and furnished with an ample supply of pure water from the
plant of the borough, in addition to which the Academy has a separate and entirely independent
supply from an artesian well 351 f eet in depth. Careful analysis has demonstrated this water to be
of absolute hygienic purity, and this purity is assured for all time, as the water cannot become
contaminated by any organic matter from surface drainage. The entire drainage system, designed
and constructed under the personal supervision of one of the most accomplished and experienced
engineers of the country, is believed to be as nearly perfect as expert skill can make it.
The Academy building is the home of the cadets. In the opinion of those best qualified to judge,
the building is considered one of the best-adapted school edifices in the East. Its unique plan
affords peculiar advantages for a school home for boys.
A description of the building follows. On a central angle of 50 feet, three w ings of 100 feet extend,
with a massive tower rising to 70 feet over the central angle; consequently the building has
abundance of light all day long. The lower floor, or basement, is occupied by the spacious drillroom, containing 2000 square feet, amusement-rooms, boiler-room, lavatories and laundry. On
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length of each wing. The sleeping-rooms are warmed by steam, regulated to keep an even
temperature. Danger from fire is at a minimum, for the reason that no stoves or heating apparatus
other than the steam heat are allowed in the building. Two exits for each hallway, one by a short
stairway of only 12 feet, the other by an enclosed stairway, furnish immediate access to the main
entrance. Altogether there is not another building where such extreme caution has been taken in
providing for the general care and safety of the student.
The students' rooms are large, heated by steam and nicely furnished with first-class furniture, the
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and convenient in arrangement.
The library, 43 by 50 feet in size, is lighted by large windows opening upon the great piazza,
beyond which may be seen the beautiful Academy grounds. The library is always open to the
booklovers among the cadets. Among the periodicals on file are Harper's Magazine, The Century,
Scribner's, The Forum, The Cosmopolitan, McClure's, Munsey's, Review of Reviews, World's Work,
Outing, St. Nicholas, The Youth's Companion, Harper's Weekly, Collier's Weekly, Country Life in
Amerka, The Scientific American, The Critic, The Churchman, The Church Standard, The Evangelist,
The Outlook, The Independent, and many other standard publications.
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Boone" exhibit. We look forward to an
informative talk on this topic so vital to t he
growth and history of the Delaware Valley.
As always, I look forward to seeing you this
Friday evening. Please bring a guest along
who might be interested i n this month's
presentation.
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for
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The newsletter will arrive
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costs, and if there is
David M. Boone - Mari ne
Treasurer
Carol W iltsee
something in color, you will
Artist. David grew up in the
Trustee
Betty Macleod
be able to see the colors.
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close to the north branch of
Trustee
Louis McCall
);> President Horan and
Newton
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David
Meetings are held on t he
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developed an interest in
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tugboats and shipping along
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suggestions on the followi ng:
t he Delaware River from an
the Train Station Community
early age. He worked as a
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The following article was provided by Jack C. Sheppard, Sr.
WENONAH MILITARY ACADEMY "TAUGHT BOYS HOW TO LIVE"
by Elm McCormick - Salem County Sunbeam- January 7, 1977
Wenonah Military Academy. To the youngster of this day the name means nothing.
But to those who attended the institution in Gloucester County a few miles south of Woodbury, it's another world.
It still brings to mind days of warm friendships, studies under
strict but pleasant conditions, parties, mi litary balls, and of
course, athletics, and everything else which went with a well
operated educational institution.
Railroad tracks toward the shore still pass the remaining part
of the immense athletic grounds. Here Academy teams strove
against other private school groups and some of the better
high school teams.
The period: in the early fall of 1904 to 1935. To attend
Wenonah Military was the dream of many a youth.
To don the military blue of the Academy,. to march with newly made friends, to play on the athletic .squads or j ust to
be part of what was one of the best military complexes of its time - t hat was something to be desired.
Many a boy reached that stage, where his entry wish was fulfilled .. And he was the better for it. Faculty members were
learned in their subjects. Coaches knew thoroughly they sports they taught.
One of their games was polo. Edgar W. Hlolton, class of 1924, recalled "we were so good that one year we beat the
championship team at West Point Military Academy."
Holton, now retired and an active member of the Woodstown Rotary Club, is president of the alumni association
which meets twice a year.
Herb Pennock, one-time famed pitcher for the Athletics and the New York Yankees,
did his school day hurling at Wenonah. Dozens of others who had their beginning at
the Academy went on to greater recognition in college or with independent athletic
groups. It was at a time, however, when only a small percentage of scholastic
graduates sought higher education.
Holton played with the semi-pro Penns Grove Red Devil footballers. Under an
assumed name, of course; he was still with the Academy team other Salem County
boys were there.
Brought to mind by Holton were the Shuman boys (they were hot in the three main
sports, football, basketball, baseball), and Jim Goslin, brother of the late big league
diamond star, Goose Goslin. There were a number from this county over the years
who were athletically inclined in a fiercely competitive athletic world. Some of
them did not flash to the extent of drawing the headlines.
It wasn't just the athletic life of the Academy community which concerns Holton
now. He's interested in keeping track of the many living grads who make up the alumni rolls.
"Many of our boys were from this area," he said, "New Jersey, Pennsylvania and nearby, and yet we had them from all
over.
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"Florida, California, Maryland, Washington, Connecticut, Idaho and places even outside the country. The students
came from everywhere."
He recalled two Mexicans who were at Wenonah in the 20s. And several boys living in the town of Wenonah found the
private school so to their liking that they transferred from the public classes.
Hap Farley, long-time political leader in Atlantic City, rarely misses one of the alumni gatherings. Several others come
long distances to be with their classmates of 50 and more years ago.
Holton recalled that when their spring meeting was held at the shore last year, Bill Woodburn came from Riverside,
Cal. So that the business of association can be carried on more readily, all officers are from this area.
Bill Graupner is secretary. One of the better athletes at the Academy, he had been just as good at Collingswood High
School. He continued his athletic participation after leaving Wenonah.
MichaelS. Cettei {right away you think of the Salem Community College) was in the '34 class. Roy Bloomingdale, active
in Pitman sports, kept up his playing field participation. So did Nick Caterina at Vineland.
A.W. Chandler is now retired as a rear admiral in the U.S. Navy. Another who ent ered the service Kenneth E. Dilks, '31,
lieutenant colonel, retired, has his home in Thailand.
Athletics continued to be a part of Roy Coble {Woodbury) after he departed the Academy. Retired at the DuPont
Chambers Works, Nicholas V. Delucia, Penns Grove, '35, now lives in Runnemede.
Bill Graupner, Collingswood, in the '28 class, went in for officiating after a brilliant career in sports. A Swedesboro
Higher, Cleveland Sholders, was a grid performer after entering in '34. Another in the field of athletics was Carl
Tripician, '26 of Margate.
All-arounder {any sport you wanted to name) Maurice P. Shuman
{they called him Kid) went to Peddle Institute at Hightstown,
became a coach there and finally head master. He was a Salem
boy. Footballer William B. Vanneman, '17, now living in
Wilmington, recently published his first book.
Some of the earlier meetings of the old grads were devoted to
the possibility of rest oring the Academy to the stature of former
days. But, no buildings remained. The cost of construction was
prohibitive.
Holton recalled how officials would tell of the school's catalogue
being sent far and wide. It included a thought, "We teach boys
how to live." Remembered, too, on the front wall of the study
hall was the i nscription, " He conquers who conquers himself" .
While the Wenonah Military Academy as the oldsters remember
it is no more, there's still a plaque to note the passing of t he once
famous institution. "Lest we Forget", it reads. The dates, "19021935," are followed by "Fond Memories, the Alumni
Association."
In recent years a display of Academy memorabilia was set up in
the Gloucester County Historical Society building in Woodbury. Graduates provided most of the material which they
had treasured for years.
The alumni members have something to look forward to. Holton has sent out word that the annual spring gathering
will be held on May 14. It' ll be at the acciUstomed shore point, the Port-O-Call.
i------·····-··-·····~-·--~~-·-·~----·~·····~
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Wenonah Historical Society

Newsletter
THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Charles Horan
Dear Members,

Next Meeting at 7:30P.M. on
Friday, May 10, 2013

Volume 11, Issue 5, May 2013

" Place Names of the Jersey Shore" is an
authentic, local t itle, written by a life-long
resident of t he area whose family in America
goes back to at least the 1700s {Grandfather
was a conductor on the Shore Fast Line). All
of Atlantic Coun ty is covered I as well asI all of
Cape May County.

This month will be t he last regular monthly
meeting before "Summer Break". We have a
nice pr ogram to be presented by local author
Dr. Ken Lacovara w ill be addressing the
Lee Ireland. It is described below. Also noted
Gloucest er County Nature Club {GCNC) on
is information on our November
Th ursday evening. Members of the Wenonah
2012 presenter, Dr. Ken
Historical Society are invited
Lacovara. He will be in
to attend.
2011 W HS OFFICERS
Weno nah this coming
Thursday evening. As always
Dr. Lacovara's program, "The
President
Charles Horan
I look forward to a g:ood turn
Fossils at lnversand and the
Vice President
Pau l Lader
out Fri day night for an
KT Boundary Mass
Secretary
informative and social
Vicki McCall
Extinction" will be on
evening.
Thursday, May 9th at 7:00
Carol W iltsee
Treasurer
P.M at t he Holy Nativity
Why are t here so many
Bet ty Macleod
Trustee
Lutheran Chu rch at 3 Lenape
places wit h the word "Egg"
Trail, Wenonah. All GCNC
Trustee
Lou is McCall
and "May" in thei r name?
programs are free and open
Isn't it obvious t hat Atlantic
M eetings are held on t he
to the public. The nature
City's !Boardwalk was named
second Friday of each month
cl ub's is also having its annual
for t he boards t hat you walk
(except June, July and August) at
sale at t h e church that
plant
on? What other reason could
the Train Station Community
evening at 6:00 P.M. Anyone
there be? Did the developer
Center.
w ho comes a bit early can
of Vineland and Sea Isle City
check that out too.
really try to create a county named for him?
Where is the " Harbor" in "Egg Harbor City?"
Lee Ireland's latest book, Place Names of the
Jersey Shore-Why Did They Name it That?
answers these questions and reveals that
today' s " Shore Road" in Atlantic County was
built o n an Indian trail and during Colonial
times was named "The King's Highway." In
Cape May County, it w as named t he
"Queen's Highway." These examples provide
just a sm all t aste of the more than 300 place
names described.
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Our an nual WHS Picnic is scheduled for June
14th. Try to keep that evening open. Details
to f ollow.
2013 WHS DUES ARE DUE
Dues for 2013 are now due and are still a
bargain at $15 per family. Th e dues can be
given to any WHS officer or mailed using t he
membership application on the last page of
t his newslett er.
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The following article was researched and written by Jack C. Sheppard, Sr. Source materials were from
Milton H. Webb and Marjorie K. Lentz.

DR. GEORGE WASHINGTON BAILEY
DECEMBER 5, 1840- DECEMBER 10, 1916
Pioneer of Wenonah Elementary School and Sunday Schools Worldwide
by Jack C. Sheppard, Sr.
Following my "time-travel" voyage to Wenonah in 1904 on the
opening day of the Military Academy I was so pleased with my
Stephen Greene interview I decided on another trip. This t ime I
wanted to go all the way back to the earliest days of our town
to meet Dr. Bailey, another of the handful of men who were its
founders, movers and shakers. I had already done some
preliminary research before making my trip back in t ime and
learned the following:
George Washington Bailey, son of William and Lydia (Densten)
Bailey, was born on his father's farm near Clarksboro,
Gloucester County, New Jersey, December 5, 1840. His early
education was in the public schools of Gloucest er County and
the State Normal School in Glassboro. In his ea rly years he
carried a musket in the Civil War serving on the Union side
loyally and faithfully as a sergeant in Company E, Twenty-fourt h
New Jersey Volunteers with distinguished service at
Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville. After the Civil War he
entered the medical school of the University of Pennsylvania
f rom which he graduated in 1868 with the degree of M. D. He
Dr. George W ashington Bailey
then engaged in the general practice of his profession in
Philadelphia. In 1872 his hea lth began to fail under the strenuous labor in which he was engaged, and he
was compelled to abandon his practice. He then for a time engaged in the real estate business in Camden,
New Jersey, and after this in the wholesale coal business in Philadelphia. Finally he entered into the business
of mining and shipping coal. As a resu lt of his business activity he was for many years an infl uentia l member
of the boards of directors of a number of business corporations. He was one of the prominent organizers of
the Camden National Bank and served on the Boards of the Bridgeton and Glassboro National Banks. The
latter brought him into Gloucester County.
I set the t ime machine dial for September, 1871 and the location as the front yard of the Wenonah House
Hotel which was under construction and only partially completed. The intended opening date was to be the
following year on Independence Day July 4, 1872. I went there to interview Dr. George Washington Bailey
whose accomplishments in the ea rly days of Wenonah, especially its scholastic and religious activities are
legendary.
I opened the time mach ine door and found myself in front of the hotel, surrounded by construction
materials and workmen hu rrying to take advantage of good construction weather. The partly constructed
hotel appeared to be less than half the size of the Military Academy building that it later became. I looked
beyond the park limits to see what the town looked like and :ali i could see were a few houses in the process
of being constructed and a railroad station a short distance f rom the park. Everywhere else was just farm
fields and a few isolated farm houses. Horses and wagons passed by on Man tua Ave., a dirt road.
i------·····-··-·····~-·--~~-·-·~----·~·····~

- - - ··-- ·---- ·--- ·-"" """"'""" """"''""''''""""""""""""'

·· · · ·····-·····-···•·•·· •·•· · · · · - · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·· · · · · · · · · · · · · ·- ··- · ·- --·-·--1

' ' ' ' ' " "'"""""""""'"' "' "'" " "'"'~' "' ' "' ' " "'" " ' ' "'' ' '""'""""""'" ' ' ' ' ' '"""""""""""""'' '"" """""""""""""- """"""'"""'_________j

The park in front of the hotel was just raw earth and was split in two with a street (to be Park Avenue)
running through it to Clinton Avenue (also under construction). I asked one of the workmen where I could
find Dr. Bailey and he pointed toward a very dignified, bearded gentleman standing nearby, observing the
construction . He looked to be in his early thirties. In response to my request to speak privately w it h him he
nodded agreement, led me to a pair of rocking chairs away from the construction and t hat is where the
interview took place.
I introdu ced myself and said to him "Please don't ask me to explain how I know, but I already know you are
a native of Gloucester County born on your father's farm near Clarksboro. ll<now of your early education
and that you served honorably in the Civi l War. I know you are a medical doctor but that you left that
profession and are now in the business of coa l mining and shipping with an office in Philadelphia. But what I
want to learn more about is why you are here, in a tiny town to be, surrounded by sweet potato fields, and
with an uncertain future. What do you have in mind?

Dr. Bailey: For some time now I have had a business relationship with Sam Whitney, who owns and operates
the Wh itney Glass Works in Glassboro. He told me of his relationship with the West Jersey !Railroad Co.
which he makes use of to improve the delivery of his glass products to the Camden and Philadelphia
markets. It was Sam w ho told me the r ailroad company was starting a town called Wenonah to stimulate
passenger travel along its new rail line and asked if I would be interested in i nvesting in it.
During my life thus far I have been extremely interested in education, especially religious education. I
believe a good education is going to be necessary for success in our fast-growing young country. I also
believe strongly in the teaching of religion for moral development of American youth and this can best be
achieved in Sunday schools. What bett er opportunity could I ever have to start one of each kind of school
that hopefully wi ll grow as the town grows. I am so enthused about the prospect I am investing in Wenona h
by buying land and buildi ng a home here. If you look over your shoulder the house being constructed on the
corner (southeast corner of S. Clinton and E. Mantua Aves) is mine. Although I have a home and an office in
Philadelphia I intend to commute f requently by train to and from Philadelphia and live full-time in Wenonah
during the summer months.
I am already heavily involved in Sunday school related activity as president of the New Jersey State Sunday
School Association and chairman of it s executive committee. I also serve as treasurer of the International
Sunday School Association, and member of the executive committee of the World's Sunday School
Association.

Question: Do you mind my asking what is your religious faith?
Dr. Bailey: Not at all. I am a Presbyterian by birth and by choice and have for several years been a member
of the board of trustees of the general assembly of that denomination as well as vice-president of the
general assembly's board of education. I'm a member of the board of trustees of the Presbyterian Hospita l
and vice-chairman of the West Jersey Orphanage for Destitut e Colored Children. I am also conferring with
two oth er Wenonah founders, Thomas Synnott and Andrew Carey, about starting a Presbyterian church
here in Wenonah. To get started we plan on bringing Glassboro's Presbyterian Pastor up the tracks on a
"hand-car" and holding services in the trai n station. We even have plans for a Presbyterian Chapel to be
built up Clinton Avenue near Andy Carey' s house. This is all very exciting for me.

Question: You make it sound as if Wenonah is going to be a great family town. Any prospects for marriage
and family in your future?

Dr. Bailey: Yet another reason for my building a residence here in W enonah. My marriage date is already set
for December 8, of next year 1872. My intended is Rebecca (Hyder) Hurff, daughter of Thomas W. Hurff of
Hurffville, Gloucester County. Mr. Hurff is a farmer who at one time served in the house of t he New Jersey
legislature.
i------·····-··-·····~-·--~~-·-·~----·~·····~
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Question: Is it just you, Stephen Greene, and the other fellow you mentioned, Andrew Carey that are
leading the development of this new town?

Dr. Bailey: No, there are a few others. In fact we have organ ized a company, the Mantua Land and
Improvement Company to further ou r obj ectives and sel l building lots. We incorporated it by an Act of the
New Jersey Legislat ure in February of t his year. In addition to Steve Greene and Andy Carey there are
Thomas Yorke and Gen. Wil liam Sewel l who are the President and Vice-President of the West Jersey
Railroad Company, Horatio Mulford, John Starr, Edward Warne, Samuel Hopkins and Thomas Carr.
The two homes under construction over there, and
there (pointing to two other const ruction sites a
short distance away) are for Tom W . Synnott from
Glassboro, a nephew of Sam Whitney, also of
Whitney Glass Co., and Andy. Carey, general manager
of a dental manufacturing f irm in Philadelphia. I
wasn't aware of t he town creation project in
February nor was Andy Carey so we are not directors
of t he Land Company. W e are however maybe even
more enthused about the prospects for Wenonah
than the Directors themselves. That is why Andy and I
intend to be the first W enonah residents.

Question: Dr. Bailey, I am sorry to say I have to leave
now. But your information about the role you have
played in the creation of Wenonah and the people
Dr. George W. Bailey Residence- 1 South Clinton Avenue
involved in it so far has been interesting and helpful
circa 1872
to me. May I return at a later date and talk w ith you
to learn more about the status of the town and your part in its development?

Dr. Bailey; You cert ainly may and let me say it has been a pleasure talking to you about what we hope w ill
happen on this very small part of a large and great country. Come back any time.
Editor Comment: Of course I know about the growth of the t own in the years following my interview with
Dr. Bailey, mostly based on historical i nformation compiled by local historians Milton Webb and Ma rjorie
Lentz and a few other research resources. But I wanted to know more f rom him about some of the more
important details.
So I returned to the Time Machine and dia led in a new date, 1910, the year where in Washingt on D.C. Dr.
Bailey was elected president of the World Sunday School Association. Truly the lifetime achievement he had
sought .and worked so hard for.
This time instead of meeting him at the hotel, now in its sixth year as the Wenonah Military Academy, I
simply walked across t he park to his house on Mantua Avenue across from the Wenonah Free Public Library.
I found him sitting on his porch. He seemed startled to see me and said 11Why you don't seem t o have aged a
day since I last saw you 39-years ago. Please sit down and we can resume our conversat ion about the early
days of Wenonah".

Question: When last we spoke you had retired from your career as a physician and appeared to be doing
very well in the coal business. Are you still in that business?

Dr. Bailey: No I am not. In fact I did so well in business it enabled me to retire early and devote full-time to
my Sunday School work. My Sunday School activity began here in Wenonah where on September 15, 1872
at my request citizens of Wenonah and guests of the Wenonah House met in Dr. Garrison's off ice to create a
i------·····-··-·····~-·--~~-·-·~----·~·····~
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Sunday School. Twenty adults and twenty-one children arrived the first day. At the meeting I was elected
superintendent, Andrew W. Ca rey became secretary-treasurer and Thomas W . Synnott was made librarian.
I immediately sought out scholars and arranged for classes to be held. I roun ded up everyone in town who
had any capacity to act as teachers. We held classes in my house but soon had to move to the train station
where there was more room . Preaching was held at irregular intervals, sometimes in the afternoon
following Sunday School. Curiously, alt hough I and the Presbyterians organized the Sunday School, the first
sermon preached in Wenonah was by WilliamS. Cattell, a Methodist. However as a community we were ot
one mind, no friction, each willing to work, no one seeking preferment. We were indeed a happy family."
Question: W ith all your obvious talents for teaching religion and general education were you also in charge
of musi,cal education?
Dr. Bailey: I could have probably taken care of that too but we were blessed by having several individuals
with greater talent in t h at regard than mine.

The singing for the Sunday vespers services was often led by Dr. Henry L. Gilmour of Wenonah, a song leader
who was in such demand t hat he led conventions and camp meetings as far away as Chicago, and by
Methodist Church Rev.. Henry J. Zelley also a popular song leader. They were so capable and enthusiastic it
was rumored the singing in Wenonah park was so spirited it could be heard as far away as Mantua. While in
Wenonah t he two of them wrote literally hundreds of gospel songs and edit,ed innumerable gospel song
books. Among their works which gained nationwide recognition were the gospel songs, "Heavenly Sunlight"
and "I've Anchored My Soul to the Haven of Rest." All of this out of little Wenonah. It was just amazing.
Question: You obviously had t he religious education well in hand. What about primary general educat ion for

the youth of Wenonah?
Dr. Bailey: With regard to general education, children of som e of the new residents in Wenonah attended
boarding schools in Philadelphia while other children walked to the Mantua School even though it was not in
Deptford Township. However in 1875 the parents hired Charles Buckman to drive our school-aged children
to the one-room Monongahela School where my sister Sallie Bailey was the teacher. This school was three

miles east of Wenonah down a lane t hat passed the former Benjamin Clark b rick farm house.
However Wenonah was growing quickly so in 1876 I proposed a school for Wenonah. I sent a letter to
William Milligan, Gloucester County Superintendent of Public Instruction, outli ning a plan . I said we are
holding classes in a private dwelling. On October 31st we expect to occupy a part of the Wenonah House
hotel. Please send us books and blanks which as I understand the matter are furnished by t he state. We then
began holding classes in Joseph Noblitt's building on North Clinton Avenue commonly called Noblitt's Hall,
and in the winter classes met in the dining room of the hotel. I remember our school budget for the first
year was $605 which included my sist er Sallie Bailey's annual salary of $360.
Two years later in 1878 we built the two-storied school on the edge of the town plot just behind t he
Presbyterian Chapel where it is now. By the end of the first year 55 of our children were registered . The one
complaint of the new school is recorded when a neighbor declared the school bell a real nuisance and
pleaded it be torn down.

***Jack Sheppard's interview of Dr. George Washington Bailey will continued in the next newsletter.
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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Charles Horan

2013 WHS DUES ARE DUE
Dues for 2013 are now due and are still a
bargain at $15 per family. The dues can be
given to any WHS officer or mailed using the

Dear Members,
Memorial Day Greetings- let us
remember those who have and
continue to serve t his great
nation.

membershi p application
2011 WHS OFFICERS
President

Charles Horan

At an executive meeting held
Vice President
Paul Lader
on Wednesday, May 22nd, one
Secretary
Vicki McCall
topic o n the agenda was the
2013 W HS picnic scheduled for
Treasurer
Carol Wi ltsee
Friday June 14th. Due to
Trustee
Betty Macleod
mitigating circumstances and
Trustee
Louis McCall
logistics, we have decided to
forego t he picnic for this year.
Meetings are held on t he
Next yea r it wi ll be held on the
second Friday of each month
second Friday of May. Other
(except June, July and August) at
issues of importance to ou r fine
t he Train Station Community
organ ization were discussed.
Center.
They will be detailed and
presented at the October regular meeting.

on the last page of th is
newsletter ..

•••••••••••••••••••••••
The following article was
researched and written by
Jack C. Sheppard, Sr.
Source materials were
from Milton H. Webb and
Marjorie K. Lentz. Jack's
research suggests that Dr.
George Washington Bailey
was the founder of
Wenonah's school system.

This part of the article
concludes Jack's return by
time machine to interview
of Dr. Bailey. (The first part
of the interview appeared in the May
newsletter.)

I hope you will agree that despite the
weather related cancellation of the February
meeting, it has been another
int eresting year for t he Wenonah Historical
Society. The executive committee has some
proposed changes planned that w i ll hopefully
enhance the vita lity of t he W HS going
forward.

DR. GEORGE WASHINGTON BAILEY
December 5, 1840- December 10, 1916
Pioneer of Wenonah Elementary School
and Sunday Schools Wo rldwide
by Jack C. Sheppard, Sr.

Question: When I interviewed you in 1871
you told me you were to marry Rebecca Hurff
the following year. How did that work out? Is
she still your wife?

Please have a safe and enjoyable summer.
Mark your calendars for our "Meet and
Greet" to be held on September 13th. Details
to follow.

Dr. Bailey: No I am sorry to say, and may God

rest her sou l, my Rebecca died in 1888.
Although we had 16 great yea rs together we
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were not fortunate to have any children . After a few years I m arried again, a Wenonah girl, Annie McGill.
She is the daughter of GeorgeS. McGill of Wenonah who is a molasses merchant in Philadelphia. We have
two lovely daughters, Grace and Anna who were born here i n Wenonah.
Question: Obviously Wenonah was growing rapidly in the care and control of you "volunteers". When did
you decide a more formal organization was necessary to run the town?
Dr. Bailey: When by the early 1880' s Wenonah had grown to f ifty "cottages" and a population of three
hundred we polled the residents and thley agreed it was time for us to establish our town as a separate
entity from Deptford Township. We put it to a vote and on March 8, 1883 our residents chose to be
incorporated as a Borough Commission. Those elected to office were me as President, Isaac C. Stevenson,
treasurer, Thomas W. Synnott, Andrew W. Carey, M . H. Perry, J. Frank Shull and Cunningham B. Johnst on.
The "Commissi on" structure enabled us to act independently
from Deptford Township in many ways. However we were still
part of the Township and paying taxes to them. In 1896 we
again polled Wenonah's residents asking for permission to
adopt a newly created form of government in New Jersey, the
Borough form. The residents approved the change. This new
arrangement fully separated us from Deptford, created a
Mayor and Council and provi ded authority to use all of the
ensuing property taxes for Wenonah purposes only.
Question; I know you are a busy man and this interview is
taking a lot of your valuable t ime so I w ill make my remaining
questions as brief as I can. Will you summarize for me the
other important activit ies you either initiated or participated
in?

Dr. Grorae Washi n a:ton Bailey

Dr. Bailey: Yes indeed, and I shou ld say I and all of the other
original activists that started Wenonah continued almost as a
team in provid ing the facilit ies and functions necessary for a
successfu I community.

In addition to the changes i n the form of government resulting in our separation from Deptford we also
found the t ime to create t he school system, the Presbyterian and Methodists churches, the rebuilt
Wenonah In n that became the Military Academy the Wenonah Water Works and others of small but useful
and necessary function. Both the Wenonah Inn and the Military Academy aided in creating an attraction in
Wenonah that resulted in additional growth, support for Wenonah's business, and a reputation for
excellence that extended far beyond our corporate boundaries. During my national and worldwide travels I
frequently meet people who have heard of our town and hold it in high regard.
Question: You mention your worldwide travels and I assume you mean those connected with your Sunday
School activity. Can you tell me more about how you went from a Sunday School in Wenonah to heading up
similar activity worldwide?
Dr. Bailey: I ' II be glad to. Following the creation of Wenonah's Sunday School I began spreading the message
of the benefits of such schools throughout the region and the state. These activities resulted in my being
elected to the state "Sunday School Association" becoming its president, a position I held for twenty-seven
years. Then while in that p osition I was elected to an international Sunday School committee to represent
New Jersey. The following year I was put in charge of the finances of the entire American Sunday School
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Association. And most recently, in 1910 I was entrusted the arrangements for the great World Sunday
School Convention at Washington, D. C. And finally, later in 1910 I was elected president of the World's
Sunday school Association. In that position I attended and presided over an international convention in
Zurich, Switzerland in 1912. Didn't take long to describe those activities but they were important and they
started right here in our beloved Wenonah.
Question: Dr. Bailey, you have apparently decided to dedicate the rest of your life to creating Sunday
Schools, not only here in Wenonah and America, but around the world as well. Can you tell me why Sunday
Schools are so important to you that they have become your life's goal?
Dr. Bailey: I certainly can and I'm glad you asked. As the worldwide population expands it is vitally
important to provide our youth with a knowledge base that includes moral teachings. How else are they to
learn about good and evi l, right and wrong, moral versus immoral activities and the like. Since Sunday
Schools are attached to our churches we can provide the biblicai"Ten Commandments" and other similar
Bible-based teachings. And for those choosing to go through life without benefit of religious teachings we
can repackage the Commandments as " Ten Good Ideas" and teach t hem in our elementary schools. I
consider it mandatory that citizens here and worldwide be taught how to live in peace and harmony with

one another so we need to establish basic rules on how to accomplish this. Sunday Schools are an excellent
means of getting these messages across to current and future populations.
By Questioner: Thank you Dr. Bailey. The way you describe it I can readily understand your prodigious drive
and ambition. I wish you all success for the future.

I have to leave now but before going I want to tell you how much I enjoyed this visit with you and learning
more about your life's work, aims and ambitions. As I mentioned to you earlier, I can't tell you how I know,
but you can be assured your activities will have a positive impact on future generations and that this town
wi ll be a success. Thank you for giving us Wenonah.
Author's Comments: Whi le researching the lives of Wenonah's founders I learned much about them and
what it was like to function at their level in our society in the period 1870 through the early 1930's. I was
impressed. These people were self-made, intelligent; religious, and very much involved in their community,
state and nation. They worked hard, created substantial wealth, and were very generous with contributions
to those less fortunate. It was a time that I wish would return but I doubt ever will. It was a unique era in the
history of our country.

Dr. George Washington B·ailey died December 10, 1916 and is buried at the Eglington Cemetery. In a eulogy
it was said of him "Generous to a fault, kind hearted and true, with a personality that won the respect and
admi ration of rich and poor alike, he filled a big place in the social and religious uplift movement of his
generation. He was one of God's noblemen."
A monument commemorating his work with the World's Sunday School Association, which preceded the
World Council of Churches, has been erected at an entrance to the Cemetery.
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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Charles Horan

HELP WANTED
There is need for one or more persons to
assume responsibility for the future of the
Wenonah Museum (located on the second

Dear Members,
Greetings fellow members of
the Wenonah Historical
Society. After a long hiatus, I
am preparing and looking
forward to a new and different
2013-14 season of interesting
historical presentations and
social affairs. I hope everyone
survived and enjoyed the wet
and wild summer and the firing
of Phillies skipper Charlie
Manuel !

floor of the Community
Center). Such person(s)

2011 W HS OFFICERS
President
Vice President

Charles Horan
Paul Lader

Secretary

Vicki McCall

Treasurer

Carol W iltsee

Trustee

Betty Macleod

Trustee

Louis McCall

need not be professionals
of any sort, nor computer
geeks, nor highly trained
museum experts. All that is
necessary is an interest in
preserving the history of
one of the best small
towns in the County, bar
none. One or more
Wenonahians willing to
take on the challenge can
meet with Julie Ream and
Jack Sheppard to discuss
the current status of the

Meetings are held on t he
Of course it would not be the
second Friday of each month
second Friday of September if
(except June, July and August) at
we were not attend ing our
the Train Station Community
annuai"Meet and Greet End of
L...-_ _ _ _ _
c_e_n_te_r_._ _ _ _ _.J
Summer Throwdown." This
museum and t o consider
year's kickoff w ill be held at t he Community
needs to fina lize t he facility and render its
Center I Train Station. Please make plans to
contents available to Wenonah residents.
att end and bring a friend on Friday,
This is an opportunity to participate in a
September 13th at 6:00P.M. This is not a bad
venture that wi ll greatly benefit Wenonah
luck date but a Good Luck soiree where we
residents, especially our child ren, for a
see each other again after a long break and
lifetime and more. Let's get together and talk
share .stories of t he summer.
about it.
I ask that attendees bring appetizers and
Jack Sheppard Sr.
desserts based on the f irst letter of your last
name.

ANOTHER POSSIBILITY

•
•

A th rough M 1 please bring an appetizer.
N through Z, please bring a dessert.

Beverages will be provided.
I look forward to a good turn out and a good
time.

- - -..

- - ·········-"" ""'""""'"""'""'''''"''''''''''''""""""""

___

.............-..............................................................

If someone would like to take over the
newsletter, I would be able and willing to
take over the museum venture.
Larry Smith

-

___ _________,

.......................................................... ........................

. . . . . . . . . .... . . .... . . . . . . . . . ~. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-.... . . . . . . . .
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The following article was researched and written by Jack C. Sheppard, Sr. Information for the article
was provided by Marjorie K. Lentz.
DR. HENRY LAKE GILMOUR, SR.
(1 836-1920)
by Jack C. Sheppard, Sr.
Henry Lake Gilmour was born in Londerry, Ireland on January 19, 1836. His father was a tanner in
Ireland and was a very strict discipl inarian.
At 16, Henry, according to the traditions of his community went to sea to learn the skills of
navigation. He sailed on a vessel and found himself in port in Philadelphia and was very impressed,
although he was offered a position as navigator by the captain of the ship, he decided to remain irn
America. He settled in Cape May, NJ and began a career as a house painter. It was in Cape May he
met M iss Letitia Pauline Howard and they were married in 1858.
Very soon after the beginning of the Civil War, Henry left his wife and, then, two year old son to
enlist in the First New Jersey Cavalry. He served a total of 4 four and a half years in the Union Army
and held the rank of Major at the time of the Confederate surrender. His memories of his service
were permanently etched in his mind. He had been captured by
Confederate forces .and held as a prisoner-of-war in the "Libbey
Prison," a converted furniture factory, just outside of
Richmond, VA. He was released in a prisoner exchange after
being held for three months. During his imprisonment he
developed an interest in dentistry and took care of his fellow
prisoners teeth. Upon his release and discharge from the Army
he enrolled in classes at the Philadelphia College of Dentistry.
He opened an office in Cape May and later in Philadelphia. On
the train commute between offices he began to notice and
became impressed with the beautiful little community of
Wenonah, NJ. Dr. Gi lmour moved his family to Wenonah in
1869 into a house on Mantua Ave., the main street in
Wenonah.
While living in Cape May, Dr. and Mrs. Gilmour were very active

'--- - - - - - - - - - ---'I members of the Cape May Methodist Church, but when they
Dr. Henry Lake Gilmour, Sr.

arrived in Wenonah there was no Methodist church so they began attending Memorial
Presbyterian Church where he took an active leadership role. Dr. Gilmour became chorus director
for the Pitman Camp Meeting Association, a position he· held for more than 40 years, and worked
at camp meetings and revivals in Mountain Lake Park, Maryland and Ridgeview Park, Pennsylvania.
In 1885, Dr. Gilmour headed-up, along with an ardent group of Methodists, the formation of the
Wenonah Methodist Episcopa l Church. Not only did they organize the society, but they built the
Church building, which is still in use today as the Wenonah United Methodist Church. Dr. Gilmour
served as a trustee, steward, Sunday School superintendent, class leader and chorister at his little
Wenonah church and in spite of very attractive offers f rom several large city churches in
Philadel phia, Dr. Gilmour remained faithful to his beloved Wenonah Church.

______,__________,. . . . .. . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... ........ . . . . . . ..... . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .- . . . . . . . . . . . .

'---- - --·· -· - · · · · """""""""""""""""""" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ...... . . . . . . . .. . . .....~. . .

-- -- -- -1
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Dr. Gilmour was a man of rugged frrame and a strikingly strong bearing. On Monday, May 17, 1920,
he was taken ill with uremic poisoning and did not realize or admit that it was any more than a
minor ailment. He went home to be with the Lord on Thursday, May 20, 1920. His funeral service
was held at the home of his son, Dr . H. Lake Gilmour on May 24, 1920. Brief addresses were made
by Rev. R. H. Gage of the Memorial Presbyterian Church and Rev. F. B. Morley, pastor of the
Wenonah Methodist Church. Dr. Gilmour was interred in t he Wenonah Cemetery. At the time of
his death Dr. Gilmour was survived by his wife, two sons; L. D. H. Gilmour, of Newark, NJ, and Dr. H.
Lake Gilmour Jr. of Wenonah, and a daughter, Mrs. Mary P. Hatch, of Delair, NJ.
A memorial service was held
at the Wenonah Methodist
Episcopal Church on Sunday,
June 6, 1920 at 4:00P.M. Dr.
Gilmour's hymns were sung
and there remarks by Prof.
William J. Kirkpatrick and Rev.
DeWitt C. Cobb. An
appreciation of Dr. Gilmour
was read by Dr. H. J. Zelly and
resolutions adopted by the
Official Board of the local
church were read by Dr. David
Schoch. C. Austin Miles of
Pitman was also in attendance and spoke about his long time friendship with Dr. Gilmour.
Throughout his life, Dr. Gilmour never lost his love of th·e sea and many of his hymns echoed that
love. His constant memory of his time spent as a prisoner-of-war is also seen in his writings.
Some of his hymns are:
•

He Brought Me Out

•

Jesus, I Go Through With Thee

•

Like A Mighty Sea

•

Saved From The Wreck

•

Watchman, Blow the Gospel Trumpet When Israel Out Of Bondage Came

Note: Son Dr. H. Lake Gilmour Jr. served as mayor of Wenonah for 14 years from 1931 through
1944. He was succeeded as mayor by William I. Conway, grandfather of WHS member Barbara
Conwav Horan, who served from 1945 through 1959.

- - - -·-..·····-----......................- ...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................- ..................- - -·-·-·
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fund at his church, which awards scholarships
to worthy church members interested in
pursuing a post-secondary education.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Charles Horan

In his spare time, Robert is an avid bicycler,
having ridden 8, 500 miles last year and 5,600
m iles thus far in 2013.

Dear Members,
I hope everyone enjoyed our annual "Meet
and Greet End of Sum mer Throwdown."
Jennie McQuaide's family recipe for Zucchini
Cornbread Casserole is included in this
newsletter. I know it was a favorite at the
gathering. Thank you for sharing it with us,
Jennie.

I look forward to seei ng you t his Friday at the
Train Station Community Center!

ZUCCHINI CORNBREAD
CASSEROLE
from Jennie McQuaide

Robert Catando wi ll be the speaker at our
meeting on October 11th. He w ill provide a
brief history of battleships and then talk
specifically about the Battleship New Jersey,
conclu ding with a vi rtual tour of the ship and
" all of its parts."

3 c. grated zucchini {about 1 pound)
1 me d. onion, diced
2 eggs, beaten
2 c. Pepperidge Farm Corn Bread Stuffing
1 st ick melted butter/margarin e
Grated Locatelli cheese

Robert earned a bachelor's degree from
Mix first five ingredients together.
Juniata College {History and Political Science)
Place in 1 X quart greased casserole. {I use
and a master's degree from Temple
Pam® olive oil cooking spray.) Top w ith
Univer sity (Secondary Education and
grated cheese.
Administration). His 38-year career in
Bake at 350° for 45 minutes- until golden
education i ncluded posit ions in Paulsboro, as
brown on top. If necessary, raise
High School Principal {1974-1983) and
temperature to 375° for last
Elementary Principal {1984- ~-----------------------.
2011 WHS OFFICERS
10 to 15 minutes to achieve
1989), and in Alloway
nice color.
President
Charles Horan
Township as Superintendant
Notes:
of Schools {1989-200 1).
Vice President
Paul Lader
For a double recipe, I use a 9"
Si nce reti ring in 2001, Robert
Secretary
Vicki McCall
x
13" pan.
has worked on Battleship
Treasurer
Carol Wiltsee I've reduced the butter to 6
New Jersey- both in
restor ation and as a tour
Trust ee
Bet t y MacLeod tbsp. with good results and
fewer calories.
guide. Robert serves on the
Trustee
Louis McCall Sometimes I add a grated
speaker's bureau for the
carrot for color.
Battleship and works on the
Meetings are held on the
Cruiser Olympia i n Penns
second Friday of each month
Be sure to use a good quality
Landing. Robert also works
(except June, July and August)
cheese for best flavor. Kraft
with homeless veterans and
at the Train Station Community
j ust doesn't measure up.
is chai rman of a scholarship
Center.
..- ...- -.... ...........- ................................-................................-..............................................................................................
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The following article was furnished by Jack C. Sheppard/ Sr.

WENONAH 96 YEARS AGO - NOVEMBER 1917
The Bidd le Men's Bible Class of the M.E. Church meets at 8:00PM in the church . There was a debate
by six men on "Resolved, that Palestine should be given over to the Jews to govern by themselves."
There will be a delightful lecture by Miss Mortie Stokes on "The beauties of Yellowstone Park" on
Friday in the M.E. Church. Beautiful stereopticon pictures will be shown and as Miss Stokes has
recently viewed this wonderful place, her talk on the subject w ill be worth hearing.
Offer of Mr. Geo. E. Fredrick to Automobile Owners. Starting November 26th and continuing the
balance of 1917, all profits on gasoline will be turned over to t he Wenonah Branch of the American
Red Cross. Mr. Fredrick's new gasoline tank holding 500 gallons is now in operation, ready to serve you
promptly.
A letter (to council) was received from the Home and School League, addressed to the Superintendent
of the West Jersey and Seashore Railroad Company requesting that a foot bridge be placed over the
railroad tracks at Elm Street and West Jersey Avenue, and the members requested that council
approve of the letter and that they adopt a suitable resolution to that effect. While the council heartily
agreed with the sentiments expressed in the letter, it was decided to have the borough engineer
prepare plans and specifications for such a structure and to secure estimates of the probable cost so
that tne matter could be more intelligently taken up w ith the railroad officials. (It was finally erected in
1924).
The Fire Company was authorized to burn off vacant lots where it was deemed necessary for the
prevention of fires. (This was a practice for many years.)
Tne Superintendent of the Water Works reported having experienced serious difficulty in obtaining
sufficient coal to keep the water plant in operation, but that he had fina lly succeeded in getting in
touch with a party in Pittsburgh who was able to fill the borough's requirements in this line, and that
one car of the coal had arrived just about as the available supply in the bins had been almost
exhausted.
The Park Committee (of council) reported that the park was in good condition and that the tulip bulbs
had already been placed in the circular bed . (This was the original purpose of putting the concrete
circle in the middle ofthe park)
Sealed proposa ls for a new motor driven fire apparatus: "The equipment should be first class in every
detail and painted and lettered with the words "Wenonah Fire Company" all complete in good
workmanlike manner. It must contain at least a complete chemical equipment and a body to carry at
least 500 feet of water fire hose and also the usual accessories accompanying a fire apparatus above
described. The chemical equipment must consist of two 35 gallon copper chemical tanks of standard
thickness with necessary attachments together with 300 feet of chemical hose and basket or reel to
carry same. The truck o r chassis must be of at least 11/2 tons capacity and be of standard make. (The
result was the purchase of a Ford Modei"C" Auto Fire Truck, t he first motorized apparatus in
Wenonah.)
The Needlework Guild held an interesting exhibit of over 400 garments and bed linen donated by
members in the recreation room of the M.E.Church. These 400 items have been sent to the Deaconess
Home in Camden, The Children's Home in Trenton and the Seamen's Mission for Wrecked Sailors.
Sergeant M. Patton of Wenonah is not a deserter. He enlisted in the Quartermaster Department of the
; - - - - - - - - - - - -··········-
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Federal Government in May 1917 and is still with his company.
The regular midmonth meeting of the Women's Christian Temperance Union was held yesterday the
home of Mrs. Ella Sargent, superintendent of Scientific Temperance Instruction, and a pleasant time
was spent in the discussion of that subject. Mrs. Sargent conducted a "Quiz". Mrs. Poff read a paper
and Mrs. Sarah Johnson read a portion of the State report on the subject. (Undoubtedly, the women
had a bal l.)
Mr. Conover's theme on Sunday in the union service in the Presbyterian Church will be "Putting
Wenonah on the Map."
Offer of Mr. Wa lter Wentzell; On Saturday the entire profits of the ice cream, oyster and sandwich
business will be turned over to the War Fund of theY. M.C.A. Mr. Wentzell made this offer without any
solicitation and in addition to his personal cash contribution. Our citizens shou ld remember his
generosity and give him due patronage.
AT IT AGAIN; Chicken thieving has become quite popular again in the vicinity of Wenonah and Sewell
and some arrests wi ll probably be made if the practice is continued, as it is said the authorities can
place their hands on the gui lty parties at short notice. About SO were gently lifted from their roosts of
Howard Hurff's hennery and 65 from a place near Wenonah. Six or seven places were visited last week
and good hauls made. Chickens are not all that are being ,confiscated either, as a barrel of potatoes and
a barrel of apples were taken from John Weimer's place near Tyler's Mil l.
On an emergency ca ll the Wenonah branch of the Red Cross sent to Woodbury headquarters: 2 dozen
triangular bandages, 11/2 T bandages, 2 dozen many tailed bandages, 250 four tailed bandages, 36
muslin rolled bandages, 180 gauze compresses and 168 oakum pads.
Former President William Howard Taft will speak in the Court House (Woodbury) on Friday afternoon
in support of the $35,000 Y.M.C.A. campaign for work among the soldiers. Judge Starr w ill preside and
Hon. J.Boyd Avis will also speak. Mr. Charles A. Whitall, who recently visited the battlefields of Europe
w ill also tell of his experiences. All men and women of Gloucester County are invited to attend.
The Wenonah Mi litary Academy has 100 fine young men enrolled this season.
The yearly community supper will be held in the M .E. Church dining room on Thursday evening.
A call has been sent out by the N.J.S.F. of Women's Clubs for musical instruments, sheet music, and
Victrola records to be sent to the boys at Camp Dix. Music inspires the soldier, cheers the homesick
and is a tremendous power for good in the camps.
The Camp Fire Girls held a masquerade party at the home of their guardian, Mrs. William Potter on
Tuesday evening. A merry time was passed by the girls with all the games in keeping with the
Halloween t ime.
WENONAH GARAGE; Allen Dealer
Store your car in a warm garage this winter, cheaper than non-freezing f luid. Two old cars $100 each
for sale
The United Church's' two week campaign closed Sunday evening with a large attendance in the
Presbyterian Church. Rev. E.M. Conover preached one of his real gospel sermons, leaving no loophole
for t he sinner to escape, so pla in he made the two roads; the narrow one leading up to life and the
broad one leading to destruction. {He also built a house on the Northeast corner of South Mar ion Ave.
and East W illow Street- the John Schad home)

Woodbury Daily Times November 1917 mhw
; - - - - - - - - - - - -··········-
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Newsletter
THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Charles Horan
Dear Members,
I hope those in attendance last month
enjoyed the Battleship New Jersey
presentation by Bob Catando. Bob is a retired
teacher/administrator and has direct ties to
Gateway High School. He recognized a few
members as fellow educators at the
beginning of his excellent presentation.

Volume 11, Issue 9, November 2013

CHRISTMAS DINNER
Our WHS Christmas Dinner is scheduled for
5:00PM on December 13. It wil l be catered
by the Telford Inn.
However, we must have enough members
(and guests) attend to make it worthwhile for
the Telford. So far the response has been
poor. If we do not have more commit, we will
have to cancel.
If you are interested in attending, please get
your payment ($22/person) to Jean Cowles
no later then this Wednesday (November
§1Jean's address is 304 N. Stockton Ave. Her
phone number is 856-468-6031. Please make
your check payable to "Wenonah Historical
Society".

With Veterans Day close at hand, we are
continuing this Friday with another militaryrelated topic as well as having an educator as
our presenter. Lt. Col. Beth Ann Lumpkin
(USAF retired) is currently the Aerospace
Science Instruct or at nearby Washington
CHANGE OF
Township High School. While servi ng in the
NEWSLETTER EDITORS
Air Force, Lt. Col. Lumpkin received the
Meritorious Service Medal, AF
Barbara Price has offered to take over as
Comm endation Medal, and Combat
your newslet ter edito r, allowi ng me to switch
Readiness Medal. Her topic . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . , m y focus to our museum. I will
2013 W HS OFFICERS
will be "Women i n t he
work wit h Jack Sheppard, Sr.
Military, Past and Present".
President
Char les Horan an d Julie Ream to finalize the
Hopefully many of you are
planning to att end our
annua l Christmas Dinner on
December 13. The event is
alw ays a most enjoyable
evening of good food and
friends and serves as a nice
start to t he holiday season.
As noted below, your
payment must be received
by Jean Cowles by this
Wednesday.

Vice President
Secretary

Vicki McCall

Treasurer

Carol Wi ltsee

Trustee

Betty Macleod

Trustee

Louis McCall

M eetings are held on t he
second Friday of each month
(except June, July and August )
at the Train Station Community
Center.

I hope t o see you th is Friday
evening at the Train Station Community
Center.

- - -..
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Paul Lader

facility so its contents can be
m ade available to all
Wenonahians.
Barbara has been a resident of
Wenonah for 32 years. She has
been the Librari an at the
Gloucester County Historical
Society and the editor of its
newsletter since 1998. Barbara
can be reached at
b.price111@comcast.net.

Our current plan is for Barbara
t o t ake over with the January 2014
newsletter.

-
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The following article was furnished by Jack C. Sheppard, Sr. from Milton Webb's archives.

WENONAH 106 YEARS AGO - DECEMBER 1907
Mrs. Lummis is sel ling fresh dairy butter.
Mantua Avenue speedway is in fine condition. (The people were outraged at cars going through
town at 20 miles per hour.)
Almost all the little men and women are having the chicken-pox.
Both Sunday Schools are beginning preparations for Christmas and from all indications their little
folks will have a good t ime.
The Needlework Guild gives a very gratifying report of its work for t he current year. Over three
hundred and fifty new garments were contributed which will be distributed among the needy
poor.
The W.C.T.U. held its regular monthly meeting yesterday. The barrel which was to be sent to Ellis
Island is by no means full. You surely have some discarded clothing which w ill keep some chi ld
warm . Infant's clothing will be greatly appreciated. Little stockings are needed. Safety pins, picture
books and toys that can be easily packed. Do try to give something to help this worthy cause.
Tonight is prayer meeting in both churches. Why don't you come out? You need to be a faithful
attendant and don't you remember how much good it did you.
We are certainly long sufferi ng patient people. For two weeks or mor e the little fol ks have had no
convenience at school. Part of that time the basement f loor was covered with water, now the
water is turned off and there is acil:ual physical suffering among the children and yet we try to be
good and submit: for we know that everything comes to him who wa its.
A beautifu l flag has been presented to the Public School by the Board of Education,. at the
assembly of pupi ls, a few impromptu but appropriate exercises were rendered and a unanimous
vote of thanks was expressed to the Board of Education for the gift.
The Wenonah Buildi ng and Loan Association which organized so successfully last month will hold
its second meeting next Saturday evening. A large number of shares have been subscribed
guaranteeing the success of the organization and prem ising well for t he future.
Our young students are return ing home for the holidays and everythi ng points to a happy
Christmas. The chicken pox is almost over and the grip is abating so we will be able to enjoy our
turkey without first wiping one weeping eye and then the other and t hen our nose.
The "Tourist Cl ub" will have another meeting this Saturday evening. Anyone with a desire to
advance intellectually is invited to become a member. Come to the library and tal k it over.
Miss Rose Holt, Miss Dorothy Holt and Miss Florence Spidden took in the Christmas sights
yesterday in the city.
For Sale MILK 6 cents a quart Geo. Kean.
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There were several interesting looking couples in church last night and it looks as if there will be
more wedding bells soon.
Judging for the crowds going up in the trains and the number of packages delivered,
"Christmaticus" has struck our borough hard.
Boys Brigade tonight.
The Teddy Bears meet tonight at the home of Miss Ros,e Holt.
We do not understand why it takes a letter that is mailed here at 9 a.m. to not reach Woodbury
until1:30 (They didn't have computers.)
The Christmas music in both churches was delightf ul. Th ey may say what they please, but when it
comes to singing, Wenonah is hard to beat.
Academy students take notice: You will want to take something nice home to mother or sister or
somebody else for Thanksgiving or Christmas. The ladies of the borough are making the daintiest
things i maginable for the bazaar on Tuesday in Noblitt's Hall. Home made candy a specialty.
Photographic calendars. Views of Wenonah at the Post Office.
The Christmas entertainment by the Methodist Sunday School last night was very enjoyable. Nine
young ladies dressed as gypsies rendered the cantata "The Gypsies Christmas" in a very creditable
manner. The Primary Department received, besides their candy and oranges, dolls for the little
girls, penknives for the boys, and balls for the babies. Rev. and Mrs. Duffield were generously
remem bered by the Ladies Aid Society.
The Christmas entertainment at the Presbyterian Church Sunday School was very enjoyable.
In one-corner of the large room stood a beautifully decorated Christmas tree and at its base were
grouped candy and gifts for the children. Just back of the tree was a f ireplace through which a real
live Santa Claus came at the close of the exercises and gave the childr en their gifts. Rev. Gage read
Dickens Christmas story while Rev. Duffield used lantern slides to illustrate the story.

Woodbury Daily Times
December 1907
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Wenonah Historical Society

Newsletter
THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Charles Horan
Dear Members,
Seasons Greetings to all! We are looking
forward to our WHS Holiday Dinner this
Friday (December 13) at 5:00P.M. It is an
excellent festive start to the Yuleti de Season
as we share fellowship and good times. For
those of you who have reserved a spot, we
will have the gift exchange this year. If you
intend to participate, please limit the value of
your gift to approximately $10. Participation
is optional.
In looking
2013 WHS OFFICERS
forward to our
President
Charles Horan
first two
programs in
Paul Lader
Vice President
2014, I want to
Secretary
Vicki McCall
try something
Treasurer
Carol Wi ltsee
different at our
January and
Trustee
Betty Macleod
February
Trustee
Louis McCall
meetings.
Considering the
Meetings are held on t he
possibility of
second Friday of each month
inclement
(except June, July and August)
weather and
at the Tra in Station Community
having an
Center.
outside
presenter travel to Wenonah, I propose the
following: WHS members will put on their
thinking caps during December and give a
short su mmary (on January 10) on "How I
came to live in Wenonah" or any related
topic t hat you feel would be of interest to our
group. Think of your "back story" to share
informa lly with our group. Even a short
anecdote will be well received.

___ __
,

..................................,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,................
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Next Meeting at s:oo P.M. on
Friday, December 13, 2013
Volume 11, Issue 10, December 2013

CHANGE OF
NEWSLETTER EDITORS
As a reminder, Barbara Price will be taking
over as newsletter editor, beginning with the
January 2014 edit ion. I will work with Jack
Sheppard, Sr. and Julie Ream t o advance our
museum to a point where its contents can be
enjoyed by all Wenonahians.

Larry

2013 Wenonah Chris tmas Tree Lighting
Photo by John Dominy

*******
The following article was furnished by Jack
C. Sheppard, Sr. from Milton Webb's archives.

WENONAH 106 YEARS AGOMARCH 1907
The Boston Laundry horse got into a hole
here Saturday and was considerably bruised
up.
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The m ilitary hop given by the cadets Saturday night was one of the prettiest social functions ever
given by the cadets. The young ladies were the prettiest ever seen at a cadet dance. About 150
were present. The next event will be a minstrel show which promises to eclipse all f ormer efforts
in this line.
Report of the Wenonah Public School: 7th & 8th grade pupils 21, 5th & 6th grade pupils 21, 3rd &
4th grade pupils 31. 1st & 2nd grade pupils 33.
Contractor John Drummer is sending some of his friends pictures of his cabin in the midst of the
red wood trees in San Diego County, California. They have a gold mine located but the Indians are
very troublesome, and will not work themselves nor will they let others work. Mr. Drummer says
that if he had a Galling gun he would fix them. He expects to return home soon but will go back in
the fa ll when he will take an arsenal with him. (John Drummer was one of the most remarkable
people to have lived in our Wenonah. He was borough Marshall, a charter member of the fire
company and a builder. More about him in future editions.
Mr. Loomis has rented the old ice house attached to Baylies' barn. (At the site of the present post
office.) He put 60 tons of ice in it yesterday, which is as much as it will hold. Billy Stevenson did the
job.
An Italian by the name of Nune is the new day watchman at the railroad crossing.
Our milkman got his milk delivered nearly on time this morning, but he had to put on two wagons
to do it . The sled-coasting is still very good.
Mrs. Morogue has lost her dog Sam and, if anyone sees him, she will be pleased if they would
notify her. (Her son William was the first and only combat casualty from Wenonah in the First
World War.
Mantua Grange took in four new members last night. The Grange now numbers 201 members.
(They meet in Wenonah at Noblit's Hall on North Marion Avenue. The majority of the officers were
from Wenonah. The Grange, at this time, was a strong political force and their endorsement was a
prerequisite to winning an election.)
The Wesley Brotherhood met last evening and had a debate, the t itle of which was "Should Capital
Punishment be Abolished?" The negative side won.
Oscar B. Redrew, who was struck by an electric train at Woodbury last Saturday is not able to
leave the house yet. (He lived in the house on the northeast corner of W. Buttonwood and N.
Jefferson streets. He was the County Prosecutor.)
Captain Percy Jones and Cadets Fox, Martin, Updike and Cormany went to Washington to witness
and take part in the unveiling of the General McClellan monument. The cadets will take the part of
buglers.
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The fireman will clear about $100 on their supper, which was held Saturday eveni ng. It was a
decided success and everybody went home too full for utterance.
Charles Ki rkbride left Clark's store Saturday night and started work at Baylies' store this morning.
(The two stores were competitors, both general stores within a stones throw of each other, one
where Mary Kaye is today and the other at the former location of the One Stop Shop. )
Mud, mud everywhere.
Captain Mi ller's goose bone prophesy of the winter came true. (Lost in the annals of history is
what a "goose bone prophesy" is.)
Assemblyman Wi lliam C. Cattell stood up nobly for the women at Trenton yesterday. One of the
legislators said that women were not educated up to the point of voting intelligently. Mr. Cattell
replied that many women are more intelligent than men and all knew how to vote on the liquor
question and he is right. (This assured Uncle Billie that he would be warmly welcomed by the
women of Wenonah when he came home.)
Mrs. John Holeton entertai ned a number of her friends at her home last evening. The evening was
a great success. The dining room was prettily decorated. Long ribbons of red crepe paper were
draped from the comers and sides of the room to the electrolier. The lights were shaded in red
and the table had a border of the same material. Two large bouquets of red carnations decorating
the table fi nished the color scheme. The guests enjoyed themselves i mmensely. One of the
features of the even ings entertainment was a game in which everybody took the name of some
animal and it was very interesting to see the baboon making love to the hyena; the jack-ass (he
brayed long and loud) did not forget to keep an eye on the muskrat. The porcupine was pinched by
the lobster, while the giraffe stretched her neck th is way and that, looking for t rouble. The
rhinoceros appeared to be troubled and the gorilla and ape enjoyed things immensely. We hope to
meet agai n in the near future.
William Stevenson was kicked on the shin by one of his horses.

Woodbury Daily Times
March 1907
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