PICTURE HISTORY OF
WENONAH
NEW JERSEY

Jack C Sheppard $r
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Woest Jersey RR Engine #18 at W oodbury Station - circa 1830
Standing on the Track of the Swedesboro RR
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‘New Mantua Station” ca 1870
First Station in Wenonah
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William Joyce Sewell Born in County Mayo,
Ireland he became a Union Army officer during
the American Civil War. He received America's
highest military decoration, the Medal of Honor
for his actions at the Battle of Chancellorsville.
He was the only officer to be awarded the Medal
of Honor while in command of a New Jersey
regiment. He was severely wounded at the July
1863 Battle of Gettysburg. After the war,
General Sewell worked in the railroad industry in
New Jersey becoming vice president of the
West Jersey & Seashore Railroad Company. He
was also a U.S. Senator from New Jersey.

By 1866 he had overseen construction of
the standard gauge tracks from Woodbury to
Glassboro. In 1867 he formed a merger with
the Milville and Glassboro Railroad Company
headed by Samuel A. Whitney, owner of the
Whitney Glass Works in Glassboro. This
company had just completed a line extension to
Cape May and the merger allowed W J RR.
passengers boarding in Philadelphia and
Camden to visit Wenonah and then continue to
Atlantic City and Cape May resorts.

General William J. Sewell [1835 - 1901]



Father of Standard Time in the United States

William Allen, born in Bordentown, NJ was a
civil engineer by profession. He received his
education in private schools and at the age of
15 commenced his railroad career as a
rodman on the Camden & Amboy Railroad in
1862. At the age of 16 he was promoted to
assistant engineer, and at 21 became the
resident engineer of the railroad. In 1870
while serving in that capacity he helped found
the town of Wenonah, NJ. Mr. Allen as an
early employee of one of the rail lines that
became part of the Pennsylvania Railroad
System, was the leader in the adoption of
standard time and the time zones that serve
our country so well today.
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William Frederick Allen (1846 — 1915)



*éfemcaw L. /74—‘1 S ED o
Felol v Brc. rox L oppres o, Wé&lo /W
é?//rf%a;/ o Kl SoFZaTo cceecd P
ettt B iciie, B Sfernle T
P zeocr Fecerr Zevzes Tilizse {/-/Zéée, Foea X
A i Tl S e TEocerw et
aw%biu Rt e Heiv o co s Zoc g

Pl e O A@ 546 /éwz(a/:—y, :

s =
Czec e S 2le Méé%ﬁ G P . S oS oY ceal
e Fewdle @orescel B 28 SB2.So ;



7‘20 S,y /Z?ZL‘E% Covlra ’[AL lkéjuLO‘U((,
tho J?f:'&l, 6o awardool o e (jz/r f/;4r7 (cfa\é,u
Pecwre Nowdiw ¥ 1Bertlay o{emﬁ

Gl 1500 m plels @&71«,/\,&2/_/

&MW 0 }’WM‘ /f7/

,,ZMMN { geoctll }wfdru/“{wpru
L-L M&b o ngtc(cz,@ enwnwﬁd 10/

Qa
'll?l ad; ﬁoue/ cy_ﬁ ,ﬁLCw[ma) S/ W%i
t:i&/“d%&%fgf ¥qley o sz @r Wﬁm/‘/hﬁ
relcter W OQrne é’vw,ou/u; |
E. - J
7 T

Roppbved. CFats lhe ioguw& Loo f”*a’? t&b
Mytd be  onade wts a/z/ww«oc@wduwu |
g%aw et B &(o'/u“ﬂ Md{ (lu

oame cwo o remauscler a/ﬁ?_._m /(Lt

B

?@w»&mt bt&e Mcuu o{/& %

gt

S i e

Note: These scraps of paper found with old records in the Synnott

mansion basement were apparently jotted down by the founders in_

1871 during the creation of W enonah. ' 3
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WENONAH HOUSKE,

The New Town on West Jersey Rail Road

11 MILES FROM PHILADELPHIA,

Before making your arrangements for the summer or for the year.

No healthier location in the vicinity of Philadelphia; fine rolling
country and the best of water; Boating and Fishing.

After May 1st, trains will leave foot of Market Street,

PHILAD“ELPHIA, F‘OR WEN?NAH, at - 815 A.‘ M.
¢ ¢ - 1145 “
“ “ o - 330 P. M.
“ ‘“ “ - 5.30 “
“ “ “ - 6.30 “
WENPNAH F‘OR PHILADELPHIA, at - 7.18 A.“M.
“ “ “ .7 liewm
(3 ‘e “ - 4.44 3
[ ““ “ - 10.20 “

Monthly Commutation Tickets, only $7.50. Family and Yearly
Commutation Tickets for sale at low rates.

U —

COTTAGES AND BUILDING LOTS FOR SALE.

AGENT ON THE PROPERTY.

WENONAH HOUSE ALWAYS OPEN.

THE LEISENRING PRINT,
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Wenonah

Store 1900
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- Benjamin Packer - First Store in Wenonah 1872
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Joseph Noblitt’s Hall
c 1872
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Thomas Whitney Synnott
1845-1841
Born in Glassboro New Jersey in 1845 he was the
son of Dr. Myles (Glassboro's first physician) and Harriet
Heston (Whitney). He married Mary D. Eldridge and they
had three children, two of whom died in infancy. Surviving
child Clayton Eldridge Synnott was born in 1876.

From 1870 Thomas W. Synnott was the guiding
force in one of the oldest and largest glass manufacturing
establishments in the country. The plant in Glassboro, first
known as Heston's Glass Works later became the .
Whitney Glass Works of which he became its president, &
position he retained until retiring in 1832.

Mr. Synnott was active in the creation of Wenonah
and his mansion, built in 1884 at the corner of N. Clinton
and E. Mantua Avenues still stands today, beautifully
preserved. He built the Wenonah Memorial Presbyterian
Church as a memarial to his mother

His son Clayton and grandson Thomas W. Synnott Il
lived in Woodbury, moving to Wenonah sometime prior to
the death of the first Thomas Synnott. Dr. Clayton Synnott
died in 1941. Thomas |l died in Wenonah in 1882.

A noted philanthropist, Thomas Whitney Synnott's
contributions in the religious community, in body and
financial were legend.
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Born in Manchester Maine Mr. Farr came
to New Jersey in 1870, moving into
Wenonah in 1875.

His ancestors in Maine bought up old sails,
painted them and sold them as floor
coverings. The product came to be known as
“oilcloth” and eventually linoleum.

He was president of the family linoleum
manufacturing business Farr & Bailey in
Camden NJ. Locally he was clerk of the
Wenonah Board of Education for 25 years.

The family home is located at E. Mantua
Avenue at S. Princeton Avenue. It was
completed and occupied in 18397. It is still
known by the name “Little Grange.”

His mother Hannah founded the library in
Wenaonah. She died in Rome while on a trip to
Italy in 1912 at age 71.

Mr. Farr built the Wenonah Free Public
Library in her honor and donated it to the
town.

Edward L. Farr (1861 - 1924)
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3 EAST MANTuA AVENUE
BUILT BY BENJAMIN F. COLES IN 1880 SOLD TO RICHARD CLARK FOR USE AS A GENERAL STORE WHO
CARRIED ON THIS BUSINESS FOR 15 YEARS AND SOLD TO JOHN MADARA (SHOWN IN PICTURE) LATER
BROWN'S THEN BILL SEIDERS HARDWARE STORE CALLED “LITTLE STORE AROUND THE CORNER" BOUGHT
BY MILTON & MURIELWEBS IN 1925 AND SOLD TO JiM AND ELEANOR ROSS IN 1947 TO BECOME THE JIM-EL
SWEET SHOPPE THEN SOLD TO BILL AND MARGE FOX TO BECOME MARGE'S LUNCHEONETTE, THEN
BOWKER'S CARRIAGE STOP NOW MARY KAYE
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Clark's Store, 3 E. Mantua Ave. circa 1888 = =




R | yg%_u: <

Savtp

e

i
/ i
I : ERY ' 8
1R f
G A , .
% '
1 gy
1 i ;
/ 5
3 | ¥
‘ 4 / “..J

ﬁhfﬁ:: .




Stephen Greene (deceased 1902)

Stephen Greene played a great part in
the development of Wenonah. His
involvement in the purchase of the
Wenonah Hotel in 1892, which became
the Wenonah Military Academy, probably
assisted the town in surviving the great
depression of the late 1920s and early
1930s.

Stephen Greene owned a substantial
part of the southeast quadrant of
Wenonah. He built the town's first
sanitary sewer system to serve the Hotel
and his various properties. He had exotic
gardens and greenhouses, a few of which
still remain.

The Wenonah Military Academy opened
for business September 20, 1904 and
lasted until September 1935 when it
closed its doors forever, seemingly a
victim of the depression. During its thirty
years of existence the Academy gained
renown throughout the country and had
many students from foreign countries.



’Corher S. C1j1'1t011 Ave. & E. Cedar St.
circa 1886 "



wenonah .
Historical Society
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wenonah Inn circa 1890

The Wenonah Inn was originally opened in 1872 as the Wenonah House Hotel. It was
one of the first buildings in the town. Eventually expanded becoming the pictured

Wenonah Inn, it was converted into the Wenonah Military Academy opening in 1904
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WENONAH MILITARY ACADEMY
WENONAH, NEW JERSEY

Views showing the Life and Activities of the Academy
F-12006.1.4L c 1904 - 1935
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F-1200614K C SECTION OF MESS HALL



F-12006.1.47 G CADETS' QUARTERS 1924



F-12006.1.47AD NEW DRILL HALL AND GYMNASIUM ca 1912



F-12006.1.47AE INTERIOR OF GYMNASIUM AND DRILL HALL ca 1912



F-12006.1.47AC  gecreATION ROOM—BOWLING ALLEYS AND SHUFFLEBOARDs €2 1912
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FIRST FOOTBALL TEAM = 1904
——===(Over for names)

Wenonah Military Academy

L N b i 0 G o R S0 4 W el -
L-R Back Row: Henry Powell '06, Alex Middleton ‘05, Capt.

Percy Jones, Ross Menwin, George Fox "07, Tom Gillingham “07
Front Row: E. LeGrand Reeves "06, Bill Coffin ‘07, Russell R. Barrett ‘08,

Charles Dickinson 07, Clarence Hoy, Oscar Hohenstadt, D. Harlow McDermid 07

Top man not known.




Sports Memorabilia Museum

A showcase of Baseball. Football and Basketball History

-Ads by Google-  College Football Radio Youth Flag Football Football Drills Football Games

Antique Athlete

Buying and selling high quality sports memorabilia
Call us! 570-366-8871 Or visit www.AntiqueAthlete.com

Ads by Google vv

Replica football

jerseys =

Replica football jerseys

for Sale Only $15.66,

Fast Shipping

www LightinTheBox.com/Jersey y

Turn of the Century Football Noseguard

Custom Football
Jerseys

Custom Uniforms-
College, High School,
Travel Team Specialist
www.UE Sports com

Football Gear & Much
More )2

Shop for Football Season
at Dick's. Free Shipping
on Orders Over $99!

‘www .DicksSportingGoods.com

Football Pennants
Find Football Pennants
now See our Football

Pennants guide
www.CheapRated.com

Football Memorabilia

Locate Football

Memorabilia. Get Reliable

Advice In Your Area. Turn of the Century Football Noseguard.

DoTellAl.com This exceptional piece of vintage football equipment was designed to protect the
nose of early football players. The strap of the noseguard went around the head
and the was held in place by clenching one’s teeth on a rubber bit. The football

Sports Museum Home noseguard represents one of the more unusual pieces of antique football
Baseball Memorabilia RISTROtabIS.
Buy NFL Jerseys Football Shoulder Pads
- Antique Baseballs Find NFL Jerseys at the Official Store of the Compare Prices on Football Gear Browse Our
NFL - NFLshop.com! Large Collection Today!
- Baseball Gloves
- Baseball Uniforms Gox ,8[3

- Catcher's Gear



Feats in Horsemanship,
Wenonah Military Academy,
Wenonah, N. J.

circa 1920
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And Wenonah continues
to be one of the best,
if not the best
“Home Town” in the

State of New Jersey
Thank You



